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An Eid reunion 
turns tragic
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Six members of two families lost their lives in the fatal road 
accident at Jhalakathi on Wednesday -- which claimed 14 
lives -- leaving their family members in grief.

The deceased are Hasibur Rahman alias Prince, 33; his 
wife Nahida Akter Sonia, 28; their children three-year-old 
Takia Akter and one-year-old Tahmid Rahman; Sonia’s 
younger sister Nipa Akter, 21, and Nipa’s husband Imran 
Hossain, 23.

Nipa married Imran, a soldier of Bangladesh Air Force, 
just a week before Ramadan. Imran had come to Shangar 
village in Jhalakathi’s Rajapur upazila on Tuesday to meet 
his in-laws.

Prince, Nipa’s brother-in-law, was taking his wife and 
two children to his father-in-law’s house in Shangar 
village, said Md Barkatullah, Prince’s cousin.

“While going to Barishal, Sonia also invited Nipa and 
Imran to go with them,” said Mohammad Zia, cousin of 
Sonia and Nipa.

“But who would know they would face such an 
unexpected death?” he asked before bursting into tears.

Having lost their two daughters, Abdul Barek Mridha 
and his wife are speechless.

Nipa has been buried in the family graveyard at her 
father’s house in Shangar village, while the dead body of 
Irman has been taken to Rangamati.

The accident occurred when a speeding truck hit three 
vehicles that were waiting to pay toll at Gabkhan Bridge 
on Wednesday around 1:30pm.

Transport workers 
block highway as 
three buses fined
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Transport workers blockaded Barishal-Kuakata 
highway in Patuakhali for around one and a half 
hour yesterday.

This came after a mobile court drive led by 
Executive Magistrate ASM Nurul Akhter Niloy fined 
three buses for carrying passengers on their roofs.

One of the three buses is owned by Riaz Uddin 
Mridha, president of Patuakhali District Bus-
Minibus Owners Association and nephew of 
former ruling party lawmaker Shajahan Miah.

The mobile court fined the three buses Tk 10,000 
each under the Road Transport Act-2018, said Niloy.

Workers took to the street and blocked the 
highway from 1:30pm to 3:00pm after the third 
bus, owned by Riaz Uddin Mridha, was fined.   

Following discussion between bus owners and 
the district administration, traffic movement was 
normalised around 3:30pm. However, the bus 
owners paid the fines, said officials concerned.

Contacted, Riaz Uddin Mridha said huge pressure 
of passengers during Eid resulted in some passengers 
travelling on the roofs of buses. Protesting the 
mobile court fine, some workers blockaded the road.

70 injured in 
B’baria clash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

At least 70 people were injured in a clash between 
two rival groups over grabbing a paddy drying 
shed in Sarail upazila of Brahmanbaria yesterday.

The incident took place around 6:00am and 
continued till 9:00am in Paramanandapur village 
of Pakshimul union under the upazila, said 
Mohammad Emranul Islam, officer-in-charge of 
Sarail Police Station.

Police fired tear shells and rubber bullets to 
bring the situation under control, and arrested 20 
persons in this connection, said the OC.

Police and villagers said, local “Kanchan group” 
and the “Ziaul Amin group” clashed, armed with 
local weapons, over previous dispute. 

The clash ensued after Mannan Mia of Kanchan 
group had an altercation with Rashid Mia of Ziaul 
Amin group over grabbing a paddy drying shed.

At least 70 people from both sides were hurt, 
including several sustaining critical injuries, said 
OC Emranul Islam.

The critically injured were sent to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital while the others to 
Sarail and Bhairab upazila health complexes   and 
Brahmanbaria General Hospital, he also said. 

TOBACCO CULTIVATION

30,000 northern 
families at health risk

Parents involving children despite them falling sick
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Widespread cultivation of tobacco 
leaf in northern Bangladesh has 
raised concerns about occupational 
health hazards.

According to Department of 
Agriculture, around  30,000 
families in Rangpur region are 
cultivating tobacco on 13,349 
hectares of land. Children 
contribute significantly to the 
tobacco farming workforce in these 
low income families of the north.

