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banking sector or is it an 
attempt to protect the 
interests of those who are 
responsible for the crises in 
this sector?” the statement 
said. 

In recent years, most 
information about 
financial sector scandals 
has been published in the 
public interest, with the 

majority coming from 
media workers’ open access 
to Bangladesh Bank, it 
added. 

Iftekharuzzaman also 
questioned whether it 
should be assumed that 
the central bank is working 
to ensure the continued 
protection of the criminal 
circles involved in the 
irregularities in this sector.

Ease visa conditions 

for workers
State minister calls on UK govt

UNB, Dhaka

State Minister for Expatriates’ 
Welfare and Overseas Employment 
Shofiqur Rahman Choudhury has 
called on the UK government to 
ease visa conditions for Bangladeshi 
workers who want to work in 
hospitality and catering sectors.

He was speaking as a chief guest 
at a dialogue on Bangladesh hosted 
by the UK’s All-Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG) on Thursday.

Bangladesh High Commissioner 
to the UK Saida Muna Tasneem, 
Bob Blackman MP, and APPG vice-
chair Lord Karan Bilimoria spoke 
at the event. 

APPG on Bangladesh Chair 
Rushanara Ali MP chaired the 
dialogue.

The state minister highlighted 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina-led 
government’s ongoing efforts to 
improve the well-being and welfare 
of Bangladeshis living around the 
world, including those in the UK.

He also noted that bilateral 
relations between Bangladesh and 
the UK have reached new heights 
in the last 15 years due. However, 
he said there are still many areas to 
be explored to further broaden and 
deepen the long-standing historic 
relations.

The state minister hoped 
that the two governments would 
work together to create more job 
opportunities for Bangladeshi 
skilled workers, including 
restaurant workers, doctors, and 
nurses.
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“We called a batch meeting 
tonight (Friday night) to 
discuss this matter,” said 
Zobaer Ahmed, a third-
year student of mechanical 
engineering department.

Earlier on Thursday, 
the university authorities 
announced to suspend all 
activities including classes 
and examinations for an 
indefinite period, and 
ordered students to vacant 
halls.

After the 
announcement, agitated 
students locked the vice 
chancellor’s office and set 
fire to two buses which they 
had confiscated.

On the same night, the 
students suspended their 
protest upon assurances 
from the university 
authorities that their major 
demands would be met. 

Has Chhatra Union lost its past
FROM PAGE 3

that the current divisions 
will be resolved soon.

But Dhaka University 
Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury and 
Mohammad Tanzimuddin 
Khan, a teacher at 
International Relations 
Department of DU, have a 
different point of view.

They said the entire 
society is currently affected 
by depoliticisation, leading 
talented students to lose 
interest in politics. Chhatra 
Union is also affected by 
this, they observed.

“Student politics is in its 
final decline. The range of 
thinking among student 
leaders is narrowing. The 
internal divisions are 
disheartening,” Prof Serajul 
remarked.

Regarding the 
current Chhatra Union, 
Tanzimuddin Khan said, 
“The political philosophy 
this student body is 
supposed to practice is not 
being upheld, distancing it 

from its glorious history. 
The root cause of the 
crisis is the prevalence of 
individualistic interests 
over organisational ones.”

Rageeb Nayeem, 
president of a faction 
of Chhatra Union, said, 
‘’Unity is the only option 
for leftists worldwide. 
Those who don’t want a 
united leftist resistance are 
behind the current division 
of Chhatra Union.”

When asked what the 
success of Chhatra Union 
has been in the last five 
years, he said, “There is 
no shortcut to success. 
Besides, what’s the 
measurement of success?”

“We held nationwide 
protest rallies against rape 
in 2020, including a long 
march towards Noakhali, 
which garnered widespread 
support. The establishment 
of anti-sexual harassment 
cells on campuses 
stemmed from our 2015 
movement. The successful 
‘Ducsu Chai’ movement led 

to Ducsu polls after a 29-
year hiatus.”

“Our activism spans 
campuses across 
Bangladesh. We have 
members from both public 
and private universities, 
as well as from schools 
and colleges. We are 
committed to continuing 
our movement.”

Dipok Sil, president 
of another faction of the 
Chhatra Union, claimed 
that the split within the 
student body is part of a 
larger conspiracy aimed 
at weakening the anti-
government resistance.

“In the past few years, 
I have made several 
attempts to resolve the 
situation according to 
our constitution, but 
unfortunately, they have 
not been unsuccessful,” he 
added.

He said Chhatra Union 
continues to play a major 
role in student movements 
when compared to other 
student bodies.
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Minister, made the remarks while 
addressing a press briefing organised 
at the AL president’s political office 
in the capital’s Dhanmondi.

Calling on the BNP leaders to 
take real lessons from a recent 
speech made by Pakistani Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the AL 
general secretary said the Pakistani 
premier feels shame when he 
sees the progress and height of 
Bangladesh.

BNP usually makes propaganda, 
so there are a lot of real true lessons 
for BNP to take from the statement 
made by the Pakistani prime 
minister, he added.

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif lauded the economic 
development of Bangladesh in 
his address at a view exchange 
meeting with the representatives 
of the business community at the 
residence of the chief minister 
of Sindh province in Karachi on 
Thursday.

Road accidents
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In Birganj upazila, a 
teenage boy died on the 
spot and another young 
man was injured after a 
truck hit their bike in front 
of Jotsna Filling station 
on Dinajpur-Panchagarh 
highway around 7:00pm 
on Thursday.

The truck was heading to 
Dhaka from Thakurgaon, 

said Anwarul Islam, sub-
inspector of Birganj Police 
Station. 

The deceased is Tamim 
Islam, 13, son of Atiar 
Rahman of Birganj while 
the injured was Shakib 
Islam, 27.

Shakib is receiving 
treatment at Birganj 
Upazila Health Complex, 
added the police official.
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the Paralysed (CRP) in 1979, 
which eventually expanded 
to a 100-bed hospital in 
Savar.

CRP serves 15,000 
outpatients annually, 
offering rehabilitation, 
schooling, and vocational 
training. Valerie also 
established the Bangladesh 
Health Professions Institute 
to train medical personnel.

Valerie’s dedication 
earned her a Bangladeshi 
citizenship in 1998 and 
many awards in Bangladesh 
and abroad. She received 
the highest state award -- 
Bangladesh Independence 
Award in 2004 -- for her 
contribution to disabled 
persons.

During the exhibition’s 
inauguration, Taylor 
expressed admiration for 
the initiative, noting its 
remarkable effort to unite 
artists with disabilities 
and integrate them 
into the mainstream. 
She emphasised the 
importance of such events 
in enabling individuals 
with disabilities to thrive 
through artistic expression.

Later, a policy discussion 
was held where Taylor, 
Festival Director and 
President of Dhaka Theatre 
Nasiruddin Yousuff 
Bachchu and Founder and 
CEO of IID Sayeed Ahamed, 
spoke, among others. 
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