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YEMEN STRIKE

US destroys
seven Houthi
missiles

AFP, Washington

The US military said it
destroyed seven missiles
and three drones Monday
in areas of Yemen
controlled by Houthi rebels
that presented threats to
merchant ships and US
Navy vessels.

Iran-backed Houthis
have been attacking ships
in the Red Sea region
since November in what
they say is solidarity with
Palestinians during Israel’s
offensive in Gaza.

United States Central
Command forces operated
“in self defense” when they
engaged and destroyed
the anti-ship missiles and
unmanned aerial vehicles,
as well as three weapons

storage  containers in
Houthi-controlled areas,
CENTCOM  said in a

statement posted on X, the
former Twitter.

MYANMAR CRISIS
UN alarmed
by reports of
casualties in
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Palestinians gather to receive free food as Gaza residents face crisis levels of hunger, during the holy month of Ramadan, in Jabalia in the

northern Gaza Strip yesterday.

Israeli limits on Gaza

CAA CHALLENGE
India SC issues

notice to Centre
Seeks response by April 9

TOI, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court (SC) yesterday issued notice
to Union government on 20-odd applications
seeking stay of implementation of Citizenship
Amendment Act and the Rules, which was notified
on March 11, 2024. SC seeks response from Centre
in three weeks and would take up hearing on April
9, 2024. Hearing a batch of 200 petitions seeking
a stay on CAA 2019, petitioners made repeated
requests to stay process of granting of citizenship
to persecuted communities from Islamic states of
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh till the SC
decided stay application. As a last resort, Indira
Jaising argued that at least the court should stay
all citizenship granted in the meantime would
be subject to court’s decision. But the SC politely
stepped around the plea saying infrastructure for
grant of citizenship not yet in place. The petitions
were heard by a bench led by Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud and comprising Justices JB
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra. The plea was filed by
Indian Union Muslim League (IUML), that sought
protection for Muslims under the Act. [UML urged
the court to allow Muslims to apply for citizenship.
Another plea by the Democratic Youth Federation

PHOTO: REUTERS of India also seeks a stay on the CAA.

NY CIVIL CASE
Trump unable
to post
$464m bond

China’s claims over
Arunachal Pradesh
state absurd: India

airstrikes

REUTERS
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
is alarmed by reports
that military  airstrikes
in Myanmar, including
on Monday in Minbya
township, have killed and
injured many civilians, a UN
spokesman said.

“The  expansion  of
conflict in Rakhine State
is driving displacement

and  exacerbating  pre
existing vulnerabilities
and discrimination,” the
spokesman  said.  “The

Secretary-General calls on
all parties to prevent further
incitement of communal
tensions.”

Rohingyas have faced
persecution in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar  for
decades and nearly a million
of them live in crammed
camps in neighbouring
Bangladesh’s border district
of Cox’s Bazar. Most [led a
military crackdown in 2017.

aid may be ‘war crime’

UN rights office warns as report finds famine likely by May

REUTERS, Geneva

Israel’s restrictions on
humanitarian aid for Gaza may
amount to a starvation tactic that
could be a war crime, the United
Nations human rights chief said
yesterday.

The stark appraisal followed
a UN-backed report on Monday
saying famine is likely by May
without an end to fighting in
the more than five-month war
between Israel and Hamas in the
Palestinian enclave of 2.3 million
people.

“The  extent of Israel’s
continued restrictions on entry
of aid into Gaza, together with
the manner in which it continues
to conduct hostilities, may
amount to the use of starvation
as a method of war, which is a
war crime,” said the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights,
Volker Turk.

While aid agencies blame
Israel for blockading Gaza, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
government says it is facilitating

aid and the United Nations and
reliel groups are at fault for any
issues over the quantity and pace
of delivery.

In response to Turk’s statement,
the Israeli diplomatic mission
in Geneva said: “Israel is doing
everything it can to flood Gaza
with aid, including by land air and

Armed masked
men from an array
of factions started

providing security for
aid convoys in Gaza.

sea. The UN must also step up.”

