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against Boro Moni 
under the Women and 
Children Repression and 
Prevention Act with the 
police station. 

She accused Boro Moni 
of raping her at gunpoint 
at his residence in the 
capital’s Uttara on the 
night of March 29. 

Boro Moni, who is also 
secretary general of the 
district’s Bus-Minibus 
Owners’ Association, is 
currently on the run.

Earlier, on April 5 
last year, Boro Moni was 
accused in a case filed over 
raping and torturing a 
17-year-old girl in Tangail 
Sadar. Boro Moni’s wife 
Nigar Aftab was also 

accused in the case on 
charges of torturing the 
girl. The victim had alleged 
that she became pregnant 
due to the rape.

On October 9, 2023, the 
Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court upheld a 
High Court order that on 
July 11 granted bail to Boro 
Moni in the rape case.

The apex court passed 
the order after examining 
the DNA test report that 
stated that Kibria is not the 
biological father of the rape 
victim’s child.

Later, the victim was 
found dead in her house on 
November 18. 

The authorities 
concerned alleged that the 
victim died by suicide.

Patients endure hours of wait
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While some were sent for 
observation, some returned 
home after getting first aid.

An official at the 
emergency department 
said the department usually 
sees around 200 patients a 
day, while during the three 
days of Eid vacation, the 
hospital saw around 250 
patients daily.

On the night of Eid 
day, these correspondents 
witnessed a long serial of 
patients in front of the OT, 
while long queues of their 
relatives were seen in front 
of the emergency doctors’ 
room.

Most of these patients 
came to the facility after 
being injured in road 
accidents in different parts 
of the country.

T h i r t y - y e a r - o l d 
Arifuzzaman Arif was also 
waiting outside the OT on 
Saturday morning after he 
got injured in a motorcycle 
accident in Khulna on 
Friday.

“I required an 
emergency surgery which 
wasn’t possible at Khulna 
Medical College Hospital, 
so they sent me here,” said 
Arif.

Director of Nitor, Prof 
Kazi Shamim Uzzaman, 
said during the three days 
of vacation, patients from 
all over the country came 
to the facility.

While most were 
discharged with first aid, 
some required operation. 
But many had to wait for 
hours for surgeries, he 
added.

“To tackle the rush of 
patients, an emergency 
response team comprising 
12 doctors was formed. 
Apart from this, seven 
senior consultants, 
including myself, have been 
on duty every day during 
the vacation,” said Prof 
Kazi Shamim.

When asked why less 
than 100 doctors were on 
duty, he said they tried their 
best to provide services 
with the limited number 
of available doctors and 
nurses.

On Eid day, a senior staff 
nurse of Nitor told this 
newspaper that only two 
nurses were on duty for 79 
patients in the ward she 
was working at.

“My shift started at 
9:30pm, and it took until 

midnight to give medicines 
and injections to all the 
patients.’’

Seeking anonymity, 
another nurse said, “We 
are under a lot of pressure 
to handle the patients. But 
we are happy to serve them 
during Eid.”

Meanwhile, doctors at 
the emergency department 
of Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital said 40 percent of 
the accident victims were of 
bike accidents.

Mohammad Alauddin, 
resident surgeon of the 
hospital, said around 120 
people from Dhaka and 
adjoining areas came to 
the hospital after being 
injured in road accidents 
from Wednesday night to 
Sunday, while four of them 
died.

Patients with heat
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private chamber and also 
in the medicine ward at 
Chittagong Medical College 
Hospital (CMCH). However, 
most patients don’t need 
hospitalisation as their 
symptoms are mild,” said 
Dr Aniruddha Ghosh, 
professor of medicine at 
CMCH. 

People have to be 
cautious when eating food 

and drinking water, as most 
of the microorganisms 
spread through 
contaminated water and 
food, he explained. 

“Besides, there are risks 
of heat stroke. So, people 
should not go under the 
sun directly and if anyone 
suffers a heat stroke, 
immediate treatment 
should be started,” he 
added.  

Eid comes three days
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finally called me yesterday 
and said he was alright, my 
heart became full again. 
Now it finally feels like Eid,” 
said Saleha.

Sabbib’s sister Mitu 
Akter said they are eagerly 
waiting for Sabbir to come 
back home safely.

“We have spent a month 
worrying about the well-
being of my brother. Now it 
feels so good to know that 
he is safe. We don’t know 
when he will return to the 
country, but our joy will 
increase manifold when 
we will be able to see him 
again,” she said.

The 22-year-old Sabbir 
joined MV Abdullah as 
a crew member in 2022, 
after graduating from 
Chittagong Marine 
Academy.

Meanwhile, Saleh 
Ahmed and Anwal Haque 
Raju, two of the sailors who 
were aboard the hijacked 
MV Abdullah, both hail 
from Noakhali.

While Saleh Ahmed’s 
house is in Rampur Union 
of Companyganj Upazila, 
Raju is a resident of 

Noakhla union of Chatkhil 
upazila.

Saleh’s wife and three 
daughters are eagerly 
awaiting his return. The 
feeling is mutual for the 
parents of Anwal Haque 
Raju. The families can 
finally celebrate Eid.

Raju’s relatives said 
that Raju, the youngest 
sibling, was supposed to 
celebrate Eid at home. 
He had boarded the ship 
from Singapore in late 
November last year. Azizul 
Haque, Raju’s father, 
said, “We finally found 
relief after the news of his 
release. We are also happy 
all of the sailors were 
returned unharmed.”

On the other hand, 
Saleh Ahmed had spent his 
last Eid at work. This year, 
he was supposed to spend 
it with his family.

Tanya Akhtar, Saleh’s 
wife, said, “I was very 
worried. I was not sure 
if we would ever see him 
again.”

Both families expressed 
gratitude to the authorities  
concerned for handling the 
situation.
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Martyrdom anniv of 
five family members

STAR REPORT

The 53rd martyrdom anniversary of five members 
of the family of Saidur Rahman, founder (president) 
of Projonmo ’71, was observed yesterday, said a press 
release.

The deceased are the father, mother, and three elder 
brothers of Saidur Rahman, a senior news presenter at 
Channel-i.

His father Fazlur Rahman, an engineer; mother 
Hosne Akter, an NGO trainer; and brothers Mostafizur 
Rahman (Mojnu), a college student; Hasinur Rahman 
(Hiron), and Azizur Rahman (Babu), both high 
school students, were brutally killed at their railway 
government residence in Saidpur, Nilphamari by the 
Pakistani occupation army and its collaborators on 
April 15, 1971.

The perpetrators charged Saidur’s mother with a 
bayonet and buried her alive.

They were killed for their involvement in the Liberation 
War.  Saidur, along with his elder sister Dilruba Khatun 
(Kajol) and younger sister late Camellia Rahman (Kakon), 
narrowly escaped the killing mission.
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Punno Paul organises his sun-dried pottery pieces over a furnace. He sells each earthenware for Tk 5-70, 
depending on size and usage, earning around Tk 6,500-7,000 per month. The photo was taken at Ranaigram 
Palpara in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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The experts also called for 
comprehensive medical 
treatment, rehabilitation, 
and compensation for 
workers in industries like 
shipbreaking who may 

have been exposed to 
asbestos. They stressed the 
need for the government 
to prioritise the health 
and safety of its citizens by 
banning asbestos use and 
importation.

2nd Edition


