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tasks. He expressed concern 
over witnessing children 
working in tobacco 
fields and emphasised 
the necessity of raising 
farmers’ awareness to 
protect children from such 
perilous labour.

Omar Faruk, upazila 
agriculture officer, 
criticised the farmers’ in this 
regard. “Profit blinds them, 
they ignore our advice and 
cultivate tobacco despite 
the health risks.”

Obaidur Rahman 
Mandal, additional director 
of DAE in Rangpur region, 
said, “Forcing farmers to 
stop is not feasible, but 
we conduct awareness 

campaigns to reduce 
cultivation.”

“We are trying to reduce 
tobacco cultivation by 
making farmers aware. 
Tobacco cultivation is 
very harmful to soil, 
environment and human 
health, and is also having 
an adverse effect on food 
production,” he added.

There are offices and 
warehouses for six tobacco 
companies in Lalmonirhat, 
and their representatives 
are in direct contact with 
the farmers to help them 
with tobacco cultivation.

But none of them agreed 
to comment on the health 
risks when approached by 
this correspondent.

PM regrets lack of
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has attained huge maritime 
boundaries and to utilise 
the marine resources, it has 
also announced a plan for a 
blue economy.

“But, unfortunately, 
we have not been able to 
extract resources from the 
deep sea,” she said.

The PM also said the 
prime aim of her government 
is to ensure food security 
first, then nutrition.

The government is 
working to mechanise 
agriculture and for that, 
special attention has 
been given to this issue, 
including providing 
subsidies, she added.

She emphasised more 
research work, saying 
no country can advance 
without it.

PM Hasina also 
emphasised improving the 
storage capacity of all kinds 
of products, including food 
grains, fish, and meat items, 
to ensure food security.

She asked the people 
concerned to provide safe 
food to the fisheries and 
livestock to make food safe 
for humans.

The premier also 
encouraged the private 
sector to step forward to 
improve poultry, fisheries, 
and livestock items in the 
country.

Pori Moni summoned
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charges of the case, as the 
investigation officer did 
not find her involvement.

On March 18 this 
year, Inspector Md 
Monir Hossain of Dhaka 
District’s Police Bureau 
of Investigation (PBI), also 
the IO of the case, pressed 
charges against them.

Pori Moni had earlier, 
on June 14, 2021, filed a 
case against Nasir and two 
others with Savar Police 
Station on charges of rape 
and murder attempts, 
centring the same incident 
that took place on June 9 
of the same year.

The case is now pending 
with the Women and 
Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal-9 of 
Dhaka.

On July 6, 2022, former 
Dhaka Boat Club executive 
and businessman Nasir 
filed the case -- in which the 
court summoned the actress 
yesterday -- against Pori 
Moni and the two others.

According to Nasir’s 
complaint, Pori and her 
friends used to visit famous 
clubs, get drunk, and take 
liquor with them without 
making payment by 
threatening to file fake cases 
using their connections 
with the police.

On the night of June 
9, 2021, Pori and her 
associates went to Dhaka 
Boat Club in Savar. Later, 
Pori tried to take a bottle 

of liquor as a parcel for free, 
which the plaintiff denied.

After that, Pori Moni 
started assaulting him 
verbally and threw a 
serving glass and phone at 
Nasir, hurting him on the 
head and chest. They also 
threatened to beat up and 
kill Nasir, he said in the 
statement.

To cover up the incident, 
Pori Moni filed the case 
against Nasir and the 
others, the complaint also 
said. 

Meanwhile, Pori Moni 
and two others are also 
facing a case filed under 
the Narcotics Control Act, 
which is now pending with 
the Special Judge Court-10 
of Dhaka.

I don’t remember
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He also asked, “Are they 
[journalists] all in favour of 
the MP? All in favour of the 
government?”

“I don’t even remember 
saying such words. But I 
did not protest what they 
[journalists] wrote. I didn’t 
say anything,” he added.

His son Shabab 
Chowdhury is contesting 

for the post of chairman in 
the Subarnachar Upazila 
Parishad election.

Shabab’s rival 
candidate in this election 
is AHM Khairul Anam 
Chowdhury, president of 
the district unit AL and 
three-time chairman of 
the Upazila Parishad. The 
election will be held on 
May 8.