As the occupying power
in Gaza, Israel is obligated to
ensure the provision of food and
medical care to the population
and to facilitate the work of
humanitarian organisations
trying to deliver aid, Turk said in
his statement.

Monday’s  report by the
Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification (IPC) said

malnutrition and food insecurity
have probably exceeded famine
levelsin Gaza’s north, and hunger-
linked death rates were likely to
reach famine levels soon.

“The coping mechanisms
we have seen the past weeks,
even months, are people eating
bird seeds, animal fodder, wild
grass, and weeds,” said Jens
Laerke, spokesperson for the U.N.
humanitarian office (OCHA).

“They have consumed that
already. We are beyond that.
There’s literally nothing left.”

Turk said the crisis was “human-
made” and urged all states to put
pressure on Israel to facilitate the
delivery of aid into Gaza.

“There needs to be full
restoration of essential services,
including the supply of food, water,
electricity and fuel,” Turk said.

Meanwhile, armed and masked
men from an array of clans and
factions have started providing
security for aid convoys in Gaza
as Hamas tries to keep its clout in
the enclave, Palestinian officials
and sources in the group say.

AFP, New York

Donald  Trump faced
having assets seized in a
humiliating blow to his
carefully cultivated image
as a self-made tycoon as
his lawyers acknowledged
Monday he doesn’t have
the cash to appeal a $464
million fine for fraudulently
inflating his wealth.

Trump -- the Republican
candidate for November’s
US presidential election
- intends to challenge
the judgment imposed
by a New York civil court
in February, which would
force an automatic stay of
enforcement.

But first he must put
the money into an account
managed by the appeals
court or post a bond in
the full amount, and 30
insurance underwriters
have rejected his pleas for
assistance, his lawyers said
in a new filing.

“We will fight and defeat
this Hoax,” Trump said in a
statement Monday night.

REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s foreign ministry
said  vesterday that
China was making
“absurd claims” over
Arunachal Pradesh,
adding  that the
northeastern  state
which shares a border
with China will always
be an “integral and
inalienable part of India”.
China claims Arunachal
Pradesh to be a part of
southern Tibet. New Delhi rejects the
claim, saying Arunachal Pradesh has always been
a part of India. “Repeating baseless arguments
in this regard does not lend such claims any
validity,” Randhir Jaiswal, India’s foreign ministry
spokesperson said yesterday. He was responding
to last week’s comments made by Senior Colonel
Zhang Xiaogang, spokesman of China’s Ministry
of National Defense, days after Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a road
tunnel in Arunachal Pradesh on March 9. Zhang
said in a statement that India should “stop
taking any moves that complicate the border
issue and earnestly maintain peace and stability
in the border areas”, adding that the tunnel’s
inauguration “runs counter to the efforts made by
both sides to ease the border situation”.
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Russia claims
new advances in

UKraine’s east

Kyiv awaits Western support

AFP, Moscow

Russia said yesterday that its troops had made gains
in eastern Ukraine, building on recent advances
against Ukrainian forces in critical need of Western
aid.

Facing a difficult situation on the front lines,
Kyiv has responded with an increasing number
of incursions and attacks on Russian territory
bordering Ukraine.

Some of these incursions were carried out by
Russians who volunteered to fight in pro-Ukrainian
units, which Putin has called to “punish”.

“On the Avdiivka front, units of the ‘Centre’
grouping of troops liberated the village of Orlivka,”
the russian defence ministry said.

It is the latest in a string of gains for Moscow,
which has built on the capture of Avdiivka a month
ago. Avdiivka’s seizure had forced Ukrainian troops
to withdraw to defensive lines along Tonenke,
Berdychi and Orlivka.

The Ukrainian army has not addressed
the potential seizure of Orlivka. But Kyiv has
acknowledged a difficult situation on the battlefield
and urged the West to keep up and deliver on its
promises of support.

European deliveries have fallen behind, and its
industrial capacities remain limited.

Kyiv has urged the US Congress to unblock a $60
billion aid package, which has been stalled due to
political infighting.

President Volodymyr Zelensky on Monday told
US Senator Lindsey Graham that is was “critically
important” for the US to make a swift decision.
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