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‘Ensure justice, 
provide 
compensation’
Green orgs on forest 

official killing   
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Environmentalists in a 
Dhaka rally yesterday 
demanded punishment 
for forest official 
Sazzaduzzaman’s killers 
and compensation for his 
family.

The rally, organised 
by 23 environmental 
and civic groups 
including Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon 
(BAPA), Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association (BELA), and 
Foresters Association 
of Bangladesh, was held 
in front of the Forest 
Department in Agargaon.

“I will never get my 
brother back, but I want 
the assurance that none 
has to die like him,” said 
Kamruzzaman Kajol, 
Sazzaduzzaman’s elder 
brother.

Ahmed Kamruzzaman 
Majumdar, joint secretary 
of BAPA, placed five 
key demands including, 
treatment for injured 
forest officials, ensuring a 
safe workplace for them, 
and taking necessary steps 
to prevent such incidents.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of BELA 
and Alamgir Kabir, 
BAPA’s general secretary, 
spoke at the event among 
others.
A dump truck carrying 
stolen earth from a 
reserve forest crushed 
Sazzaduzzaman, 30, 
a beat officer from 
Dochhari Forest Beat 
under Cox’s Bazar South 
Forest Division, to death 
while he tried to stop the 
vehicle on March 30 in 
Cox’s Bazar.

SAGAR-RUNI 
MURDER PROBE 

Deadline 
extended for 
109th time
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
extended till May 16 the 
deadline for submitting 
the probe report of a case 
filed over the murders of 
journalist couple Sagar 
Sarowar and Meherun 
Runi.

Dhaka Additional Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Mahbubul Haque 
passed the order as Rab 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police Khondoker Md 
Shafiqul Alam, also the 
investigation officer of the 
case, failed to submit the 
report, court sources said.

Earlier, two separate 
courts expressed 
dissatisfaction over 
the probe and the 
investigators’ failure to 
unearth the motive behind 
the murders and arrest the 
real culprits.

Sagar, news editor 
at private TV channel 
Maasranga, and his wife 
Runi, senior reporter at 
ATN Bangla, were killed in 
the early hours of February 
11, 2012.

A long tailback on Sadar Ghat-Gabtoli-Beribadh road while a dilapidated unusable part of it remains vacant. The 
authorities turn a blind eye to this issue. The photo was taken from Rayer Bazar recently. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

A 50-bed hospital with 
only four doctors

Manpower crisis paralyses Baniachong Upazila Health Complex
MINTU DESHWARA, from Habiganj

The Baniachong Upazila Health 
Complex in Habiganj district 
serves as the lone government-
run healthcare facility for around 
3,50,000 residents of 15 unions 
under the upazila, including those 
from haor (wetlands) areas. 

Although the number of beds 
available at the health complex was 
increased from 31 to 50 in 2019, 
no approval was made to meet its 
additional manpower requirement. 
The health complex currently has 
only four doctors. According to 
medical professionals, a 50-bed 
facility needs at least 17 doctors. 

“We need at least 10 medical 
officers, one resident medical 
officer (RMO), and six consultants,” 

said a high-level source within 
Baniachong health complex.

“ We are failing to provide 
necessary services and facilities to 
the patients,” he added.

While the post of gynecologist is 
very crucial to providing maternity 
care to women in rural areas, 
the post is currently vacant at 
the health complex. The post of 
assistant surgeon at the Union 
Health and Family Welfare Centre 
under the health complex is also 
vacant.

Although a junior consultant 
doctor (medicine) was posted to 
the health complex recently, he 
is currently working at Shaheed 
Shamsuddin Hospital in Sylhet, 
hospital sources said.

Similarly, of the 11 posts of 

assistant health inspector, only 
one is working although eight were 
posted to the health complex. Also, 
19 of the 55 posts of health assistant 
are currently vacant. The facility 
has a shortage of nurses, medical 
officers, office assistants computer 
operators, community healthcare 
providers and assistant community 
medical officers.

Also, all the posts of pharmacists, 
lab technicians, and radiographers 
at the health complex are vacant.

“Due to a lack of technicians and 
radiographers, the hospital’s X-ray 
machine has been lying in utter 
neglect and collecting dust over 
the last 13 years. As such, residents 
of the area have to go to Habiganj 
town to get an X-ray done, which 
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ARSON AT MINORITY  HOUSE

Police yet to 
record a case
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Police has yet to accept a case in connection with 
an arson attack on the house of a couple belonging 
to Hindu community in Berpanga village under 
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

Unidentified miscreants allegedly set the house of 
one Sunil Chandra Barman on fire on March 20 when 
the couple was not at the house.

Police said they are still investigating the complaint 
lodged by Sunil and would take legal action if the 
complaint is deemed true. 

“My husband, who works as a mason, went to 
Dhaka for work. I went to my father’s house with my 
18-month-old son. In our absence, miscreants set fire 
to our house,” said Surabhi Rani, 21, Sunil’s wife.

“There were our belongings including furniture, as 
well as several maunds of rice inside the house. All are 
burnt to ashes. We are spending nights under the open 
sky,” she added.

Malek Sarkar, son of Khejo Mahmud from the same 
village, has been accused of setting the house on fire.

“I came out of the house to work for processing 
tobacco on Wednesday [March 20] dawn and saw 
Surabhi’s house on fire. I also saw Malek at the scene. 
He noticed me and quickly ran away,” said Bepula 
Rani, 55, a neighbour.

Sunil said he lodged a complaint with Lalmonirhat 
Sadar Police soon after the incident. “But the police 
station have declined to record my complaint as a 
case,” he added.

 “They(Police) have visited the spot and investigated, 
but have not yet taken any legal actions for unknown 
reason,” he said.
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