8 arrested over bus
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over drug trade and 
extortion. On December 
22 last year, Rihan and 
his associates attacked 
and hacked Habib in 
this connection. Rihan 
was later arrested and 
remained in jail until he 
came out on bail before 
Eid, said Harun Or Rashid, 
additional commissioner 

(DB) of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police.

Habib and his associates 
hacked Pavel to death with 
local sharp weapons in 
Swapnanagar residential 
area of Pallabi on April 14, 
he added.

Rihan’s mother Parul 
Begum filed a case with 
Pallabi Police Station in 
this connection.

EC summons
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submit a copy of the form 
in person on April 15. 

Mentionable Lutfol, joint 
general secretary of Singra 
upazila Awami League 
and a former chairman of 
Sherkol Union Parishad, 
is also a brother-in-law 
of State Minister for ICT 
Zunaid Ahmed Palak.

The letter said the EC 
summoned Lutfol, as the 
reports received from the 
local administration and 
intelligence agencies as 
well as reports published by 
media primarily found the 
allegations [against Lutfol] 
to be true. 

Meanwhile, EC sources 
said that the total number 
of valid candidates for the 
first phase of polls stood 
at 1,786 after scrutiny of 
nomination papers.

During the scrutiny 
on Wednesday, returning 

officers cancelled the 
candidatures of 104 
aspirants -- 46 for the 
chairman posts, 40 for the 
vice chairman posts, and 
18 for the vice chairman 
posts reserved for women 
-- during the scrutiny.

A total of 1,890 aspirants 
-- 695 aspirants submitted 
nominations for the 
chairman posts, 724 for the 
vice chairman posts, and 
471 for the vice chairman 
posts reserved for women -- 
have submitted nomination 
papers to contest in the first 
phase of upazila elections 
across 150 upazilas.

After the scrutinising 
nomination papers, the 
number of valid candidates 
for chairman position 
stood at 649, for the vice 
chairman 684, and for 
the vice chairman posts 
reserved for women 453.

The upazila elections will 
take place in four phases. A 
total of 161 upazilas will be 
part of polls on May 21 in 
the second phase, and 112 
upazilas will go to polls on 
May 29 in the third phase.

The fourth phase is 
expected to take place on 
June 5.
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Marina on 100
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very locally, she teaches, 
lectures, and is recognised 
internationally, modelling 
architecture not as an 
individual signature but as 
a collective Esperanto,” the 
magazine also said. 

Marina’s work was 
previously honoured with 
the 2016 Aga Khan Award 
for Architecture and by the 
American Academy of Arts 
and Letters Awards in 2021.

She was also named the 
winner of the Millennium 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the Lisbon Architecture 
Triennale 2022.

Thousands remain stranded at airports 
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He also said authorities 
had asked the respective 
airlines to provide food 
and accommodation to 
those passengers who 
had already arrived at the 
airport.

Kamrul Islam, general 
manager of public relations 
at US-Bangla Airlines, said 
they had delayed their 

flights on Dubai route and 
informed the passengers.

“We are keeping in touch 
with the Dubai airport 
authorities. As soon as we 
get a response from them, 
we will resume the flight 
operations,” he said.

Iqbal Hasan who came 
from Cumilla, said he was 
supposed to fly to Jeddah 
via Dubai on Wednesday by 

Emirates.
“I am yet to get 

information about when 
the flight will finally take 
off,” he said.

Tariqul Islam, a migrant 
worker, said he was 
supposed to fly to Dubai by 
Air Arabia yesterday. But he 
was not sure when the flight 
would be rescheduled.

On a typical day, 

250,000 people pass 
through Dubai Airport, 
the world’s busiest airport, 
reports The Independent.

Dubai was drenched in 
a year and a half’s worth 
of rain in a single day on 
Tuesday, killing at least 
one person and causing 
major travel chaos that was 
continuing till the filing of 
this report.
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The Rakhine community celebrates ‘Sangrai’,  known as the water festival, at Kuakata’s Keranipara village 
yesterday afternoon. They gathered at the spot from Patuakhali’s Kalapara and Barguna’s Taltali upazilas to 
participate in the three-day event, organised to welcome Bangla New Year 1431. PHOTO: SOHRAB HOSSAIN
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