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MATARBARI POWER PLANT

Tk 93 lakh
for two pipe
cutters!

On January 9, 2024, a small shipment weighing 344.5 kilograms arrived
at Chattogram port. The shipment worth $250,863 (Tk 2.75 crore)
contained 19 pieces of small tools such as hammer, metal pipe cutter and
silicon guns imported for state-owned Coal Power Generation Company
Bangladesh Limited (CPGCBL), which is constructing Matarbari power
plant in Cox’s Bazar.

During physical inspection on January 11, customs officials found
that the price of two German-made hammers was shown Tk 1.82 lakh.
Similarly, the price of two pipe cutters made by the same German
company was shown Tk 92.99 lakh.

Puzzled by such abnormal prices, the customs authorities declined
to release the items and subsequently sought explanations from the
CPGCBL and Power Development Board. The Daily Star has seen the
letters dated February 4, 2024.

On March 27, this newspaper visited the website of the German
company, KS Tools, to check the prices. The website shows the price of a
look-alike hammer is 13.90 euros or TK 1,668 each, which is 55 times or
5,500 percent less than the imported price.

The company website also shows the price of a pipe cutter that

. W Q 19 hand tools bought at
o ) abnormally high prices

Prices are way more
than those shown at
manufacturer’s website

Customs sought
explanations from
Matarbari project
authorities

Project authorities say
prices are high as the
items were custom-
made

matches with the imported one is 60.27 euros or Tk 7,232 each, 642
times (64,200%) less than the imported value.

Customs sources say that not only these two items, all 19 items of this
shipment have been imported at absurdly high prices.

Documents from the NBR show import cost of these products has
been shown 5 to 18,545 times higher than the value recorded in NBR’s
export-import database.

This databaseis basically a storage of foreign trade-related information,
including export-import prices of various items, that the customs
authorities use as a reference point.

The shipment in question came from Germany and the items, which
also included locking pliers, toolboxes, chisels, spanners and car fitter
sets, were supplied by KS TOOLS Werkzeuge, on behalf of Japan’s
Sumitomo Corporation, documents show.

According to the physical examination report by the customs
authorities, the price of the pipe-cutting tool is 18,545 times more than
the database value, the pipe wrench 1,053 times more, the monkey pliers
912 times more, the screwdriver 833 times more and the hammers 114
times more.
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RECIPE FOR DISASTER ... A man hangs his wet clothes right next to an active electric transformer at the DIT Market
in the capital’s Karwan Bazar yesterday. In case of a transformer malfunction or spark, the clothes could catch fire,

which could spread to the gas cylinders nearby and unleash a blaze.

#BUSINESS

Digital currency:
Is it the future?

The government should proactively
explore how the adoption of a digital
currency can add value to the economy

IGNORING GOVT INSTRUCTIONS

Facebook, YouTube
may be blocked briefly

A road divider between New Market and Gausia is crammed with Eid shoppers desperate to go to the other side. While some
jump over the fence, others try to sneak through underneath the barricade. Though a footbridge is only a few yards away,

they opt to risk life and limb to get there faster.

BUET UNREST

BCL, protesters face ofl
over ban on politics

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The demonstrators at Buet yesterday vowed
to keep their institution free from politics and
banned organisations, while Chhatra League
demanded that the university authorities
immediately lift the curbs on student politics.
Buet students yesterday boycotted classes
and exams for the second consecutive
day but did not hold their pre-

Thursday. Amid protests, Buet revoked Imtiaz’s
residency at the dormitory the next day over
“the midnight incident”.

Buet on Saturday formed a six-member
committee to investigate the incident.

Protesting students maintain that multiple
rules were broken when student leaders from
other universities entered Buet campus
late at night even though the gates are
supposed to be locked after 10:30pm.

announced sit-in.

At a press conference on the
campus, they said they will return
to classrooms only if the authorities
ensure that the campus is safe and free
from politics and “evil forces”.

On the other hand, Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) held a rally at the Central Shaheed
Minar where its President Saddam Hussain said
their demonstrations would go on until the
Buet authorities lift the ban on politics.

“The Chhatra League knows how to have its
demand met,” he said.

He urged the Buet administration to hold
students’ union elections and immediately
give back Imtiaz Hossain Rahim Rabbi, a BCL
leader and Buet student, his residency at the
dormitory.

Unrest at the engineering university began
after a group of BCL leaders, including Saddam,
gathered on the campus after 2:00am on

Hi Addressing the BCL rally yesterday,

Saddam said he went to Buet to meet
a friend.

He then asked whether one would
need a passport and visa to set foot on
Buet premises.

After the rally at Shaheed Minar, BCL
activists marched to Buet campus and placed
a wreath at the mural of Bangabandhu there.

Meanwhile, Buet Vice Chancellor Prof Satya
Prasad Majumder yesterday told reporters at his
office that it was for the teachers and students
to decide whether to lift the restrictions on
student politics.

In another development, ruling Awami
League General Secretary Obaidul Quader
said, “In the name of banning student politics,
Buet is being turned into a factory of militancy
and dirty politics. If this is indeed the case, the
government will have to take action.”
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Govt to fix

rice prices too

New rates may
take effect from
Pahela Baishakh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

State Minister for
Commerce Ahsanul Islam

Titu said vyesterday that
the government will fix
rice prices based on variety
and seasonal production
costs to combat price
manipulation in domestic
markets  starting  this
Baishakh, the first month
of the Bangla calendar.
“Already, a framework
for fixing prices and
production costs of
rice, including at the
miller, wholesale, and
retail levels, has been
formulated, and the food,
agriculture, and commerce
ministries will soon make
an  announcement in
this regard following a
meeting,” Titu said.
Claiming  that the
government can keep the
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SStar INTERVIEW

Bureaucrats to
blame for cost,
time overruns

Says ex-planning minister MA
Mannan on development projects
PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Civil  servants’ clerical
attitude, inertia, and
red tape are the key
weaknesses in managing
the economy, said
immediate past planning
minister MA Mannan.

The 78-year-old said,
“We have the technology
for faster progress. But
the negative side of bureaucracy is that public
servants do not usually respond quickly when it
comes to implementation.”

The bureaucrat for 29 years retired in 2003 as
the chairman of Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation. He joined the Awami
League in 2005.

Mannan was supposed to join the bureaucracy
in 1971 but he did not as the Liberation War broke
out. He eventually joined after Bangabandhu
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

while maintaining coherence with
Bangladesh’s social and political climate,
experts said yesterday.

Ahsan H Mansur, executive director
of Policy Research Institute, said the
widespread adoption of central bank

digital currencies represents a significant
evolution in the monetary system.

false information.

STORY ON B1

The government may temporarily block social media platforms,
including Facebook and YouTube in Bangladesh if the companies
fail to cooperate in efforts to fight cybercrime and the spread of

The decision was taken at a meeting of the Cabinet Committee
on Law and Order held at the Secretariat yesterday.

Committee chairman and Liberation War Affairs Minister AKM
Mozammel Haque disclosed the decision to reporters after the meeting.
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