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Fire guts 
five shops 
in Habiganj
BSS, Habiganj

Five shops were gutted 
in a fire near Zora bridge 
in Mirpur area under 
Bahubal upazila of district 
yesterday.

The fire originated 
from a shop in the area 
around 12:30pm and soon 
engulfed the adjacent 
business establishments. 
As a result, five shops 
were completely gutted, 
officer-in-charge (OC) 
of Bahubal Model Police 
Station Moshiur Rahman 
said.

Being informed, 
firefighters of Shaistaganj 
Fire Services and Civil 
Defense unit rushed to the 
spot and doused the blaze 
with the help of locals 
and affected businessmen 
after one hour of efforts, 
he said.

The extent of the 
damage could not be 
known immediately, the 
OC added.
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Later, the farmers 
expanded the Boro rice 
cultivation to over 2,000 
bighas of land in the area.

“We have been able 
to develop improved 
salinity-tolerant varieties 
of different crops. We are 
trying for rapid expansion in 
cultivation of these varieties 
in different upazilas 
including Batiaghata, 
Paikgacha, Koyra. Khulna 
Regional Office of BARI 
provides all support in this 
regard,” said Md Harun-
or Rashid, chief scientific 
officer of BARI in Khulna.

Fields of dust
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salinity levels in the 
agricultural land in the 
coastal areas.”

As such, agriculture is 
no longer profitable and 
many farmers are switching 
professions, he added. 

According to the 
data of Department of 
Agricultural Extension in 
Patuakhali, the number 
of people in the district 
engaged in agriculture 
dropped from 3.06 lakh in 
2013 to 2.66 lakh in 2023.

Farmer Abul Hossain, of 
North Bablatla village, said, 
“Around two decades back, 
I used to cultivate Aus 
paddy during Baishakh. 
After that I would cultivate 
Aman paddy, followed by 

Rabi crops. But now, there 
is no rain even in June-
July, so Aus cultivation is 
no longer possible.”

Zakir Hossain Hawladar, 
another farmer of the 
same area, said, “Many rice 
varieties, such as Balam, 
Rajashail, Kalishail, Kalijira, 
Kala Mota, Lal Mota, Jamir 
Chal [red rice], and Khaiya 
Dhan [black variety used for 
making puffed rice], have 
disappeared as those are no 
longer possible to cultivate 
due to poor rainfall and 
high temperature.”

“Cultivating these rice 
varieties used to be profitable 
as it required no fertilisers or 
pesticides, and were also very 
nutritious. Instead, farmers 
are now cultivating Boro 

rice on a limited scale, which 
is prone to various diseases 
and insect infestation, and 
requires different types 
of chemical fertilisers and 
highly potent pesticides 
that are harmful for one’s 
health,” he added.

Nazrul Islam, deputy 
director of DAE in 
Patuakhali, said, “Due to 
a lack of rain, the salinity 
level of soil increases 
alarmingly from November 
to June-July, causing vast 
crop lands to remain fallow 
during this time.” 

“Also, high temperatures 
cause flowers to dry up, 
so pollination cannot 
take place properly, which 
eventually causes low yield 
in the case of many crops,” 

he added.
Dr Sahidul Islam said, 

“The only way to continue 
agriculture in this 
condition is by cultivating 
heat and salinity resilient 
crop varieties.”

Ainun Nishat, 
environmental expert and 
emeritus professor of BRAC 
University, said, “With 
climate change, crop life 
cycles are also changing. 
There is no alternative to 
reducing the use of chemical 
fertilisers, pesticides and 
plastics locally to prevent 
environmental pollution. 
In addition, farmers can 
opt for storing fresh water 
in reservoirs such as canals 
and ponds for irrigation as 
required.”

Star wins for 6th time
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celebrate the occasion. 
The campaign generated 
more than 200,000 
impressions and delivered 
5.6 percent social media 
engagement. 

The award was conferred 
at a gala event on Thursday 
in New Delhi where Md 
Tajdin Hassan, chief 
business officer of The 
Daily Star, received the 
award on behalf of the 
newspaper.

With over 4 million 
monthly web users and 5 
million followers on social 

media, The Daily Star runs 
campaigns for its youth 
audience round the year.