According to various studies 
including, “Paul, A., Sultana, N.N., 
Nazir, N. et al. Self-reported health 
problems of tobacco farmers in 
south-eastern Bangladesh. J Public 
Health (Berl.) 29, 595–604 (2021),” 
farmers’ self-reported tobacco-
related sicknesses were nausea, 
vomiting, dizziness, headache, 
weakness, cough, dyspnoea and 
hypersalivation.

Pesticides used in tobacco 
cultivation can cause 
skin and eye irritation, 
nerve damage, 
and respiratory 
symptoms. Dermal 
absorption of 
nicotine from 
contact with 
wet tobacco 
leaves can cause 
green tobacco 
sickness. GTS is an 
occupational poisoning 
that occurs when workers 
absorb nicotine through the 
skin as they come into contact 
with leaves of the mature tobacco 
plant. GTS is characterised largely 
by nausea, vomiting, headache, 
muscle weakness, and dizziness.

Sheuli Akhter, a fourth-grader, 
works at her father Nazar Ali’s 
tobacco plantation Bhelabari 
village under Aditmari upazila .

“ I don’t like working there. I 
often get sick. But my father insists. 
Sometimes, I have to skip school to 

work,” she said.
“Sometimes, my head feels 

like it’s going to explode, and my 
stomach feels like it’s churning.  
Baba [father] says we need the 
money.  I wouldn’t mind so much 
if it was just me, but seeing Ammu 
[mother] cough all the time...  I wish 
there was another way.”  Sheuli 
said. “But we are poor. So we keep 
working, hoping we won’t get too 
sick,” she added.

Shariful Islam (13), a seventh-

grade student 
from Bhadai 
village in Aditmari 

upazila of 
Lalmonirhat,said, “I 

can’t stand the smell 
of tobacco, but I still 

havde to work, specially 
during harvesting, drying, and 
binding of tobacco leaves, which 
requires round-the-clock effort.” 
“Harevested tobacco is then stored 
in my bedroom. I can’t even sleep at 
night.”

Nur Jahan Akhter (15),Surovi 
Akhter (11), and at least a dozen 
of children these correspondent 
talked to echoed Sheuli and 
Shariful.

Farmers engage children and 
elderly members from to cut costs 

and maximise profit.
Ajit Chandra Mohanta, 44, 

a farmer from Rangpur Sadar 
upazila, said, “This year, I expanded 
tobacco cultivation with family 
help. However, my sons often fall ill 
due while working.”

Saher Ali, 50, from Lalmonirhat 
said, “My family assists me in the 
field, but the elders and children 
often get sick, particularly during 
March-April.”

Aklima Begum, 30, said, “Despite 

good earnings, we endure physical 
sufferings. Nausea, irritation in the 
eyes and skin, vomiting, breathing 
difficulties are some of the common 
side effects.”

Dr Azmal Haque, a paediatrician 
at Aditmari Upazila Health 
Complex, said, “Children 
experience headaches, vomiting, 
and mental health related issues 
due to tobacco cultivation. This 
affects their studies. Adults mostly 
face respiratory problems.”

 President of the Lalmonirhat 
District Child Network Tah Hiatul 
Habib Mridul, said children are 
often compelled to work in tobacco 
fields. He mentioned that farmers, 
enticed by tobacco companies, 
engage their children in hazardous 
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Upazila polls to be 
held in free, fair 
environment: Quader
UNB, Dhaka

Awami League General Secretary 
Obaidul Quader yesterday said 
the upazila parishad election 
will be held in a free and fair 
environment, alleging that BNP 
leaders are making confusing 
statements over the polls.

“Elections at different tiers 
of local government are immensely important for 
empowerment of people. Upazila parishad elections will 
be held in a free, neutral, fair, and peaceful environment,” 
he said.

Quader said this in a statement sent to the media 
to protest the “false and fabricated” remarks of BNP 
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and its 
other leaders.

“BNP, as always, has taken a stance against the elections 
and the country’s democracy. That is why people have 
turned away from them,” said the AL leader.


