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DEATHS OF 6 OF A FAMILY

Locals block Sylhet-
Tamabil highway
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Several hundred people blocked Sylhet-Tamabil 
highway in Sylhet’s Jaintiapur upazila yesterday 
morning protesting the deaths of six members of 
a family in an accident on the road.

They gathered around 10:00am, demanding 
public apologies from transport owners and 
workers for the accident, and insisted that vehicles 
without licenses or goods would not be permitted 
on the highway.

Due to the blockade, there was a long tailback 
of vehicles on both sides of the highway. Protesters 
however allowed emergency service vehicles to go 
through.

The crowd lifted the blockade at 2:30pm 
following requests of police, said Officer-in-
Charge of Tajul Islam Jaintiapur Police Station.

Sheikh Radek, a local who has been leading the 
blockade, said, “The highway has become a death 
trap. We demand a safe highway.”

Six of a family, including two children, were killed 
and several others injured in a head-on collision 
between a human hauler and a lorry in Darbasta area 
on the highway at Jaintiapur on Monday morning.

15 skeletons 
missing from 
Pabna graveyard
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

At least 15 skeletons went missing from graves at 
the Khas Aminpur Central Graveyard in Pabna’s 
Aminpur area.

Family members and relatives rushed to 
the graveyard yesterday morning, prompting 
deployment of additional police personnel in the 
area.

“I went to hold prayer for my relative at the 
graveyard on Tuesday morning. I was surprised to 
find the grave opened with no skeleton in it,” said 
Masud Rana, a local resident.

Md Harunur Rashid, officer-in-charge 
of Aminpur Police Station, said police are 
investigating.

Rain offers brief respite, 
but affects commute
UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka residents experienced a welcome break from the 
persistent heat yesterday afternoon as light rainfall swept 
through the city, offering a cool reprieve. 

The Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD) 
recorded a modest one millimetre of rainfall from 3:15pm 
to 6:00pm, according to meteorologist AKM Nazmul 
Haque.

Haque said that March through May is the pre-
monsoon season, a time when approximately 18% of the 
annual rainfall occurs. 

“Light to moderate rains are expected to continue over 
the next three days,” he added.

However, pedestrians and commuters faced challenges 
as parts of roads and sidewalks were  flooded, complicating 
travel plans. 

Bangladesh will be 
role model for others
Says religious affairs minister 
on Hajj management
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is trying to make Bangladesh’s hajj 
management a role model in the world, said Religious 
Affairs Minister Faridul Haque Khan yesterday.

The minister said this during a discussion and iftar 
ceremony organised by Hajj Agencies Association of 
Bangladesh (HAAB) at Dhaka Officers Club.

The minister said the government is determined to 
take all possible steps for the welfare of hajj pilgrims.

Faridul also said if there are any weaknesses in the hajj 
management, the government will identify and resolve them.

The minister said many positive changes have occurred 
in Hajj management over the years.

“Hajj and Umrah management policies and regulations 
have been formulated. E-Hajj management has been 
launched. Bangladesh Plaza has been established at 
Jeddah Hajj Terminal. A record 13.90 lakh pilgrims have 
performed Hajj in the last 15 years,” he said. 

HAAB President M Shahadat Hossain Taslim, 
Additional Secretary of Hajj Division of the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs Md. Motiul Islam, and HAAB Secretary 
General Farooq Ahmed Sardar, among others, also spoke 
at the programme.

Prisoner  
found dead
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A prisoner has 
been found dead at 
Chattogram Central Jail.

Ibrahim Newaz, 30, 
was found hanging 
from ceiling in the food 
storage room around 
7:40pm yesterday, said 
Atanu Chawkrabarty, 
assistant commissioner 
of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police.

Atanu said the 
inmate was rushed to 
Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital where 
doctors declared him 
brought dead.

The body has been 
kept at CMCH morgue 
for autopsy.

The whole world is waiting to see the killer 
punished. We want justice for my daughter. But 
there is rarely any justice for the poor.
Anwara Begum,Tonu’s mother

Youth for Bangladesh organised an iftar sharing programme for underprivileged children at Orchard 
Convention Hall in Dhanmondi-7, Dhaka yesterday, celebrating its 15th anniversary. More than 1,000 children 
participated in the iftar. 

Eight years on, still 
no justice for Tonu

KHALID BIN NAZRUL

Eight years have passed since the 
murder of Sohagi Jahan Tonu, yet 
there has been little to no progress 
in the probe, frustrating the 
victim’s family.

Law enforcement agencies have 
failed to make a single arrest to 
date, despite four different agencies 
investigating the case. They have 
even failed to submit a probe report.

Already, 48 dates have passed by 
in the Cumilla Sadar court. Court 
Inspector Mozibur Rahman told 

The Daily Star, “PIB Dhaka is now 
investigating the case. The next 
[court] date is March 28, 2024.

Tonu, a student of Cumilla 
Victoria Government College 
and a theatre activist, was raped 
and murdered inside Cumilla 
Cantonment on March 20, 2016.

The incident had sparked 
protests across the country, yet no 
trial has taken place even after eight 
years.

In May 2016, two autopsies were 
conducted at Cumilla Medical 
College Hospital but could not 

determine the “cause of her death.”
CID officials could only confirm 

through DNA tests that Tonu had 
been raped before being murdered.

Spermatozoa of three 
unidentified persons was found 
on her clothes, which did not 
match the samples of any suspects, 
investigators said.

Since September 2020, the 
Police Bureau of Investigation has 
been probing the murder as per the 
decision of Police Headquarters.

Speaking to The Daily Star, 
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