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transportation facilities 
and travel allowance for 
the PSC chairman and 
members as the judges.

It further proposed 
that the PSC chairman 
and members and their 
families be entitled to 
medical facilities, which 
shall continue after their 
retirement.

Meanwhile, officials of 
the public administration 
ministry said no decision 
has been taken yet 
regarding the proposal of 
the law amendment.

An additional secretary 
said it is logical that all 
constitutional post holders 
should get similar status.

“But if the proposals 
are considered, it would 
increase the cost of the 
government when it has 
taken various austerity 
measures. It would also 
encourage others [to make 
similar proposals], so it’s 
better not to consider such 
a proposal at this time.”

There should be a 
reasonable standard on 
what will be the status 
of different institutions, 
including constitutional 
ones, said another 

additional secretary.
“But these issues are not 

being looked at properly 
during the enactment 
of the law. As a result, 
authorities are taking this 
advantage and trying to 
increase their status and 
benefits.”

Public Administration 
Minister Farhad Hossain 
said not only the PSC, but 
some other institutions 
are also making demands 
regarding their statuses. 
The government usually 
takes steps by looking 
at the relevant rules and 
regulations.

“The PSC proposal is 
yet to reach me. So, I can’t 
comment right now.”
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There will also be a medical 
team, according to the 
statement.

The home ministry 
meeting also decided 
that mobile courts and 
intelligence agencies would 
be deployed to prevent any 
untoward incident including 
eve-teasing, mugging, and 
pickpocketing. Additionally, 
no paper lanterns (fanush) 
or fireworks are allowed.

Measures will also be 
taken to prevent drug 
abuse, the statement added.

No bulkhead
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including extortion, theft, 
preventing fishing nets 
on the way to the vessels, 
monitoring collection of 
proper fare and ensuring 
that passengers are picked 
up or dropped only at 
terminals, and adequate 
firefighting arrangements 
in all vessels, said officials.

Representatives from 
the Bangladesh Inland 
Water Transport Authority 
(BIWTA), Bangladesh 
Inland Water Transport 

Corporation (BIWTC), 
Bangladesh Launch 
Owners Association, 
Shipping Workers 
Federation, Bangladesh 
Shipping Workers 
Federation, Bangladesh 
Shipping Workers 
and Employees Union, 
Bangladesh Cargo Trawler 
Bulk Head Sramik Union, 
and various government 
and non-government 
organisations related to 
vessels and waterways 
attended the meeting.

Bangladesh 
has overcome 
remarkable 
odds
Says UNGA president 
during event

DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s journey is 
a story of extraordinary 
strength, perseverance, and 
determination in the most 
trying of times, said UN 
General Assembly President 
Dennis Francis during an 
event on Tuesday.

He praised how 
Bangladesh has overcome 
“remarkable odds,” while 
addressing the event 
organised by Bangladesh’s 
permanent mission in 
New York marking the 
Independence Day of 
Bangladesh. 

In the event, Ambassador 
Muhammad Abdul Muhith 
highlighted Bangladesh’s 
success under Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
leadership, crediting the 
nation’s resilience post-
liberation war.

Muhith paid tribute 
to Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and 
martyrs, emphasising their 
sacrifices for independence.

He expressed gratitude 
to friendly nations for their 
support during wartime.

The event was attended by 
150 dignitaries, including UN 
officials and international 
media personalities.
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activities. But instead of 
doing that, they are making 
ill-motivated statements as 
always,” he said.

When the killers of 
democracy talk about 
democracy today, that 
means they have different 
intentions. “It is nothing 
but their crocodile tears 
for democracy,” he said, 
adding that BNP has no 
responsibility towards 
democracy.

He said some 21,000 
Awami League leaders and 
activists were killed during 
the BNP-Jamaat alliance 
regime after 2001.

KONGKON KARMAKER

In Akkelpur upazila of Joypurhat, 
a man is silently setting a unique 
example in the spirit of holy 
Ramadan.

Since 2016, Md Rafiqul 
Islam, owner of Rafiq Hotel in 
Collegebazar area of the upazila, 
has been offering free meals 
during Sehri and Iftar.

Every day, around 100 to 150 
fasting Muslims, mostly from 
humble backgrounds, come to 
Rafiq Hotel.

His menu includes not only 
regular items but also generous 
servings of beef biryani, beef 
curry, egg curry, fish, and 
mashed potato.

“I started this eatery in 2007, in 

a tiny rented shop. Over the years, 
by the grace of God, it has grown 
into a popular spot,” said Rafiq.

“However, my success did not 
make me forget about my own 
struggles. So, I felt a calling to 
do something for those who 
struggle to afford a meal during 
Ramadan and have started 
offering free meals since 2016,” 
he also said.

“A part of my profit and savings 
from the rest of the year is spent to 
feed the poor during Ramadan. I 
wish I could ensure that no fasting 
Muslim goes hungry during this 
holy month,” Rafiq added.

His small hotel cannot 
accommodate everyone at once, 
especially during Iftar, so many 
sit on the ground to break their 

fast, while some do so standing.
“His kindness eases the fasting 

for many,” says Atwar Rahman, a 
local.

“When I tried to pay, Rafiq 
refused. I was truly touched by 
his generosity,” said Shahidul 
Islam of Badalgachhi upazila 
of Naogaon, recalling his 
experience at Rafiq Hotel.

Not only the fasting people 
but also those visiting Akkelpur 
Upazila Health Complex for 
treatment find respite in Rafiq’s 
shop, as most other eateries 
remain closed during Ramadan.

“In a world that is increasingly 
harsh and unkind, stories like 
that of Rafiqul Islam shine bright 
even in the darkest of times,” said 
Shamsad Hafiz, a local.

The joy of giving
Restaurant owner feeds hundreds for free every Ramadan

‘Do not take office’
BNP forum asks its leaders who won SCBA polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum 
has asked four of its leaders, who won this 
year’s Supreme Court Bar Association 
election, not to accept the responsibilities 
of their respective posts.

The prohibition came from the pro-BNP 
lawyers’ forum yesterday, citing fraudulence, 
vote rigging, and fabricated polls results.

BJAF President AJ Mohammad Ali and 
Secretary General Kayser Kamal sent a 
letter to the four lawyers in this regard.

At a meeting on March 24, BJAF 
decided to reject the SCBA election results 
and continue movement demanding 
reelection, according to the letter.

Of the four lawyers, AM Mahbub Uddin 
Khokon won the post of president, and Md 
Shafiqul Islam, Fatima Akter, and Syed 
Fazle Elahi Avi won the posts of executive 
members in the March 6-7 election.

Pro-Awami League lawyers’ panel, 
Bangabandhu Awami Ainjibi Parishad, 
got 10 executive posts, including that of 
secretary.

Mahbub Uddin Khokon told The Daily 
Star that he has yet to receive any such letter.

“I have been elected president of 
the Supreme Court Bar Association. 
The responsibility of the post has 
automatically come to me. I will remain 
president until a newly elected president 
takes responsibility,” he said.