Bangla daily Prothom 
Alo also won awards in 
four categories from 
Bangladesh this year.  

This is a prestigious 
recognition for publishers 
for their outstanding work 
in digital media.

An eminent panel 
of international judges 
evaluated the entries to 
recognise outstanding 
digital media projects 
delivered by news 

publishers from across the 
region between September 
1, 2022 and August 31, 
2023.

The awards are 
presented in every region: 
South Asia, Asia, Middle 
East, Africa, Europe and 
Latin America.

The regional winners 
will compete for the 
Digital Media Awards 
Worldwide 2024, which 
will be held at the World 
News Media Congress 
2024 in Copenhagen, 
Denmark.

Nagad’s rejoinder, our reply
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Nagad’s image, this 
reporter appears to have 
intentionally tried to pass 
such blame on this reputed 
and popular MFS operator 
in Bangladesh. As the 
saying goes, “One doth the 
scathe, another hath the 
scorn”.

On July 8, 2023, The 
Daily Star ran a report 
titled “Over 5 crore 
Bangladeshi citizens’ data 
‘remains exposed’ online.” 
The newspaper cannot 
guarantee that their 
claimed recent leaks are 
not part of that incident of 
customer data breach.

The report begins with 
“User information of those 
seemingly having Nagad 
accounts…Telegram bots”. 
But regrettably, there is 
no concrete evidence in 
the entire write-up to 
substantiate this claim 
made in the introductory 
line. We are extremely sorry 
to say that your reporter 
seems to have written it 
at her whim, seemingly to 
mislead people and damage 
Nagad’s reputation. The 
report is also vague as it has 
failed to prove that any user 
information has indeed 
been leaked from Nagad. 

“Journalism Without 
Fear and Favour” – this is 
the slogan that The Daily 
Star claims it follows. 
Ironically, the reporter has 
not felt it essential to dig 
into the “other entities” 
mentioned in this report. 
Your daily chose not to 
practice objectivity in this 
case. This has proven that 
The Daily Star’s treatment – 
when to practice neutrality 
and when not – varies 
from person to person 
and from entity to entity. 
For example, over the last 
two months, social media 
propagated propaganda 
about the easy availability 
of data from top MFS 
operators. Social media 
groups also mentioned 
the names of four carriers, 
including Nagad. But The 
Daily Star mentioned only 

Nagad’s name and omitted 
others in its report. 

We believe this targeted 
attack on Nagad is 
intentional, aiming to 
damage its reputation only 
to give an upper hand to 
other parties. 

The report has claimed 
that The Daily Star shared 
“the evidence with Nagad”. 
But we question: How could 
a Telegram bot or a website, 
claiming to have personal 
information of users, prove 
Nagad’s association? It 
is disappointing that a 
reputable newspaper like 
The Daily Star relied on a 
Telegram bot as evidence 
to draft a report against 
the fastest-growing fintech 
company, without realising 
its negative impact on 
the company and its 
customers.

The report claimed, “The 
Daily Star ran searches…
with phone numbers 
not linked to Nagad, or 
phone numbers…neither 
this specific bot nor this 
specific website returned 
any results.” In a recent 
meeting between this Daily 
Star reporter and Nagad’s 
tech officials, some phone 
numbers having accounts 
with Nagad were searched 
this way, but no personal 
data was found. Regrettably, 
both the reporter and the 
report itself steered clear of 
acknowledging this fact.

We want to reassure 
that the information of 
Nagad’s customers remains 
fully secure and free from 
all forms of risks, stored 
in an encrypted format. 
It appears that some 
media houses targeted 
Nagad, attempting to shift 
industry loopholes onto 
Nagad’s shoulders – a 
pattern repeated this time.

We count the latest 
report as a darker part of 
journalism, something 
unexpected from a 
newspaper like The Daily 
Star. We strongly condemn 
such ill-motivated 
reporting and expect that 
The Daily Star maintains 

objectivity and conveys the 
right message to customers 
so that the damage caused 
by this baseless and ill-
motivated report can 
somewhat be minimised.

Our Reply
The rejoinder does not 
contest the content of the 
report with any opposing 
evidence or argument.

Firstly, nowhere in our 
report did we claim that 
Nagad was responsible, in 
any manner, for the data 
theft. We simply reported 
that some personal 
information of some 
“seemingly Nagad users” 
were being found in public 
domain. 

