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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina meets Alexey Likhachev, director general of Russia’s state-run atomic agency
Rosatom, at her official residence Gono Bhaban yesterday.

FARDIN’S DEATH

PHOTO: PID

Family unhappy over
CID’s progress

MUNTAKIM SAAD

After around a year of being tasked
with the investigation into the death
of Fardin Noor Parash, a third-year
Buet student, the Criminal Criminal
Investigation Department (CID) of
police has yet to make any
headway. e

Even in February
this year, the /
CID was stll /
looking for |
the most basic |
information
regarding  the
investigation,
such as Fardin’s
full name, alongside
details about his university
department and hall.

Talking to The Daily Star recently,
Fardin’s father and plaintiff in the
case, Kazi Nooruddin, said, “On
February 6 this year, CID Inspector
Belayet Hossain messaged me on
WhatsApp seeking information

about Fardin’s full name,
department, batch, roll number,
hall name, and ID card details of the
university.”

Baffled by the investigation’s
progress, Nooruddin said, “If the

“If the investigation
oflicer wants to know
these basic details
now, then what has he
been investigating for
so long? Will I ever get
justice for my son’s
murder?”

KAZINOORUDDIN
Fardin’s father

investigation officer wants to know
these basic details now, then what
has he been investigating for so
long? Will I ever get justice for my
son’s murder?”

Amid the situation, Fardin’s
family members have expressed

their dismay, fearing that this case
may join the list of unresolved cases,
such as the Sagar-Runi, Taqi, and
Tonu murders.

Meanwhile, Belayet has been
transferred from the CID, and ASP
Sharafat of CID took charge of the
investigation two weeks ago.

Contacted, Belayet said, “There
was no significant progress in the
investigation of the case. If there
was any progress, we would have
definitely informed journalists.”

On November 7, 2022, the
decomposed body of Fardin,
a student of Civil Engineering
department at the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology, was recovered from
Shitalakkhya river in Siddhirganj
of Narayanganj, three days after he
went missing on November 4.

In February 2023, the Detective
Branch (DB) of police submitted a
probe report, saying Fardin died by
suicide and was not killed by anybody.
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Khaleda back home
from hospital

STAR REPORT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
returned home yesterday from the
hospital after a three-day stay.

She underwent pathological
tests and routine examinations at
Evercare Hospital in the city, said
Sayrul Kabir Khan, an official of
Khaleda’s press wing.

The medical board overseeing Khaleda Zia’s treatment
decided to continue her care at her residence.

She had been admitted to the hospital around
midnight on Saturday due to a deterioration in her
physical condition.

The 78-year-old former prime minister has been
suffering from various ailments, including liver cirrhosis,
arthritis, diabetes, and issues related to her kidneys, lungs,
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VIOLATION OF LABOUR LAWS
Arrest warrants

against Hashem
Foods MD, DGM

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

A Narayanganj court yesterday issued arrest warrants
against two top officials of Hashem Foods in a case filed
over violating labour laws.

The accused are: Abul Hashem, its managing director,
and Mamunur Rashid, deputy general manager.

Kiron Sangkar Haldar, chairman of the Labour Court
in Narayanganj, passed the order, said Md Asaduzzaman,
inspector and in-charge of Narayanganj Court Police
Outpost.

On June 30, 2021, Nesar Uddin Ahamed, an inspector
of the Department of Inspection for Factories and
Establishments, filed the case against the duo over lack of
adequate safety measures, inconsistency with the factory’s
machine layout plan as per the design, employment of
child workers, and other irregularities.

The case was filed just a week before a massive fire
incident in the factory on July 8 took 54 lives.

The DIFE earlier issued notices asking the factory
authorities to rectify the irregularities, but they did not
comply, said the plaintifT.

