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April 25-27
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Notre Dame Math Club 
(NDMC) will be organising 
“Bashundhara Presents 4th 
NDC National Math Festival 
Powered by Vooter Adda” 
on April 25-27, said a press 
release.

The three-day festival 
will give students the 
opportunity to participate 
in a total of 16 individual 
segments including Math 
Olympiad, IQ Olympiad, 
Calculus Mania, Sudoku, 
Speedcubing, Project 
Display and many more. 

Students can participate 
in three categories -- 
Primary (3rd-5th grade), 
Junior (6th-8th), Secondary 
(9th-10th and SSC ‘24 and 
equivalent candidates), 
Higher Secondary (11th-
12th).

NDMC general secretary 
Reasat Prottoy said, “This 
time we are expecting 
4,500+ participants from 
300+ institutions. Our 
purpose is to increase 
interest in mathematics.”

Top performers will be 
awarded crests and books, 
along with participation 
certificates, snacks, and 
other gifts.

Those interested 
can register at: https://
ndmcbd.org/nmf/register. 
Registration fee is Tk 100.

You can also register 
offline from a booth at 
Notre Dame College. If your 
institution has a campus 
ambassador for the event, 
then you can register directly 
from your own campus.

The Daily Star is the print 
media partner for the event.
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with shared prosperity for 
all.”

Dignitaries including 
Ambassador Rebecca 
Gonzales, director of Office 
of Foreign Missions of the 
US State Department were 
present at the event. 

Muhammad Ziauddin, 
ambassador-at-large of 
the Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh; and Virginia 
State Senator Saddam 
Selim, were also present.

Meanwhile, US State 
Department Spokesperson 
Matthew Miller on 

Wednesday said the 
promotion of democracy 
is a top priority for the US 
president. 

“We wanted to see free 
and fair elections and we 
will continue to support 
free, full, open democracy 
in Bangladesh,” he said.
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Two MPs did not fill out 
the income section of the 
affidavits.

Among others, 20 MPs 
earn from Tk 5 lakh to Tk 
25 lakh, 10 earn Tk 25 lakh 
to Tk 50 lakh, while the 
income range of five is Tk 
50 lakh to Tk 1 crore.

Two AL lawmakers -- 
Shammi Ahmed (Tk 1.36 
crore) and Aparajita Haque 
(Tk 1.36 crore) -- earn over 
Tk 1 crore annually.

Of the two JP lawmakers, 
one has an annual income 
of less than Tk 5 lakh, and 
the other earns more than 
Tk 50 lakh.

Regarding educational 
qualifications, Shujan said 
60 percent of the candidates 

are post-graduates [two 
having PhD degrees], 
while 16 percent obtained 
honours, eight percent got 
HSC, 10 percent passed 
SSC, and six percent have 
educational qualifications 
less than SSC.

Speaking at the event, 
Shujan Secretary Badiul 
Alam Majumder said 
reserved seats are important 
for women’s political 
empowerment, but there 
is a question of how much 
empowerment of women is 
actually taking place.

“If the political 
empowerment of women 
were done through 
women’s seats in the true 
sense, women would have 
been elected from general 

seats later. In most cases, 
qualification is not the 
main consideration for the 
nomination of reserved 
seats for women. The 
nominations were given as 
favours,” he said.
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onstage on March 16.”
It said, “Yunus Centre 

mentioned the award by 
UNESCO in its press release. 
The Tree of Peace presented 
to Professor Yunus is the 
same sculpture by the same 
artist as was presented 
in 2014 to the Honorable 
Prime Minister.”

Talking to the reporters 
on Wednesday, Mohibul 
Hassan said, “Dr Yunus 
was conferred the ‘Tree 
of Peace’ award by an 
Israeli sculptor, upon 
invitation from the Ganjavi 
Foundation in Azerbaijan.”

Negotiations 
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Bangladeshi ship hostage 
with 23 sailors, the pirates 
contacted the owners. The 
ship is allegedly anchored 
near Mozambique.

Foreign Minister Hasan 
Mahmud said owners are 
not in favour of military 
operations on hostage ships. 

Regarding food 
shortage, he said that has 
not happened in the past 
when ships were hijacked. 
Hopefully, it won’t happen 
this time, he added.

Earlier, Mizanul Islam, 
media adviser of KSRM 
Group -- the ship’s owning 
group, had said food was 
still available.

Asked about Nobel 
Laureate Muhammad 
Yunus’ award from Unesco, 
Hasan Mahmud said he 
was surprised that Yunus 
Centre “falsified” the award. 

It is not a Unesco award. 
There was a conference 
related to Unesco in 
Azerbaijan, when an Israeli 
sculptor provided the 
award, he said.
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A monkey trying to eat an empty fruit juice packet in the Sundarbans’ Komorjol area. Carelessly discarded by 
visitors, hungry animals in the forest often swallow these non-biodegradable wastes, which in turn, leads to 
their untimely death or other health hazards. The photo was taken recently. 
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In the same accident, two 
other -- including a child  
-- were killed and three 
others injured.

The victims were 
identified as two-year-
old Rubaira Taznim and 
Shariful Islam, 34, hailing 
from Trishal upazila, police 
said.

Md Chand Miah, officer-
in-charge of Trishal Police 
Station, reported that the 
accident occurred when 
a Sherpur-bound bus 
collided head-on with a 
CNG-run auto-rickshaw at 
Trishal municipal area.

Salman and Shariful 
were pronounced dead 
upon arrival at MMCH, 
while the condition of the 
three injured individuals 
remains critical. 

The driver of the bus fled 
the scene, although police 
seized the vehicle. 

A case was filed with the 
police station regarding the 
incident.
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percent from 49.5 in the 
same period.

The education budget 
as a percentage of GDP has 
been gradually decreasing 
over the last few years, 
falling from 2.49 percent 
in the 2016-17 fiscal year to 
1.76 percent now, he said. 

He mentioned that 
budgetary allocation for 
education should be at 
least 15 percent in the next 
budget, with a roadmap to 
reach 20 percent by 2026.

He also mentioned a 
few key challenges, such 
as inadequate education 
quality, and a lack of 
trained teachers impacting 

quality and the education 
system’s relevance to the 
job market.

Earlier, CAMPE 
organised four district-level 
and six sub-district-level 
seminars in the last four 
months to collect opinions 
on the topic.

Fauzia Moslem, president 
of Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad, urged authorities 
to be accountable and 
ensure that violence against 
women is reduced.

Kamal Abdul Naser 
Chowdhury, education and 
cultural affairs adviser to the 
PM, said the new curriculum 
requires necessary training 
for teachers as well as 

awareness programmes for 
students and parents.

Qazi Kholiquzzaman 
Ahmad, chairperson of 
Education Watch, said, 
“As a country, we don’t 
have that much in terms 
of assets. So, whatever we 
have, we need to utilise on 
a priority basis.”

Noorjahan Khatun, 
additional secretary at 
the primary and mass 
education ministry, and Prof 
Mahbuba Nasreen, Pro-Vice 
Chancellor of Bangladesh 
Open University, also spoke. 

Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
executive director of 
CAMPE, moderated the 
event.
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