Secondly, our report 
made it clear, citing an 
authorised government 
official, that both Nagad 
and the NID authorities 
were alerted about the 
incident by the Computer 
Incident Response Team 
(CIRT) of the government’s 
ICT Division.

Our report is self-
explanatory in this regard, 
but still here we are 
reprinting the quote of 
Mohammad Saiful Alam 
Khan, project director at 
CIRT, that we used in our 
original report for our 
readers:  

“Not only Nagad, we 
have also informed the 
NID authority about such 
incidents relating to some 
other entities.” 

Since the official did not 
divulge any other name, 
The Daily Star was not in 
a position to name those 
entities other than Nagad.

As for Nagad’s claim 
that names of some other 
entities in relation to this 
data theft were circulating 
in social media and that 
this newspaper chose not 
to use them, The Daily 
Star’s reporting practice 
is very clear in this regard. 
The Daily Star does not 
report on unsubstantiated 
and unconfirmed claims 
that float around in social 
media.  

It is our journalistic 
practice to allow the 
subjects of our reporting 
adequate time to respond 
to our claims. In this case, 
we communicated with 
Nagad multiple times over 
11 days, shared the findings 
and allowed Nagad time 
to test out the evidence 
for themselves before 
responding. 

And when Nagad finally 
responded in writing, we 
published their versions. 
So, there is no question of 
unfairness, as the Nagad 
rejoinder untruthfully 
claims.

As for The Daily Star’s 
meeting with Nagad, The 
Daily Star sought an on-
the-record interview, but 
Nagad requested that it 
be kept off record. We 
honoured that request, 
and did not mention the 
content of our discussion 
in line with the journalistic 
principle of confidentiality. 

But since Nagad itself 
has brought up the content 
of that off-record meeting 
in public, The Daily Star 
is at liberty to share the 
content of that meeting 
very briefly for the readers. 

The rejoinder says, 
“Some phone numbers 
having accounts with 
Nagad were searched this 
way but no personal data 
was found.” 

This is untrue. All the 
numbers that were tested 
reproduced outputs except 
for one single number, 
which was provided by the 
Nagad representative.

The Nagad representative 
said the number was newly 
onboarded on Nagad, to 
which the reporter and 
the Nagad counterpart 
discussed the possibility 
of the theft not being real-
time, and the possibility 
that the data were 
downloaded and made 
available offline. 

We repeat, we did not 
mention this in our report 
because Nagad requested 
confidentiality, not 
because we did not want to 
“acknowledge” this fact as 
the rejoinder claims.  

The rejoinder does not 
challenge any facts of our 
report, and we feel the 
language of the rejoinder 
is rather unbecoming and 
attacking in some cases. 

We stand by our report.

Demanding eight months’ overdue salary,  an increase in minimum wage, and justice for four deceased RMG workers, Dhaka Poshak 
Prostutkari Sramik Sangha organised a protest in front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.
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Iftar for Tk 1
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

In a noble initiative, “Amra Kalaparabasi”, a 
voluntary organisation, has been distributing iftar 
items among the low-income people at Kalapara 
in Patuakhali since the first day of Ramadan 
(March 12).

As part of the process, they charge a nominal 
fee of Tk 1. 

In exchange for the money, they offer seven 
food items -- including chhola, muri, dates, piyaju, 
and chop.

The organisers 
distribute these 
traditional items to 
approximately 200 
people daily. 

R e s i d e n t s 
observing fasting in 
the neighbourhood 
e x p r e s s e d 
satisfaction with the initiative.

Day labourer Abul Hossain said, “We have to 
struggle to buy daily essentials including rice and 
lentil, let alone iftar items. They [the volunteers] 
are giving us iftar at a nominal cost. We are happy 
with them.”

Echoing him, Babul Mia, an auto-rickshaw 
driver, said, “It needs at least Tk 50-60 for one to 
buy iftar items from a shop, which is sometimes 
difficult for the people like us.”

Nazmus Shakib, general secretary of “Amra 
Kalaparabasi”, said, “We receive Tk 1 as a token 
amount. We have been carrying out this initiative 
since 2020 to support those in need.”


