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288 more Myanmar 
troops repatriated
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Bangladesh yesterday sent back 288 Myanmar 
troops who had crossed the border to flee the 
war between Myanmar’s military junta and the 
Arakan Army.

They were repatriated around 7:00am by 
a tugboat, which on Wednesday ferried 173 
Bangladeshi nationals who were imprisoned 
in Myanmar jails on various charges, including 
trespassing.

At 4:30am, 10 buses carrying 288 Myanmar 
nationals left from BGB School in Naikhonchhari 
in Bandarban for Cox’s Bazar and reached 
the Bangladesh Inland Water Transportation 
Authority’s jetty around 5:30am, sources at 
district administration said.

Later, they boarded the tugboat and left for the 
Myanmar ship Chin Dwin, which was waiting for 
them in the Bay of Bengal near St Martin Island in 
their water territory, sources said.

During the handover, a delegation of nine 
members, including four officials from the Myanmar 
Embassy in Dhaka, were present in addition to the 
delegation that came from Myanmar on Wednesday.

COMILLA UNIVERSITY

Teachers padlock VC, 
treasurer, proctor offices

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

The agitating leaders of Comilla 
University Teachers’ Association 
yesterday padlocked the offices of 
the university’s vice-chancellor, 
treasurer and proctor to press 
home their seven-point demands.

Their demands include 
punishment to those involved 
in a recent  attack on teachers, 
relieving the proctor for “assisting 
the attackers”, reopening 
Dhaka’s guest house for teachers 
and officers, and promoting the 
teachers who applied for their 
promotions, among others.

They gave the authorities a 24-

hour ultimatum to fulfill these 
demands.

They locked down the 
offices around 11:00am 
and said those will 
remain locked till 
their demands are 
met.

E m d a d u l 
H a q u e , 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
officer of CoU, 
confirmed the 
matter.

The proctor could 
not be reached for 
comments. 

Contacted, Mehedi Hasan, 

general secretary of the association 
and also associate professor of 

CoU’s marketing department, 
said, “We wanted to sit 

for a discussion with 
VC sir but he did not 

respond.”
The teachers’ 

a s s o c i a t i o n ’ s 
president Prof 
Dr Abu Taher, 

however, said 
the classes and 

examinations will be 
held as usual even as the 

movement continues.
“We want a peaceful 

environment at the university. 

However, the way teachers have 
been deprived of their rights, 
including some illegal conditions 
being imposed against them, it 
compelled us to take this step. 
We are expecting VC sir to come 
forward and resolve the crisis,” he 
added.

Contacted, VC Prof AFM Abdul 
Moyeen said, “All legitimate 
demands of the teachers will be 
met in due process. However, 
obtaining illegal privileges by 
holding us hostage will never be 
beneficial.”

“On April 24, a meeting 
of CoU’s syndicate was held 
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‘Take prompt 
action to 
implement 
Teesta project’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Dinajpur

Residents of 11 upazilas 
under three districts 
of Rangpur division in 
the Teesta river basin 
areas yesterday formed 
a human chain and 
held a rally demanding 
implementation of the 
Teesta masterplan.

They urged the 
government to take prompt 
action to this end as per 
the pledge made by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
during her public meeting 
in Rangpur on August 2 
last year.

They also handed over 
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