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Banks to remain open 
on April 5, 6, and 7
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Bank has asked the scheduled banks to 
keep branches open on April 5, 6, and 7 under special 
arrangement for payment of garment workers’ salaries, 
Eid bonuses, allowances, and export bills.

The Department of Off-site Supervision of the central 
bank yesterday issued a circular in this regard and sent it 
to the top executives of the banks for necessary actions.

As per the central bank’s instruction, the banks will 
remain open for transactions from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
on a limited scale. It instructed banks to keep open the 
branches in Dhaka metropolitan area, Ashulia, Tongi, 
Gazipur, Savar, Bhaluka, and the industry-related branches 
of banks located in Narayanganj and Chattogram.

CWasa wants to hike 
water price by 60pc

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The Chattogram Water and 
Sewerage Authority (CWasa) 
wants to increase water tariff by 
around 60 percent citing need for 
adjustment between production 
cost and existing water price.

It came up with the proposal at 
a time when the port city residents 
are experiencing severe disruption 
to water supply. 

It is noteworthy that prices of all 
essential commodities have been 

galloping in recent times. 
The CWasa wants to raise the 

price of per unit (1000 litres) water 
from Tk 18 to Tk 29 for residential 
connections and from Tk 37 
to Tk 59.70 for non-residential 
connection.

A five-member committee has 
been formed by CWasa board to 
verify the proposal submitted by its 
commercial department on March 
14.

“Currently we are subsidising 
Tk 11 per unit for residential 

connection. However, we need 
to remain afloat, so we proposed 
to increase the water tariff,” said 
Kazi Shohidul Islam, commercial 
manager of CWasa.

Mentionable, CWasa usually 
increases water tariff in January every 
year by five percent automatically.

The state agency supplies around 
50 crore litres of water daily to over 
82,642 residential connections and 
6,129 commercial connections in 
Chattogram city.
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A first in trafficking
FROM PAGE 3

The court recorded the 
statement under the 
“Usage of Information 
and Communication 
Technology by Court 
Ordinance, 2020”, 
according to sources.

Mohammed Tariqul 
Islam, country director of 
Justice and Care, told The 
Daily Star yesterday, “This is 
a significant advancement 
in the trafficking case, 
which is the first in the 
country’s history.”

“Recording witness 
testimony via video 
conferencing can greatly 
expedite the trial process 

for human trafficking 
cases, especially when many 
witnesses are unaware of 
their legal obligation to 
attend court and reside in 
remote locations,” he said.

Despite necessary 
directives and provisions in 
the anti-human trafficking 
law, no witness evidence 
was recorded via video 
conferencing before, said 
Tariqul.

“Our study showed 
that 68 percent from 354 
cases were stuck simply 
because witnesses were 
not attending the court to 
record their evidence,” he 
added.


