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CHAITRA 13, 1430 BS 5
BCL leader falls 

at VC’s feet
Video goes viral

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A video showing a former Bangladesh Chhatra League 
leader falling at the feet of the vice-chancellor of 
Chittagong University went viral on social media recently.

CU sources said Mainul Islam, former vice-president 
of CU unit BCL, did this to ask her for a job. Mainul has 
denied the claims.

The video footage shows former VC Prof Dr Shireen 
Akhtar coming out of her residence on March 19. This was 
her last working day as the VC.

When she exited the lift, Mainul fell at her feet and was 
seen requesting something. Two other former leaders of 
BCL’s university unit were also there. But Shireen turned 
them away and boarded her car.

Contacted, Mainul said the university authorities are 
investigating his alleged involvement in vandalising the 
VC office on January 30 last year. “I went to her [Shireen] 
to request to drop my name from the list of accused. At 
one stage, I became emotional and fell at her feet,” he said.

Mainul also claimed that he never applied for any job 
at the university.

However, Shireen recruited some 37 employees for the 
university on her last working day, according to university 
documents. 

Shireen could not be contacted over the phone for a 
comment.

Teen injured in 
BSF firing
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A Bangladeshi teenager was injured in firing by 
India’s Border Security Force personnel near 
Bangladesh-India border in Lalmonirhat yesterday.

The youth, identified as Liton Mia, 18, was taken 
to the Indian side of the border with bullet wounds 
by BSF personnel. The incident took place near 
border pillar number 923 at Dighaltari border in 
Durgapur union under Aditmari upazila.

However, Liton’s family members and locals 
claimed that he was killed in the BSF firing.

“Liton was bringing cows from India at dawn 
along with some other Bangladeshis at the border 
when BSF members of Kaimari camp of Dinhata 
police station in India’s Cooch Behar district fired 
at them, leaving Liton dead on the spot,” claimed 
his father Moksedul Islam.

The BSF personnel took Liton’s body to India 
after the firing, he added.

Confirming the incident, Nayek Subedar 
Sayeedur Rahman, commander of Lalmonirhat 
15 BGB Battalion’s Dighaltari BGB Camp, said BSF 
men rescued Liton with bullet wounds and took 
him to India for treatment.

“We had talks with BSF about this. Preparations 
are on for a BGB-BSF flag meeting in this 
connection,” he added.

A timeless tradition
Tangail saree weavers busy ahead of 

Eid, Pahela Baishakh

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Ahead of every festival, demand 
for traditional dresses increases 
all across the country as everyone 
desires to join the festivities by 
draping themselves in beautiful 
clothing. 

Of all kinds of traditional clothes, 
Tangail sarees hold a special place 
in the hearts of the country’s 
people due to their long-standing 
tradition and history.

To a saree aficionado, any festival 
seems dull if they fail to get Tangail 
sarees for themselves or their close 
ones, and the tradition continues 
year after year.

With that in mind, weavers in 
Tagail have immersed themselves in 
weaving the traditional sarees with 
their hand-looms, as both the Eid-

ul-Fitr and Pahela Baishakh draw 
near. 

While there have been recent 
debacles regarding the GI tag of 
Tangail sarees, it was of little to 
no concern to these weavers. Like 
every year, they are working to 
come up with an array of variations 
in colours and designs in tune with 
the ongoing trends and festivities.

While Tangail sarees are 
produced across all upazilas of the 
district, Delduar upazila is known 
as the main hub for Tangail sarees.

Thousands of weavers in 
Bajitpur, Dhulutia, Suruj, Bertha, 
Bamankushia, Gosaijoyair, Taratia, 
Enayetpur, Belta, Santosh, Kagmari 
in Sadar upazila, Patrail, Chandi, 
Nalshodha, Barotia, Chinakhola, 
Mangalhor, Nalua, Bishnupur, and 
Deojan areas of Delduar upazila 

are engaged in weaving these 
traditional hand-loom sarees .

Also, there are many weavers 
from different areas in Kalihati 
Basail upazilas.

While others try to replicate 
the style of weavers from Tangail 
and even claim Tangail sarees 
as their own, the truth is that 
authentic Tangail sarees, which are 
unmatched in quality and variety, 
are traditionally woven in Tangail.

Speaking to this correspondent, 
weavers said they have already 
supplied several lakh sarees at 
shopping malls and shops across 
the country and even abroad.

After a few years of turmoil due 
to the pandemic, the weavers said 
they are expecting a turnaround 
this year by selling their sarees to 
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BSTI sues 105 
brick kiln owners
S DILIP ROY

Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (BSTI)  has 
filed cases against 105 brick kiln owners in the past three 
months in Rangpur division for manufacturing bricks 
below the standard size of 10x5x3 inches. 

Each year, brick kilns produce 40 to 75 lakh bricks, but 
customers and contractors are being duped with smaller 
bricks sold at Tk 12,000 per thousand.

A resident, Nur Jamal from Kurigram town, said, “The 
work which needed 1,000 bricks years ago now requires at 
least 1,100 bricks.”

Echoing the same, contractor Alamgir Hossain of 
Rangpur explained expenses increase manifold due to 
smaller bricks.

Meanwhile, Saher Ali, a kiln worker in Kurigram, 
said they have no alternatives but to  follow the owners’ 
instructions in this regard.

Kiln owner Mozammel Haque, however claimed they 
comply with government regulations. But he didn’t rule 
out irregularities from a ‘section of Klin owners’.

Deputy Director of Rangpur Divisional BSTI, Mafiz 
Uddin Ahmed, said, “We have sent letters to all for 
implying with the manufacture of standard-sized bricks.” 

‘Mega development, 
mega corruption’
Alleges Moyeen Khan

UNB, Dhaka

BNP Standing Committee 
Member Abdul Moyeen Khan 
yesterday alleged that extensive 
development projects have 
been marred by rampant 

corruption and large-scale 
money laundering activities.

Hundreds of thousands of 
crores of taka have been illicitly 

transferred abroad, casting a shadow 
over the country’s developmental achievements, 
he alleged. 

“Today, after 53 years of independence, 
a question has emerged in the minds of 18 
crore people -- where is democracy?” asked 
the BNP leader after paying his respects at the 
National Memorial in Savar on the occasion of 
Independence Day.

He criticised the ruling Awami League, arguing 
that despite their proclamations, they have 
effectively established a one-party rule. 
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