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His relatives, friends and
well-wishers are requested
to offer prayers for the
departed soul. Huq began
journalism career at the
Bangladesh Observer
and became its feature
editor. Later, he worked
at The Daily Star, The
Daily Telegraph and The
Financial Express as the
senior news consultant.

Shabnam
Huq’s death

anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is
the 24th
death
anniv-
ersary  of
Shabnam
Hugq,
wife of
Arham Masudul Huq, chief
executive officer of Dhaka
Bank Foundation, said a
press release. His relatives,
friends and well-wishers
have been requested to
pray for the departed soul.
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removing the debris. Some
were selling salvageable
materials, while others
were discarding them.

The owners said the
construction of the market
on the site should be
completed swiftly.

Meanwhile, many said
the DSCC did not issue any
prior notice about the drive.

Mizanur Rahman, the
proprietor of New Raju
Garments, said, “We were
informed..., but no specific
date was given.”

Mohammad Hriday of
Nurjahan Garments, said,
“Dates were given four

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Atop the Barlekha Upazila
Agriculture Office in Moulvibazar
sits a delicate rooftop garden,
featuring a tapestry of flowers. A
whopping 250 flower varieties are
blooming on this roof.

This rooftop oasis is the
brainchild of Monowar Hossain,
the Agriculture Officer of Barlekha
Upazila. The little free time he is
afforded during and after work,
Monowar tends to the garden with
an unwavering dedication. For him,
this is not merely a hobby, rather a
labour of love that is a testament
to Monowar’s commitment to
preserving nature.

Shanku Lal Das, a guard of the
office, said that vegetables were
originally grown on the roof of the
office, but only for short periods.
The rest of the time, the roof was
left bare.

After Monowar joined the office,

he began this initiative.

Monowar said he initially started
making the roof suitable for
flower cultivation by collecting the
necessary materials - including
empty paint buckets, cement tubs,
terracotta tubs, plastic half drums,
and fruit crates. The soil is prepared
with loam soil, earthworm manure,
coco peat, compost, coarse sand,
brick chips, cow dung, rotted
leaves, egg shells, mustard seeds
and a small number of chemical
fertilisers. After the soil is prepared,
it has to be left alone to set for some
time. Later, Monowar collected
seedlings from various nurseries
and through online shops.

There are hundreds of domestic
and foreign varieties of flowers in
this garden including 39 varieties
of domestic and foreign roses; 13
varieties of gerbera; 23 varieties of
rain lilies; 50 varieties of adenium
(desert roses); 20 varieties of
gardenias; 8 varieties of gladiolus;

10 varieties of wood roses; 45
varieties of purslane or time flower;
8 varieties of crown-of-thorns; 3
varieties of chrysanthemum, and 2
varieties of marigold.

There are also

some fruit
trees. Most are mangoes -
Sunflower, Kyuzai, Bari Mango-4,
Banana Mango and Brunei King.
Additionally, Safeda, Zara lemon,
dragon fruit and malta are also
available, along with herbs like
mint, aloe vera, basil and lettuce
leaves.

A swarm of bees and butterflies
usually flocks to this rooftop
garden, so Monowar also set up a
bee-box for cultivation.

“It gives me a lot of joy when
the flowers, planted by my own
hands, bloom. Many people come
to this rooftop to see flowers.
Some are then inspired to love
nature. If someone wants to build a
rooftop garden, I will give them full
support,” Monowar said, smiling.

Dhaka and accepted an
invitation from Hasan
Mahmud to visit Dhaka and
inaugurate the mission.
Foreign Minister Hasan
Mahmud asked George
Gerapetritis to promote
the import of high-quality
Bangladeshi products by

shipping sector can create
a win-win situation as
they complement each
other. They also agreed on
building a legal framework
in this regard.

“Greece has vast
experience in shipbuilding,
recycling and other areas

Maria Jesus Montero.

Both sides agreed to
establish cooperation in
theareasofclimate change,
water management,
food and agriculture
cooperation, green energy,
environmental sectors and
issues of mutual interest.

Coastal villagers switch to LPG
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This makes life difficult
for some locals as both
firewood and LPG are now
beyond their means.
Moktar  Hossain, a
resident of  Sutarkhali
village, said, “I used to go
into the forest with my
wife to collect wood. Now
it has become difficult to
do that. Some families
have resorted to using tree
branches and leaves that
come floating down the
river as fuel.”

Masum Ali Fakir,
chairman of Sutarkhali
Union  Parishad, said
that the locals have
used firewood from
the Sundarbans for
generations. However,
almost every local has

changed their habit over
the past few years.

“It will be beneficial
if low cost LPG or some
alternative, affordable fuel
is provided to the poor

people of this area either by
the government, the NGOs,
or the forest department,”
he added.

“In our locality, young
men who are otherwise
suited for marriage don’t
get brides if there is no LPG
connection at their home,”
said Hira Munda, a resident
of Katkata village in Koyra
upazila.

LPG is convenient, and
it has also become a status
symbol, she added.

Abu  Naser  Mohsin
Hossain, divisional forest
officer(Sundarbans West),
told The Daily Star that
now there is no scope to
illegally extract resources
from the Sundarbans.

“Dependence on
forest has been reduced
significantly. Locals

adjacent of Sundarbans,
including Dacope and
Koyra of Khulna, and
Burigoalini, Gabura,
Munshiganj of Satkhira,

have been using LPG for
the last few years, he said.

“In these regions, the
dependence on forest wood
for energy was almost one
hundred percent. This
change is the result of
the overall efforts of the
forest department, law
enforcement agencies, and
NGOs. This will improve
the quality of life for people
as well as the health of
the Sundarbans,” Mohsin
added.
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AZAN 435 12-45 445 624 745
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SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Rab arrests 2, including mastermind
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1,200 per dump truck,” the
Rab official said.

D e ce as ed
Sazzaduzzaman, the beat

as a brave and honest
officer. He conducted
several drives, seized five
earth-cutting dredgers
and several dumpers. He

against the group, he dumper (ruck carrying
added. stolen  earth  crushed

One of the dump trucks Sazzaduzzaman to death
that was seized belonged to  at  Harinmara  reserve

the arrestee Kamal, Sazzad forest in Ukhiya, when the
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