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Meanwhile, Tk 6.19 crore 
was collected in a savings 
account opened with the 
money raised to help the 
affected businessmen 
following the fire incident.

However, none of the 
affected businessmen 
reportedly received the aid 
money.

Asked, Helal Uddin, 
president of Bangladesh 
Shop Owners Association, 
confirmed it.

A DSCC source said 
the money from the 
savings is being considered 
for spending on the 
construction of the proposed 
market complex, adjusting 
it to the amount the shop 
owners were supposed to 
pay in installments.

Zahirul Islam, general 

secretary of a shop 
owners’ association at 
Bangabazar, said, “We 
are eagerly waiting for 
construction of the new 
building to start as soon 
as possible and hope that 
it will be completed within 
stipulated time.”

DSCC mayor Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh, said, “The 
ongoing business activities 
will continue till Eid-ul-Fitr, 
after which the construction 
works of the new market 
complex will begin. We 
hope the premier will lay its 
foundation stone.”   

“The tender process in 
this regard has already 
been completed. At the 
new market, space will be 
provided to those whose 
shops were damaged in the 
fire,” he added.

FLOODS, DROUGHTS

‘Training communities 
can help reduce risks’

UNB, Dhaka

State Minister for Disaster Management 
and Relief Md Mohibbur Rahman 
yesterday said conducting large-scale 
simulation exercises in the Haor and 
Barind regions is imperative to reduce 
possible flash floods or droughts.

“These exercises, overseen by disaster 
management committees, are essential 
for effectively preparing communities to 
mitigate potential disasters and enhance 
overall resilience in these vulnerable 
areas,” he said while speaking as the chief 
guest at a workshop.

Mentionable, simulation exercises 
help prepare communities and allow 
for stress testing plans and systems for 
effective response. 

Systems, emergency procedures, 
contingency plans, response 
mechanisms, and equipment are tested 
in these exercises.

FAO Bangladesh, together with WFP, 
German Red Cross, CARE, and Action 
Against Hunger, hosted the workshop, 
titled “National Consultative Workshop 
on Shock Responsive Social Protection 
in Anticipatory Action,” in the capital.

The workshop marked a “crucial 
initiative” to improve the country’s 
resilience and preparedness in the face of 
emerging challenges and crises.

FAO Representative in Bangladesh, Dr 
Jiaoqun Shi, underlined the necessity of 
moving beyond reactive measures and 
embracing strategies that will enable 
them to anticipate, mitigate, and respond 
to shocks before they escalate into full-
blown crises.

FAO is committed to supporting 
the government of Bangladesh and its 
partners in advancing shock-responsive 
social protection and building resilience 
in the food and agriculture sectors, he 
said. 

Rajuk finds gross violation
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had no NOC or trade licence, 
reads the probe report. 

The report further stated 
that the committee asked 
the building and restaurant 
owners and relevant people 
for a hearing on March 21 
to find out the real cause of 
the fire, but none of them 
attended the hearing. As a 
result, there was no record 
or reply on their behalf. 

Without taking any 
occupancy certificate, the 
owner has been using the 
building commercially 
since 2013. 

The probe body 
recommended that all 
the authorities should 
check the occupancy 
certificate before issuing 
any NOC or trade licence 
to any business house or 
commercial institute. 

Rajuk already issued 
several letters to these 
authorities suggesting 
a check of occupancy 
certificate. 

The probe body thinks 
that the fire may not have 

broken out if the building 
owner had taken the 
occupancy certificate. 
Rajuk also recommended 
not supplying gas, water, 
and electricity if anyone 
did not take the occupancy 
certificate. 

The restaurant owners 
designed the interiors 
using flammable materials. 
As a result, the intensity of 
the fire increased. Proper 
precautions were not in the 
use of cylinders.

According to fire safety 
rules, if regular fire drills 
took place, awareness 
would be increased and 
fire safety protocols would 
have been followed. Action 
can be taken against 
the building owners 
and restaurant owners 
under the existing law, 
the probe report further 
recommended.  

Regarding the Rajuk 
recommendation, Mizanur 
Rahman, chief executive 
officer of DSCC, told The 
Daily Star, “We issued trade 
licence by applying our 

inspection manual.” 
“It would be better 

if an integrated system 
introduced for issuing NOC 
or trade licence then these 
type of complications will 
not arise,” he added.

Over 4,000 Bangla
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form provided by Meta itself. 
Bangladesh isn’t among 
the approved countries for 
online gambling ads on 
the platform, and neither 
does the form offer any 
options to target users in 
Bangladesh.” 

The advertisers are 
circumventing the rules, 
and Meta is profiting 
financially, said Dismislab. 

The researchers also 
stated the numbers may 

be higher, as they only 
searched for ads in Bangla. 

“Each ad costs a 
minimum of $ 1 per day. Not 
all advertisers adhere to the 
minimum daily spending. 
The actual daily cost may 
surpass this threshold 
due to factors such as 
impressions, ad strategy, 
and placement. It means, 
the number of gambling 
ads and the advertising 
expenses could be far 
higher,” the report added.

Substandard
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construct the road, it 
delegated the work to 
another contractor named 
Anisur Rahman Sujan, 
violating relevant rules.

Contacted, Mong A 
Marma of MM Traders 
confirmed the matter 
himself. “The work was done 
by Sujan. Only he can answer 
the questions regarding 
substandard materials.” 

Meanwhile, Sujan’s 
brother Mehedi Hasan, 
who is now overseeing the 

construction works, said 
the workers “might have 
used some sub-standard 
materials”.

Contacted, Emdadul 
Haque, LGED engineer in 
Thanchi upazila, admitted 
that the quality of the 
construction work and 
materials used could not 
be monitored properly. He, 
however, said the works 
will be inspected soon and 
necessary legal action will 
be taken if the allegations 
are found to be true.
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Mastercard Presents 
Dhaka Night Market 
concludes
STAR REPORT

“Mastercard Presents Dhaka Night Market 2024” 
concluded recently in the capital’s Aloki Convention 
Hall. Organised by Nibedita, an NGO, in association 
with The Daily Star, this was the first grand night expo 
in Bangladesh.

The event took place between March 28 and March 
30, from 2:00pm till 3:00am. 

The expo featured 80 local and international 
fashion lifestyle brands, food brands, and kids’ brands. 
Additionally, a dedicated food court was also available. 

The inaugural event saw the presence of Arifa 
Jasmine Konica, founder of Smart Agriculture for 
Farmers and Entrepreneurs; popular actress and 
model Peya Jannatul; Tasnuva Islam, CEO of Le 
Meridien Dhaka; Sanjana Yashna, CEO of Haya by 
Sanjana; Ibrahim Kabir, CEO of Veneto Furniture; 
popular content creators Rafsan The Choto Bhai, 
Amin Hannan Chowdhury and Ishrat Zaheen Ahmed.

Anika Islam, founder and CEO of Nibedita, was also 
present.  Other partners included Cake Stories, Haya by 
Sanjana, Dreamweaver, IPDC, Babuland and Mojo.

Death anniv 
of Rostom 
Ali today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
26th death 
anniversary 
of Rostom 
Ali, former 
government 
h e a l t h 
officer and father of ruling 
Awami League central 
leader ABM Reazul Kabir 
Kawsar, said a press 
release.

On the occasion, a 
milad and doa mahfil will 
be held at his residence in 
Narsingdi’s Raipura.

All are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul. 
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