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BLOGGER NAZIMUDDIN SAMAD MURDER

Eight years on, trial
of case yet to start

EMRUL HASAN BAPPI stated the accused could not be produced

s — e before the tribunal due to absence of police
Eight years into the murder of blogger ogcort,” he said.

Nazimuddin Samad, the trial of the case is Asked about arranging online
yet to begin ata Dhaka court. attendance for the accused, Jakir said, “We
The prosecution said the trial in the installed equipment for it, but it is yet

murder case did not start due to
non-appearance of the accused
before the Anti-Terrorism
Special Tribunal of Dhaka.

On April 6 of 2016, the
28-year-old law student
of Jagannath University
(JnU) was hacked and shot
to death by unidentified
assailants in Old Dhaka’s
Sutrapur area.

to be operational.”
“It took more than four years
to complete the investigation.
In addition, the court
also remained closed for
several months due to the
coronavirus outbreak.
Moreover, five accused are
currently absconding. For
this, the court had to follow
certain procedures,” he added.

Nazimu@din, who was critical Wishing anonymity, a
ol extremism on his Facebook tribunal staffer said, “The accused
posts, moved to Dhaka from Sylhet for have not been produced before the tribunal
higher studies. since the incident of two death-row convicts

“The charges were not framed against the publisher Faisal Arefin Dipan murder

P accused as they were not produced before . otti - v L
" cOm!‘HISSIOn the tribunal onsmost schedrl)lled dates in the zzierig ;trtclrr;l%qscrzaotrcthe(()i\aC\rnnagcfrrgg g(l)ezzD},laka
— SESSIOR past. During charge framing, the accuscc,l, The day after Nazimuddin’s murder,
\_\"_",fy mn ‘<':1‘Jstody must appear before the court,”  gyb inspector Nurul Islam filed a case
N / assistant publlc prosecutor Golam Sharuar  yih Sutrapur Police Station against
— Khan Jakir told The Daily Star recently. some unknown assailants under the Anti-

“March 25 was scheduled for framing Terrorism Act.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks at the 80th Session of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific at charges in the case. On the day, we got On August 20, 2020, the Counter
ESCAP Hall, United Nations Conference Center in Bangkok yesterday. PHOTO: PID a letter from the jail authorities, which SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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acquitted ! DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

M O N i Tl IR sttt se e
Hossain, 1 The US wants Bangladesh to be a net security
also known provider in the Indo-Pacific region as the country has
as  “Golden made exponential progress since independence and
Monir”, in an arms case. demonstrated its capacity in helping the regional

The acquittal came to countries, said a US official.
light recently although the It also wants to see Bangladesh as a prosperous
verdict was announced over country having the principles of democracy,
two and a half months ago. good governance and human rights, which is why

On February 5, Judge Washington has been speaking aloud on free elections

Md Asaduzzaman of the and taken actions against Rab, he said.
Metropolitan Special Maxwell Martin, political officer at the US embassy
Tribunal-1 ~ of  Dhaka in Dhaka, said this at a briefing on the Indo-Pacific
delivered the verdict, said Strategy (IPS) and implications for Bangladesh at the
additional public prosecutor embassy yesterday as IPS has renewed focus in the
Tapash Kumar Pal. region including South Asia.

He was acquitted as the Martin said the US supported Bangladesh Armed
charges brought against him Forces with training, capacity building and equipment
were not proven, he said. in countering terrorism. Bangladesh also made

A total of 16 prosecution exponential progress, supporting Myanmar during
witnesses testified before the cyclones last year, responding positively in
the court during trial. sheltering the Rohingya and its contribution to the UN

On November 20, 2020, peacekeeping is notable.

Rab arrested Monir with “You have seen us become more open and vocal

la.rmS, l()iulletS, . foreigig about the political situation in Bangladesh. This is part

iquor and currencies, go s i i

Ognameﬂts and Tk 1.9 C%OYG ?rfctlrlﬁilpesco‘rygr?lie :éz?lrelltlxg 2§1f1dpl(l>llirtlilgsl.t"l plefronts that Two veteran wrestlers have a go at each other at Jabbarer Boli Khela yesterday. Like each year, the event took place at Laldighi Maidan

in cash from his Merul Martin said, “We thought our sanction against Rab in Chattogram. A total of 80 contestants participated in the 115th edition of the historic tournament. Bagha Sharif of Cumilla became the
Badda residence. was important for that unit to change their behavior in champion in this year’s edition by defeating Rashed Boli of Cumilla Sadar. The yearly tournament accompanied by a three-day fair draws a
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