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‘Shocking increase’ of 
children denied aid in conflicts

UN official warns as relief ops come under attack by govts
AFP, United Nations

A growing number of children caught 
up in armed conflicts around the globe 
are being denied access to critical 
humanitarian aid, a United Nations 
official warned Wednesday, as relief 
operations come under attack or are 
blocked by governments.

The last report by the UN secretary-
general on the rights of children in 
conflicts, published in June 2023, 
recorded nearly 4,000 confirmed cases 
of aid being denied to children, from 
Gaza to Yemen, Afghanistan and Mali.

“Data gathered for our forthcoming 
2024 report shows we are on target 
to witness a shocking increase of the 

incidents of the denial of humanitarian 
access globally,” Virginia Gamba, the 
secretary-general’s special representative 
for children and armed conflict, told the 
Security Council Wednesday.

She said last year’s figure already 
represented an “exponential” increase 
since 2019.

“Cases of denial of humanitarian 
access are linked to the restriction of 
humanitarian activities and movements; 
interference with humanitarian 
operations and discrimination of aid 
recipients; direct and indiscriminate 
attacks on civilian infrastructure; 
disinformation and detention, violence 
against, and killing of, humanitarian 
personnel; and looting,” Gamba said.

She did not specify which countries 
would be singled out in the 2024 report, 
set to be released this summer.

Nearly half of the cases in last year’s 
report -- 1,861 -- were of Israeli forces 
denying aid to children in Gaza.

That report came before the October 
7 attack by Hamas militants on southern 
Israel and the ensuing all-out war in Gaza.

The UN has since repeatedly 
denounced restrictions Israel has put on 
aid entering the war-torn territory.

“As a result of these constraints, 
children cannot access age-appropriate 
nutritious food or medical services 
and have less than two to three liters of 
water per day,” UNICEF deputy executive 
director Ted Chaiban told the Council.

INDIA POLLS CAMPAIGN

CAA in focus as 
Modi, Mamata 
court Bengal
NDTV ONLINE

Cooch Behar, the crucial north West Bengal 
district in India, became subject to strong 
opposing political views yesterday as Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi held rallies within 30 km of each 
other. While Banerjee labelled the BJP worse than 
a snake -- “You can trust a snake and even pet it, 
but not the BJP” --- the PM addressed what has 
come to be the burning political issue in the state, 
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). But his 
defence was crouched in an attack on the ruling 
Trinamool Congress -- the CAA is being tarred to 
remove attention from corruption, he said. “They 
(INDIA bloc) never cared for the marginalised 
communities. Now that we have brought CAA, 
they are spreading rumours and lies. It is Modi ki 
guarantee to provide citizenship to those who have 
faith in Maa Bharati,” he said yesterday evening, 
addressing a rally at Rash Mela grounds. The CAA 
issue was addressed by Banerjee. As soon as one 
registers under the Citizenship Amendment Act, 
one will be deemed to be from Bangladesh and 
they will lose all basic rights, she told her audience. 

Lanka sees no need 

for talks with India 

on island it ceded
REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka does not see any need to re-open talks 
on a contentious island ceded to it by New Delhi 
50 years ago, the foreign minister has said, after 
the low-key territorial squabble turned into a hot-
button election issue in India. The party of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, who is expected to win 
general elections that start on April 19, has flagged 
the issue of Indian fishermen discontented after 
a 1976 pact between the neighbours barred them 
from the waters around the island. “This is a 
problem discussed and resolved 50 years ago and 
there is no necessity to have further discussions 
on this,” Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry 
told the domestic Hiru television channel on 
Wednesday. “I don’t think it will come up,” he said, 
adding that no one had yet raised the question of 
a change in the status of the island.

We must remember that the 
sacred commitment we 

make to our Allies -- to 
defend every inch of Nato 
territory -- makes us safer 
too.

US President Joe Biden says as Nato 

marks its 75th anniversary 
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Gaza aid efforts dealt major blow
Israel’s attack on relief workers prompts withdrawal of aid agencies; 62 more killed, 91 injured 

AGENCIES

The plight of starving Palestinians in 
Gaza is worsening as Israel’s actions 
have deterred critical aid agencies and 
imposed severe constraints on essential 
humanitarian efforts in the enclave.

As famine looms and cases of death 
by starvation emerge, at least three 
aid providers yesterday suspended 
operations in Gaza after Israeli airstrikes 
this week killed seven workers from World 
Central Kitchen (WCK), an aid group that 
was central to a much-touted new sea 
corridor from Cyprus. 

The killings, which included six foreign 
victims, caused an international uproar 
against Israel, reports CNN.

“The Israeli government needs to stop 
this indiscriminate killing,” WCK founder 
Jose Andres wrote on X after the workers 
were killed. 

WCK and Anera, another aid group, 
have said they will pause operations in 
Gaza following the incident. The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) is reportedly also 
suspending operations.

“It is a huge blow to the humanitarian 
operation in Gaza,” said Juliette Touma, 

spokesperson at the UN’s Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA), the principal 
aid agency in Gaza that has itself been 
sidelined by Israel.

More than 33,037 Palestinians 

have been killed and 75,668 have been 
injured in Israeli offensive on Gaza since 
October 7, the Gaza health ministry 
said in a statement yesterday. Some 62 
Palestinians were killed and 91 injured in 
the past 24 hours, it added.

US President Joe Biden was set to speak 
by phone with Netanyahu yesterday. 
A US official said Biden was likely to 
bring up the need for better protections 
for humanitarian workers and for an 
increase into Gaza of food shipments, 
reports Reuters.

Biden and Netayahu were also expected 
to discuss Israel’s plans to send ground 
forces into Gaza’s densely crowded far-
southern city of Rafah, and Israel’s wider 
conflict with Iran and its allies after it was 
blamed for a deadly strike on the Iranian 
consulate building in Syria’s capital.

Three former Supreme Court justices 
have joined more than 600 members of 
the British legal profession in calling for 
the UK government to halt arms sales 
to Israel, saying it could make Britain 
complicit in genocide in Gaza.

Meanwhile, Hamas official Osama 
Hamdan said yesterday there has been no 
progress in Gaza ceasefire talks despite 
the movement showing flexibility.

Hamdan said Netanyahu was placing 
obstacles hindering both parties from 
reaching an agreement, and that he 
is “not interested” in releasing Israeli 
hostages.

Palestinian boys sit on building rubble following overnight Israeli bombardment in 
Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.  

TAIWAN EARTHQUAKE

Ops on to rescue 
scores trapped 
in road tunnels
AFP, Hualien

Taiwanese rescuers yesterday worked to 
reach scores of people trapped in highway 
tunnels as engineers began a massive 
clear-up operation a day after the island’s 
biggest earthquake in a quarter of a 
century.

Ten people were killed and nearly 1,100 
injured in Wednesday’s magnitude-7.4 
quake, but strict building regulations 
and widespread public disaster awareness 
appear to have staved off a major 
catastrophe on the island.

The island has been shaken by hundreds 
of strong aftershocks since the first quake, 
and the government warned people to 
be wary of landslides or rockfalls if they 
ventured to the countryside for Qingming, 
a two-day public holiday that began 
yesterday.


