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Tik'Tok ban
bill passes
US House

AFP, Washington

The US House of
Representatives
overwhelmingly approved
a bill yesterday that would
force TikTok to divest from
its Chinese owner or get
banned from the United
States.

Thelawmakersvoted 352
in favour of the proposed
law and 65 against, in a
rare moment of bipartisan
unity in politically divided
Washington.

The legislation threatens
to be amajor setback for the
video-sharing app, which
has surged in popularity
across the world.

The fate of the bill is
uncertain in the Senate,
where some key figures are
apprehensive of making
such a drastic move against
an app that has 170 million
US users.

President Joe Biden
will sign the bill, known
officially as the “Protecting
Americans from Foreign
Adversary Controlled
Applications Act,” into law
if it came to his desk, the
White House has said.

The measure, which
only gained momentum in
the past few days, requires
TikTok’s parent company
ByteDance to sell the app
within 180 days or see it
barred from the Apple and
Google app stores in the
United States.

Italso gives the president
power to designate other
applications to be a
national security threat
if under the control of
a country considered
adversarial to the US.

Security personnel stand guard next to a cut-out portrait of India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi in central

Srinagar yesterday.

Russia ready for nuke war

Putin tells West, warns US against sending troops to Ukraine

REUTERS, Moscow

President Vladimir Putin yesterday
told the West that Russia was
technically ready for nuclear war
and that if the US sent troops to
Ukraine, it would be considered
a significant escalation of the
conflict.

Putin, speaking ahead of a
March 15-17 election which is
certain to give him another six
years in power, added that the
nuclear war scenario was not
“rushing” up and he saw no need
for the use of nuclear weapons in
Ukraine.

“From a military-technical point

of view, we are, of course, ready,”
Putin, 71, told Rossiya-1 television
and news agency RIA when asked
whether Russia was really ready for
a nuclear war.

Putin said the US understood
that if it deployed American
troops on Russian territory - or to
Ukraine - Russia would treat the
move as an intervention.

Moscow  claims to  have
annexed four regions of Ukraine
and says they are now fully part of
Russia.

The Biden administration
has said it has no plans to send
troops to Ukraine but has stressed
the need to approve a stalled
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EU parliament 60 Afgh ans
adopts rules

Killed by weeks
of snow, rain

AFP, Kabul

on Al

AFP, Strasbourg

The FEuropean Parliament
yesterday gave final
approval to the world’s most
far-reaching rules to govern

At least 60 people have been killed by heavy rain
and snow in Afghanistan over the past three

flmﬁa.a ! intelligence, weeks, the government’s disaster ministry said
including powerful systems Wednesday
like OpenAI's ChatGPT. Y

Afghanistan has been parched by an unusually
dry winter, but the end of the season is normally
a time when deadly bad weather -- particularly
floods -- batter communities.

“Because of the snow and rains unfortunately
sixty compatriots have been martyred and 23
people injured” since February 20, ministry
spokesman Janan Sayeq said in a video statement.

About 1,645 houses have been totally or
partially ruined and nearly 178,000 livestock
killed, he added.

Since the collapse of the US-backed
government and the return of the Taliban, foreign
aid to Afghanistan has shrunk dramatically,
undermining the already impoverished nation’s
ability to respond to disasters.

The AI Act focuses
on higherrisk uses of
the technology by the
private and public sector,
with tougher obligations
for  providers, stricter
transparency rules for the
most powerful models like
ChatGPT, and an outright
ban on tools considered too
dangerous.

Senior EU officials say the
rules, first proposed in 2021,
will protect citizens from
the risks of a technology
developing at breakneck
speed.

EU chief Ursula von
der Leyen hailed the vote
ushering in a “pioneering
framework for innovative
Al, with clear guardrails.”

The EU’s rules known
as the “Al Act” take a risk-

PHOTO: AFP

Military team visits
Maldives, Sri Lanka

security aid bill that would ensure
Ukrainian troops got the weapons
they need (o continue the war,
now in its third year.

In a US election vyear, the
West is grappling with how to
support Kyiv against Russia,
which now controls almost one-
fifth of Ukrainian territory and
is rearming much faster than the
West and Ukraine.

Putin’s nuclear warning came
alongside another offer for talks
on Ukraine as part of a new
post-Cold War demarcation of
European security. The US says
Putin is not ready for serious talks
over Ukraine.

based approach: the riskier
the system, the tougher
the requirements - with
outright bans on the Al
tools deemed to carry the
most threat.

For example, high-risk
Al providers must conduct
risk assessments and ensure
their products comply with
the law before they are
made available to the public.

Violations can  sece
companies hit with fines
ranging from 7.5 million to
35 million euros depending
on the type of infringement
and the firm’s size.

for

Nepal: China

AFP, Beijing
A Chinese military delegation recently visited
the Maldives, Sri Lanka and Nepal to discuss
further cooperation in defence issues, Beijing said
yesterday.
Beijing is seeking to build closer ties in South
Asia in a push to counter its strategic rival India

influence.

Last week, the Maldives said it had signed
a “military assistance” deal with China after
ordering Indian troops deployed in the small but
strategically-placed archipelago to leave.

And Beijing confirmed yesterday
delegation had visited the country and met with
pro-China President Mohamed Muizzu during a
trip that also took them to Sri Lanka and Nepal
from March 4 to 13.

that a

When the very existence of the state is put under threat,
Weapons exist in order to use them.
Vladimir Putin
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