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RUSSELL MURDER

SC stays ‘Abba 
Bahini’ leader 
Aftab’s bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday stayed a High 
Court order that granted bail of Aftab Uddin 
alias Rabbi, a leader of “Abba Bahini”, in a case 
filed for the murder of Saiful Islam alias Russell at 
Shubhadhaya union in South Keraniganj.

Chamber judge of the SC’s Appellate Division 
Justice M Enayetur Rahim passed the order 
following a petition filed by the state challenging 
the HC order that on March 21 granted bail to Aftab.

“Abba Bahini” came into discussion after 
January 10 when Russell was allegedly tortured 
and killed in the torture cell by the Abba Bahini 
members. 

Preserving agri 
lands top priority
Says land minister
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The government wants to ensure the preservation 
of agricultural lands in the country, as it is 
important for future generations, said Land 
Minister Narayon Chandra Chanda yesterday.

The minister made the remarks during a view 
exchange meeting with journalists in Khulna.

Sand extraction and filling of land with sand 
should also be controlled, he added. 

Media literacy more 
crucial than ever

Speakers tell CGS event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mainstream media also peddles in 
disinformation, despite being run by 
professional journalists, said speakers 
at an event held at the capital yesterday.

“A big problem of Bangladeshi media 
is the nature of its ownership, where 
independent journalism is held back 
by the owners,” said Zillur Rahman, 
executive director of Center for 
Governance Studies (CGS).

Speakers at the event spoke about 
the coercion faced by journalists within 
newsrooms and how it impacts the 
practice of objectivity.

The event titled “Confronting 
Misinformation in Bangladesh” was 
orgaised by CGS at the EMK Centre in 
the capital.

“Organisations for journalists are 

separated by their political ideologies,” 
said Rahman.

This is even more crucial seeing that 
political parties, both pro-government 
and anti-government, spread 
disinformation, he added.

At the event, speakers said this is also 
a form of oppression of journalists. 

Stephen Ibelli, public affairs counselor 
at the US Embassy in Bangladesh, said, “It 
is important that your [journalists’] voice 
is not censored, whether the government 
likes it or not, whether the public likes it 
or not, whether we like it or not.”

“Journalists do not deserve a state 
using all the instruments of their 
government to censor them,” he added.

He said media literacy is more 
important than ever. “When tech is a 
part of daily life, media literacy should 
be too,” he added.

Photo sent by a crew member aboard MV Abdullah 
yesterday.

MV Abdullah 
reaches UAE port
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Bangladeshi ship MV Abdullah, which was released 
by pirates on April 14, reached the outer anchorage 
of the UAE port Al Hamriyah at 4:30pm (Bangladesh 
time) yesterday.

The ship reached the port area around 2:30pm local 
time and anchored at B anchorage area, said Meherul 
Karim, chief executive officer (CEO) of the ship’s 
owning firm SR Shipping.

SR Shipping is a subsidiary of KSRM Group.
The ship’s captain has already contacted the port’s 

authority seeking permission to berth at a jetty, he 
said, adding that a decision is expected by the evening 
whether the ship can berth at a jetty by next tide 
tonight or tomorrow morning.

The ship was held hostage for around 32 days and got 
released allegedly after a huge amount of ransom was 
paid. However, KSRM officials refused to say anything 
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JATIYATABADI 
AINJIBI FORUM

Mahbub 
Uddin relieved 
from post of 
senior VP
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

N e w l y 
e l e c t e d 
p r e s i d e n t 
of the 
S u p r e m e 
B a r 
Association 
AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon 
has been relieved from the 
post of senior vice-president 
of Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi 
Ainjibi Forum (BJAF), a pro-
BNP lawyer’s body.

BJAF’s office secretary 
Md Ziaur Rahman issued 
a letter on Saturday to this 
effect. SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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PROTEST OVER ARREARS

60 hurt as RMG workers, 
cops clash in N’ganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

At least 50 workers and 10 policemen 
were injured during a clash between 
garment workers and law enforcers 
in Narayanganj’s Fatullah area 
yesterday afternoon.

The clash began around 12:30pm 
after hundreds of workers of 
Abanti Colour Tex Ltd, an export-
oriented garment factory of Crony 
Group, organised a demonstration 
demanding outstanding salaries for 
March.

Some vehicles were also 
vandalised during the clash, which 
lasted for an hour.

Earlier in the day, hundreds of 
workers from the garment factory 
blocked the Dhaka-Munshiganj 
regional road in Narayanganj.

They came out of the factory 
located in the town’s BSCIC area and 

blocked the road around 9:30am 
using bamboo and wooden sticks, 
creating a two-kilometre-long 
tailback on the busy road.

Assistant Superintendent of 
Industrial Police-4 Aynul Huda said 
at least 10 policemen were injured 
by brickbats thrown at them by the 

workers.
“Police went into action when 

the workers started vandalising the 
vehicles on the road.”

On the other hand, workers 
claimed that at least 50 of them were 
injured in the clash, with at least 20 
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