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Zafrullah was a social 
revolutionary: speakers 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury’s 
involvement extended beyond 
medical care to include societal 
transformation, making him a 
social revolutionary, said Gono 
Bishwabidyalay Trustee Board 
President Emeritus Professor 
Serajul Islam Choudhury yesterday.

He  was speaking in a memorial 
meeting organised on the occasion 
of Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury’s 
first death anniversary held 
at Gonoshasthaya Kendra 
Auditorium in Savar yesterday.

Dr Zafrullah’s aspirations 
were centered not on personal 
acclaim or benefit, but on the 
comprehensive upliftment of 
the underprivileged. All his 
establishments were socially-
owned institutions. 

He envisioned freedom as 

synonymous with societal 
transformation, advocating for 
equal rights and opportunities 
for every member of society, both 
within the state and beyond, said 
Prof Serajul.

Gono Bishwabidyalay 
trustee member former justice 
Mohammad Abdur Rouf, Prof 
Dilara Chowdhury, Farida Akhtar 
and Prof Asif Nazrul  also spoke at 
the event among others.

Speakers highlighted  Zafrullah 
as a trailblazer of innovative 
ideas, pioneering numerous 
initiatives and setting precedents 
beneficial to society, particularly in 
advancing women’s liberation. 

Dr Md Abul Hossain, vice-
chancellor of Gono Bishwabidyalay, 
chaired the event. Zafrullah 
Chowdhury’s wife, Shireen Haque, 
a trustee of Gono Bishwabidyalay, 
was present among others. 
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Elephant found 
dead in Gazipur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

An elephant was found dead at Bhawal National Park 
area at Gazipur’s Rajendrapur yesterday afternoon.

Forest officials recovered the animal’s body 
from beside the Dhaka-Mymensingh highway 
near the second gate of the national park.

Rafiqul Islam, assistant conservator of forests 
in Gazipur’s Forest Department, said they have 
sent the body for autopsy. 

Wildlife and Biodiversity Conservation Officer 
Rubia Islam said, “The park officials in the morning 
saw the body lying on the side of the highway and 
informed us.”

Social stigma affects TB 
control efforts: study
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The prevalence of social stigma 
against individuals with 
tuberculosis (TB) and their family 
members have hindered TB control 
efforts in the country, a new study 
revealed yesterday.

Titled “Exploring Tuberculosis-
related Stigma in Bangladesh”, the 
study revealed that approximately 
28 percent of people with TB 

experience stigma during the first 
three stages of their treatment cycle 
-- recognising symptoms, seeking 
care, and receiving an accurate 
diagnosis in the healthcare settings.

The National Tuberculosis 
Control Program under Directorate 
General of Health Services in 
collaboration with icddr,b hosted a 
seminar in the capital yesterday to 
share the study findings.
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DOCTORS’ STRIKE AT PRIVATE MEDICAL CENTRES

Patients suffer as services 

remain halted
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

Medical service seekers in 
Chattogram suffered yesterday 
as doctors at private hospitals, 
clinics, and diagnostic centres 
enforced a 24-hour strike.

Physicians did not attend to 
patients, even in their private 
chambers, as part of the strike.

Doctors’ organisations 

-- including Bangladesh 
Medical Association (BMA), 
Bangladesh Paediatric 
Association (BPA), and 
Swadhinata Chikitsak 
Parishad -- observed the strike 
in Chattogram from 6:00am 
yesterday to 6:00am today.

The decision came after 
two of their colleagues 
were assaulted by patients’ 

attendants following disputes 
over service on different 
occasions at Patiya General 
Hospital and Medical Center 
Hospital on April 11 and April 
14, respectively.

“We have enforced the strike 
demanding punishment for 
the attackers,” said Dr Faisal 
Iqbal Chowdhury, general 
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Amid the heat wave sweeping the nation, a passenger holds an umbrella over the rickshaw-
puller, providing some momentary relief from the scorching sun. The photo was taken in 
Dhaka’s Shahbagh area yesterday.  PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

JASHORE HIGHWAYS

Melting pitch 
poses risk
MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

The scorching heat in Jashore has caused the 
pitch on several roads and highways to melt, 
posing risks for vehicles and pedestrians alike.

Three key highways -- Jashore-Khulna, Jashore-
Jhenaidah, and Jashore-Benapole 

-- have been affected, with the 
Jashore-Narail road witnessing 

the most significant damage over 
a 10-kilometre stretch.

“Sand and crushed stones are 
being used to restore the melted 
pitch,” stated Jashore District 

Sub-Divisional Engineer Hafizur 
Rahman.
According to the RHD, black 

pitch, which absorbs more heat, is used 
on these roads. Additionally, heavy traffic and 
friction contribute to the melting.
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