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government and private 
hospitals across the 
country to follow the 
instructions regarding 
the use of isoflurane 
instead of halothane, 
as well as determining 
the specification for the 
purchase of new anesthesia 
machines, the circular also 
said.

It further directed 
for taking measures to 
prevent the purchase, 
sale and use of Halothane 
without the approval of 
the Directorate General of 
Drug Administration.

Huge cache 
of narcotics 
recovered in 
Thakurgaon
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Thakurgaon

Law enforcers recovered a 
huge cache of illegal drugs 
and narcotics during anti-
narcotic drives conducted in 
five upazilas of Thakurgaon 
over past eight months.

At least 48,175 
contraband yaba pills, 8,871 
illegal painkiller Tapentadol 
tablets, 2,399 bottles of 
phensidyl, 38 kilogrammes 
of marijuana and 73 
grammes of heroin were 
recovered during the drives. 

Police also arrested 835 
people in this connection, 
said Uttam Prashad Pathak, 
superintendent of police in 
Thakurgaon, during a press 
briefing recently.

Also, 160 people were 
rescued after abduction, 
and 76 stolen mobile 
phones were recovered 
by police during separate 
drives, the SP also said. 

Furthermore, police 
realised a revenue around 
Tk 2 crore from different 
vehicles under transport law 
and disposed of about 3,500 
arrest warrants, he added.

BAGERHAT 250-BED HOSPITAL

Services in jeopardy amid 
acute manpower shortage

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, 
Bagerhat

An acute shortage of doctors 
and staff has left patients at 
the Bagerhat 250-bed hospital 
deprived of much needed medical 
care.

The lone public hospital, 
that serves 17 lakh people in the 
district, is currently running 
with less than half of its required 
manpower. 

The hospital was originally 
established in 1970 with 50 beds. 
Later, it was upgraded to 100 
beds in 1997 and 250 beds in May 
of 2022.

Of the 56 posts of doctor at 
the hospital, 30 are vacant at 
present, including the posts for 
assistant director, consultants 
for ophthalmology, anaesthesia, 
surgery, and cardiology. 

Additionally, 28 out of 109 

posts for nurses, and 44 posts of 
second, third and fourth grade 
employees remain vacant.

As such, patients are being 
deprived of the services of 
essential specialist doctors, 
diagnosis and medical care. 
Patients from Bagerhat are often 
having to travel to Khulna and 
Dhaka seeking medical treatment, 
bearing a burden of expenses that 
many find difficult to afford.  

According to hospital sources, 
700-1,000 patients are treated 
daily in its outdoors area, while 
300-450 patients are regularly 
admitted against the 250 
available beds.

Amid the shortage of 
manpower, the doctors and 
nurses often struggle to serve 
patients adequately. 

The shortage of manpower even 
left the hospital’s maintenance 
aspects, including cleaning and 

hygiene, in utter disarray.  
“I admitted my father here 

a week ago. The doctor says all 
tests are not available here. So, I 
am taking him home today. If we 
can arrange the money, I will take 
him to Khulna for treatment,” 
said Rabiul Islam of Hazrakhali 
village under Kachua upazila.

Patients Ranu Rani and Masnu 
Sheikh shared similar experiences.

Waiting at the ticket counter 
with his ill child on his lap, Ruhul 
Amin Sheik said, “There are many 
counters, but tickets are being 
sold at only two, while the rest 
are empty, including the one 
for pregnant women. As such, 
patients have to wait in long 
queues before getting admitted.”

Serajul Sheikh, an attendant 
for a patient at the hospital, said 
the toilets are so dirty that it is 
difficult to use those, especially 
for the patients.

“There has not been the desired 
development in Bagerhat’s 
health sector. The district’s 
main hospital does not even 
have CT scan or echocardiogram 
facilities, or specialist doctors 
for consultation, which tells 
much about the sorry state of 
healthcare in the district,’’ said 
Babul Sardar, convener of health 
sub-committee of Bagerhat 
Sachetan Nagarik Committee.

“Of the 58 first-grade posts, 
32 are vacant at present. There 
are also some crises regarding 
pathological services. The 
number of patients the hospital 
has to deal with daily is also 
high. Yet, we are trying our best 
to serve the patients despite the 
limitations. The manpower crisis 
has been reported to the higher 
authorities,” said Dr Asim Kumar 
Samaddar, superintendent of the 
hospital.

Drive to recover 
Louhajang river 
continues
District admin constructing 
walkways on riverbanks
MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

With the drive to recover the Louhajang river in 
Tangail municipal area continuing in full swing, 
the once beautiful river is gradually returning to 
its previous shape.

The Tangail district administration began the 
drive on March 1. On the first day, around 2,000 
members of BD Clean, a voluntary organization, 
took part to clean-up around 1.5km stretch of the 
river in the municipal area.

The district administration then started 
constructing walkways on both banks of the river 
after removing most structures on the riverbanks 
from Housing Bridge to Stadium area. Local 
environmental activists Ratan Ahmed Siddique 
and Nur Mohammad Rajjo are assisting the 
administration in the works.

Earlier, the then district administrations 
evicted illegal structures from both sides of the 
river during drives in 2016 and 2020.

Tangail Sadar UNO Hasan Bin Ali, who is 
coordinating the river recovery drive, said they are 
following the Water Act 2013 in carrying out the 
drive.

The people living in vicinity of the river are 
helping the administration spontaneous, with many 
of them having removed their structures from the 
river’s land on the their own, the UNO also said. 

“The construction of the walkways may 
be completed by next week. The district 
administration is bearing the cost of the works so 
far,” Hasan Ali added.

Gautam Chandra Chanda, divisional 
coordinator of Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (BELA), lauded the initiative 
and recommended the authorities to keep the 
riverbanks free of traffic movement.  “We request 
the authorities to follow the instructions of the 
higher court in this regard,” he added.
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