
CITY  

Ten abductees 
return after ransom
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Ten individuals -- including four children 
-- who were abducted from Teknaf’s 
hilly areas in Cox’s Bazar, have returned, 
reportedly after paying a ransom of Tk 
200,000 to the captors.

The victims, mostly farmers, were 
released near the western hill close to the 
22nd Rohingya camp in Whykong, Teknaf, 
yesterday.

Eight were abducted from Bodibonya 
area on Wednesday, and cattle herders 
were taken from Kombonia on Tuesday.

Noor Ahmed Anwari, chairman 
of Teknaf Whykong Union Parishad, 
confirmed the return of the abductees 
but remains uncertain about ransom 
involvement.

GRAFT CASE

BIFC ex-chairman, 5 
directors sent to jail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sent Bangladesh 
Industrial Financial Company Ltd’s former 
chairman Maj (retd) Abdul Mannan and 
five other directors to jail in a case filed 
over embezzling Tk 8 crore.

Judge Mohammed Ash-Shams Joglul 
Hossain of the Metropolitan Senior Special 
Judge’s Court of Dhaka passed the order 
after the six surrendered before the court 
and sought bail in the case, said an official 
of the Anti-Corruption Commission.

The five directors are: ANM Jahangir 
Alam, Enamur Rahman, Syed Fakre Faysal, 
AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed and Rois Uddin 
Ahmed.

The court, however, granted bail to BIFC’s 
former managing director Mahmud Malik 
and director Rokeya Sultana after they also 
surrendered before it in the same case.
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Family loses lone 
breadwinner

Two others die as bus collides with auto-rickshaw

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Salman Azadi, 25, a university student, 
was killed in a road crash on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway in Trishal 
upazila yesterday morning.

The victim was pursuing a 
masters in Music at Jatiya Kabi 
Kazi Nazrul Islam University, 
majoring on Nazrul Sangeet. 

Living in Mymensingh’s 
Mashkanda area, Salman was 
the sole earner for his family 
-- including his wife, one and 
a half-year-old child, and aged 
parents. 

Pronob Hulder Pranto, his 
classmate, said, “Salman juggled teaching 
and TV programmes to make ends meet.” 

Hearing the news of his death, Hasnain 

Shakib, a senior, talked about Salman’s 
dedication during Ramadan to support 
his family by teaching Islamic songs and 

performing on television channels. 
Hasibul Hasan Shanto, another 
classmate, said, “Salman’s demise 

has plunged his entire family into 
ruin.”

University officials and 
teachers rushed to Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital 
(MMCH) upon hearing the news. 

Prof Md Jahidul Kabir, a 
teacher, said that Salman’s family 

now faces immense pressure as he 
was their sole breadwinner.
Prof Sushanta Kumar Sarkar, the 

head of music department, mourned the loss 
of a talented student with great potential.

Salman Azadi
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BILATERAL TIES

Donald Lu lauds Bangladeshi 
Americans’ role

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Donald Lu, US assistant secretary of state 
for the Bureau of South and Central Asian 
Affairs, appreciated the contributions 
of Bangladeshi Americans in building 
foundations of bilateral relations between 
the two nations.

The comments came during a reception 
hosted by the Bangladesh embassy in 
Washington DC on Tuesday, marking 
the occasion of the Independence and 
National Day of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh ambassador to the US 

Muhammad Imran delivered the welcome 
address at the function. 

“We are so proud of the work of 
Bangladeshi Americans and what they do 
to support relations between our great 
nations,” said Donald Lu.

Donald Lu referred to Bangladeshi-
American entrepreneurs, who have 
excelled in various fields.

He made the remarks when asked 
by a journalist on steps the Biden 
administration may take, considering 
that Bangladesh led by “an authoritarian 
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