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Ban bulkheads movement 
for safe Eid journey: SCRF
UNB, Dhaka

Shipping and Communication Reporters 
Forum (SCRF) yesterday urged the 
government to ban movement of sand-
carrying vessels or bulkheads from April 
8-15 to prevent accidents on waterways 
during the Eid journey.

The organisation also demanded mobile 
court drives against all types of illegal vessels.

In a statement, SCRF president Ashis 
Kumar Dey and its general secretary Lion 
Mohd Jahangir Alam called for immediate 
action to conduct mobile court drives 
across the country.

They urged the Ministry of Shipping, 
Department of Shipping (DoS), Bangladesh 
Inland Water Transport Authority 
(BIWTA), River Police and Coast Guard to 
pay heed to their demand.

The organisation called for the 
involvement of district administration and 
the police to prevent waterway accidents.

In addition to punishing masters and 
drivers (sailors) without documents, the 
statement also demanded that vessel 
owners be held accountable for employing 
sailors without proper documents

The statement expressed deep concern 
over frequent waterway accidents and the 
sinking of cargo boats in different parts of 
the country after being hit by bulkheads. 

Despite the restriction on the movement 
of bulkheads from sunset to sunrise, the 
statement highlighted that hundreds of 
bulkheads are operating at night in absence 
of monitoring by the administration.

Citing the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on the Ministry of Shipping, 
the leaders of the SCRF stated that while 
the number of registered vessels is 15,000, 
there are at least 85,000 types of vessels 
across the country.

Among these, approximately 70,000 
vessels are operating illegally, with bulkheads 
making up at least 6,000 of them, they said.

EID JOURNEY

Cops to monitor 
highways with 
drones
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Highway Police will monitor the areas prone to traffic 
congestion by flying drones to alleviate sufferings of 
passengers during the Eid journey.

Md Shahabuddin, additional inspector general of 
police and also chief of Highway Police, confirmed 
the matter yesterday after inspecting Dhaka-Aricha 
and Nabinagar-Chandra highways. 

“Use of technology improves the quality of our 
services and enhances our efficiency. For this reason, 
we will use body cameras, drone cameras and CCTV 
cameras to monitor the highways. Areas that are 
prone to traffic congestion will be monitored with 
drones. We will also try to give traffic instructions 
through drones,” he said.

He also informed that construction materials 
have been removed from the highways to make Eid 
journey smoother, while construction works will 
continue within enclosures.

Strict legal action will be taken against those who 
will collect extra rent anywhere on the highways, he 
added.

JP leader jailed for 
4yrs in graft case
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sentenced Jatiyo Party 
leader Col (retd) Dr Abdul Kader Khan to four years 
in jail in a corruption case filed against him for 
amassing wealth beyond known sources of income.

Judge Sheikh Hafizur Rahman of Dhaka Special 
Judge Court-9 of Dhaka delivered the verdict in 
presence of Kader, also a former lawmaker from 
Gaibandha-1.

The judge also fined him Tk 61.92 lakh and 
directed the authorities concerned to confiscate the 
fined money in favour of the state.

Kader was, however, relieved from the charges of 
concealing wealth statement of Tk 24 lakh as the 
allegation could not be proved against him.

Anti-Corruption Commission filed the case against 
him with Ramna Model Police Station in 2019.

After investigation, the ACC pressed charges 
against him on March 16, 2022.

15 detained for 
pickpocketing, 
snatching phones
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Detective Branch of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police yesterday claimed to have arrested 15 
persons involved in criminal activities including 
pickpocketing and stealing mobile phones.

They were arrested during special drives conducted 
in the capital’s Pallabi, Jatrabari, Signboard, and 
Chattogram Road areas on Wednesday.

The detectives recovered 79 smartphones, and 24 
button mobile phones from their possession.

Among the arrestees, some are wanted in 
numerous cases filed over theft and snatching, said 
Mashiur Rahman, deputy commissioner of police, 
Lalbagh Division.

These criminals used to steal mobile phones and 
cash by entering houses where the residents go to 
sleep without locking doors properly after Sehri, he 
said.

They also used to snatch away cell phones from 
anyone using those at crowded places such as 
markets, or while sitting next to open windows in 
public transports and private cars, he also said.

After stealing the phones, they used to sell those 
to brokers in front of Dhaka South City Corporation, 
at Stadium Market, and in Gulistan at Tk 500 to 
Tk 7,000, said Mashiur, also an additional deputy 
inspector general of police.

“For selling the phones, they used to change the 
IMEI number with software. Sometimes mobile 
displays, camera casings, motherboards, batteries, 
and other parts are sold separately,” he added.

SHOALS ON DHAKA-BARISHAL ROUTE

Passenger launches at 
risk of running aground

SUSHANTA GHOSH

Passenger launches on Dhaka-Barishal river route are 
at risk of running aground during the Eid journey due 
to underwater shoals in the rivers. 

As such, operating launches on the route 
may be risky during the journey of home-
goers ahead of Eid, said launch drivers.

At least one lakh people may 
travel on the river route daily ahead 
of Eid-ul-Fitr.

According to Bangladesh 
Inland Water Transport 
Authority, passenger launches 
and cargo vessels require at least 
8-12 metres of depth of water 
to navigate and sometimes run 
aground where the water is no 
more than four or five metres deep, 
often due to underwater shoals.

A total of 20 passenger launches will 
operate on the route for Eid journey, said 
launch owners.

They also said these launches will make round trips 
if passengers are available.

There are also plans to double the number of 
launches on domestic routes, but the need for 
navigability at different river points is likely to cause 
obstacles to that end, the launch owners added.

“Due to shallow waters and underwater shoals 
at different points, launched will have to 

run slowly, thereby taking more time to 
reach the destination. Sometimes, if a 

launch runs aground, it has to wait 
for the tide, which often takes up to 
three hours,” said Saidur Rahman 
Rintu, vice president of Launch 
Owners Association.

“If a launch runs aground, 
it takes hours to make it move 

again, while fuel consumption 
also increases. It also poses a risk 

for the vessel to sink or undergo 
accidents at any time. So, we are 

worried,” said Abdus Shukkur, chief 
master of MV Survi-7.

Launch drivers said that underwater 
shoals have formed in at least 18 places on Dhaka-
Barishal route as well as local routes within Barishal, 
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RMG workers 
protest for 
arrears
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Savar

Hundreds of workers from 
Odyssey Craft (Pvt) Ltd in 
Dhamrai protested for the 
second consecutive day 
yesterday, demanding their 
salaries for March and Eid 
bonuses.

The demonstration 
began at 8:00am near 
Sombhag Union Parishad 
Bazar.

Arriving at the factory, 
workers found it closed 
without prior notice, 
leading to frustration and 
anger. They protested 
in front of the factory, 
attempting to block the 
Dhaka-Aricha highway, 
said Russell Pramanik, 
president of the Bangladesh 
Textile and Clothing 
Industry Workers League’s 
regional committee. 

Dhamrai Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Sirajul 
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