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He said when BNP started the movement 
against the fascist government, aiming to 
establish people’s right and democracy, they 
started repression on the BNP men. “They 
have created such an environment of fear 
where no one can talk or write freely.”

The fascist regime’s repression reached such 
a level that the opposition leaders and activists’ 
family member including father, mother, son, 
daughter, and wife were not spared.

After getting bail, the victims shared the 
experience of inhuman torture in prison such 
as their nails being uprooted, breaking their 
legs, and so on. They said they were not even 
provided any treatment, he added.

Urging unity of all forces, BNP secretary 
general said, “As a democratic political party, 
we are doing more than our capacity to free 
the country from this horrible situation.”  There 
is no alternative to forge unity like 1969, 1971, 
1990 where people fought against the fascist, 
autocrat regime to restore democracy, he said.

GRAFT CASE

BIFC ex-chairman, 5 
directors sent to jail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sent Bangladesh 
Industrial Financial Company Ltd’s former 
chairman Maj (retd) Abdul Mannan and 
five other directors to jail in a case filed 
over embezzling Tk 8 crore.

Judge Mohammed Ash-Shams Joglul 
Hossain of the Metropolitan Senior Special 
Judge’s Court of Dhaka passed the order, 
said an official of the Anti-Corruption 
Commission.

The five are: ANM Jahangir Alam, 
Enamur Rahman, Syed Fakre Faysal, AKM 
Mohiuddin Ahmed and Rois Uddin Ahmed.

The court, however, granted bail to BIFC’s 
former managing director Mahmud Malik 
and director Rokeya Sultana after they also 
surrendered before it in the same case.
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Family loses lone 
breadwinner

Two others die as bus collides with auto-rickshaw

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Salman Azadi, 25, a university student, 
was killed in a road crash on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway in Trishal 
upazila yesterday morning.

The victim was pursuing a 
masters in Music at Jatiya Kabi 
Kazi Nazrul Islam University, 
majoring on Nazrul Sangeet. 

Living in Mymensingh’s 
Mashkanda area, Salman was 
the sole earner for his family 
-- including his wife, one and 
a half-year-old child, and aged 
parents. 

Pronob Hulder Pranto, his 
classmate, said, “Salman juggled teaching 
and TV programmes to make ends meet.” 

Hearing the news of his death, Hasnain 

Shakib, a senior, talked about Salman’s 
dedication during Ramadan to support 
his family by teaching Islamic songs and 

performing on television channels. 
Hasibul Hasan Shanto, another 
classmate, said, “Salman’s demise 

has plunged his entire family into 
ruin.”

University officials and 
teachers rushed to Mymensingh 
Medical College Hospital 
(MMCH) upon hearing the news. 

Prof Md Jahidul Kabir, a 
teacher, said that Salman’s family 

will now face immense pressure as 
he was their sole breadwinner.
Prof Sushanta Kumar Sarkar, the 

head of music department, mourned the loss 
of a talented student with great potential.

Salman Azadi
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‘Make teaching attractive 
as a profession’

Speakers tell CAMPE seminar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Increasing teachers’ salaries and adding 
benefits to attract talented students to 
the profession is necessary to improve the 
quality of education in the country, said 
speakers at a seminar yesterday.

They also called for a stronger 
monitoring system with adequate budget 
allocation to ensure that teachers are 
fulfilling their responsibilities during 
a views exchange programme at 
Bangabandhu International Conference 

Centre in the capital.
Titled “Equity Based Budget in 

Education: Our Expectations,” the seminar 
was organised by Campaign for Popular 
Education (CAMPE).

Deputy Director of CAMPE, Mostafizur 
Rahman, presented a detailed presentation 
about the education budget.

He highlighted that student enrollment 
in primary school increased to 97.56 
percent from 94.8 in 2010. The secondary 
school enrollment rate also rose to 73 
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