“We filed the case with a Labour Court in Dhaka, and
the accused were in anticipatory bail. Recently, the case
has been transferred to the Labour Court in Narayangan,j.
According to the law, if court changes for trial, bail must
be taken again. Since the accused didn’t do so, the court
issued warrants against them,” Nesar added.

Summer heat as always has arrived early in the country. This rickshaw-puller struggles to find any comfort in
the scorching sun over Nayabazar in Old Dhaka yesterday.

They stole 20,000
phones in 5yrs

Rab arrests 20 of a gang in Dhaka

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After stealing a cell phone, it only
takes three to seven seconds for the
gang to change the stolen phone’s
IMEI number.

Using  special  software, the
syndicate ~ changes the IMEI
(International Mobile Equipment

Identity) of the phones they steal and
gives them a new look. Then they
change the phone’s cover and display
screen before sending it back to the
market for sale again.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab-
3) yesterday disclosed the findings
following the arrest of 20 members of
four such cell phone theft syndicates.

Rab arrested the members of those
syndicates by conducting drives in

the capital’s Gulistan, Sanir Akhra,
Mohammadpur, and  Khilgaon,
alongside Narayanganj, on Monday.

The arrestees are - Hafizur
Rahman, 35; Roni Ahmed Imon, 29;
Jashim Uddin, 35; Jamal Uddin, 50;
Abul Matubbor, 42; Ahammad Ali, 35;
Kamal, 40; Bappi, 29; Abid Hossain
Sonu, 38; Robin Bhuyan, 21; Ariful
Hossain, 22; Ibrahim Mia, 40; Sujon,
29; Delowar, 33; Abdur Rahman, 19;
Raju, 27; Jihad Hossain, 24; Munaem,
38; Raju, 45; and Rafiq, 38.

Rab recovered 542 smartphones,
341 button phones, a large number
of fake IMEI stickers, a heat gun,
clectronic sensor devices, various
tools used to change IMEI, six knives,
a laptop, an LCD monitor, and Tk
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HOLIDAY SEASON
Security
measures
taken: DMP

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) has taken round-
the-clock special security
measures to keep the
capital secured during the
holiday season
Habibur Rahman,
commissioner of the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police, came
up with the disclosure
yesterday while addressing
the media after visiting
Bashundhara  Shopping
Complex in Panthapath.
“There is no threat
centring the Fid festival.
However, the security plan
has been designed keeping
every possibility in mind,”
SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

GRAFT CASE

Court accepts
charges against
Prof Yunus

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday accepted the charges
pressed against Nobel laureate Prof Muhammad
Yunus and 13 others in a case filed over
misappropriation of about Tk 25.22 crore of
Grameen Telecom Workers’ Profit Participation
Fund.

Judge Mohammed Ash-shams Joglul Hossain
of the Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s Court
of Dhaka passed the order, said an official of the
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC).

Meanwhile, Professor Muhammad Yunus said
people are not getting the benefit of the “rule of
law”. He was speaking to reporters in front of the
Dhaka Metropolitan Senior Special Judge’s Court.

Speaking about social business, he said “..If
we follow the path, we'll get that freedom [from
misfortune]. We are moving forward in that way.
But we’re being obstructed at every step.” When
asked why they were being obstructed, Prof Yunus
replied, “You can judge that. What can we explain?”
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MOHAMMADPUR GANG-RAPE
MJF expresses
concern

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) strongly
condemned and expressed deep concern over the
rape of a young woman who was confined and
shackled for 25 days in Mohammadpur.

In a press statement, MJF demanded a thorough
investigation to ensure that the perpetrators are
brought to justice.

Shaheen Anam, executive director of MJF,
said, “Women continue to endure various forms
of torture, including rape, both inside and
outside their homes. The recent rape incident
in Mohammadpur has deeply shocked and
saddened us.”

Such heinous crimes against women will persist
unless justice is ensured for the victims, she added.
She highlighted a report by Ain o Salish Kendra
which mentioned at least 114 women were raped
in the first three months of 2024.



