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India tests 
missile that 
can carry 
nuclear 
warheads
AFP, New Delhi

India has successfully 
test-fired a domestically 
developed ballistic missile 
capable of carrying 
multiple nuclear warheads 
for the first time, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said yesterday.

Modi said he was “proud” 
the launch of “the first 
flight test of indigenously 
developed Agni-5 
missile with Multiple 
Independently Targetable 
Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV) 
technology”, in comments 
on social media platform X.

The MIRV technology 
enables the Agni-5 to carry 
several nuclear warheads at 
once, so they can split up 
and hit different targets.

Modi did not give further 
details of the launch, but 
India has previously test-
fired multiple Agni-5 
missiles, developed by India’s 
Defence Research and 
Development Organisation. 
Minister of Defence Rajnath 
Singh said on X that India 
had “joined the select group 
of nations” capable of the 
missile technology.

Agni, meaning “fire” 
in Sanskrit, is the name 
given to a series of rockets 
India developed as part of a 
guided missile development 
project launched in 1983.

While the shorter-range 
Agni-I and II were mainly 
developed with traditional 
rival Pakistan in mind, 
analysts say.

Publish political 
donors’ names by 
Friday
India’s top court tells SBI 
bank
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court yesterday rejected a plea 
by government-run State Bank of India SBI.NS for 
more time to make public names of individuals 
and companies who donated billions of rupees 
to political parties through an opaque funding 
system. The court had on Feb 15 scrapped the 
seven-year-old election funding system that 
allowed unlimited and anonymous donations 
to political parties, calling it “unconstitutional”. 
That decision was a setback for Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party, which 
has been the largest beneficiary of the system 
introduced in 2017, and came ahead of a national 
election expected to be held in April or May. SBI 
had been asked to share names of the donors, 
the beneficiaries and the amounts with the 
independent Election Commission of India (ECI) 
by March 6 and the poll panel was directed to 
make it public by March 13. SBI, however, filed a 
petition on March 4 seeking time until June 30 - 
by when elections would be completed - saying the 
information sought by the court was in separate 
sections and it needed time to compile and match 
the information involving 22,217 donations. 
Responding to the plea yesterday, the court said 
the information SBI was asked to share is readily 
available with the bank and it should be shared 
with the ECI “by close of business” Tuesday. The 
ECI should compile the information and publish 
the details no later than 5 pm on March 15, the 
five-judge bench ordered, days before general 
elections are expected to be called. “We place SBI 
on notice that we might be inclined to proceed on 
wilful disobedience of court order if it does not 
comply with the timeline given today,” the bench 
led by Chief Justice DY Chandrachud said. “Our 
directions require SBI to disclose information 
which is already available,” Chandrachud said. 
“We have not told you to do the matching exercise 
... simply comply with the judgment. You have 
the details.” The election funding system, called 
Electoral Bonds, was challenged by members of 
the opposition and a civil society group.

‘China trying to normalise 
military drills near Taiwan’

REUTERS, Taipei

Taiwan’s  top security official 
yesterday told parliament  that 
China runs “joint  combat readiness 
patrols” near the democratic island 
every 7-10 days on  average, saying 
Chinese forces were trying to 
“normalise” drills near Taiwan.

China has in recent years stepped 
up military activities near Taiwan,  
with almost daily incursions into the 
island’s air defence  identification 
zones and regular “combat readiness 

patrols” that  included drills by its air 
and naval forces.

China claims democratically 
governed Taiwan as its own territory, 
over the island’s strong objections. 

Taiwan National Security Bureau 
Director-General Tsai Ming-yen said 
Beijing usually dispatches around 
10 warplanes and 3 to 4 naval 
ships on joint patrols near Taiwan,  
calling them part of a “multi-front” 
effort that also includes economic  
coercions and misinformation 
campaign to pressure the island.

“They  are tying to normalise their 
military activities,” Tsai said, adding  
that the patrols were occasionally 
timed to coincide with diplomatic  
events.

Tsai said that Taipei had “close 
discussions” with international allies 
on whether a Chinese invasion is 
imminent and that tensions across 
the Taiwan Strait have not escalated 
sharply.

“We do not see any signal of a war 
in the Taiwan Strait breaking out,” 
Tsai said.

‘BJP’s publicity stunt for polls’
Indian opposition parties slam move to enact controversial citizenship law

AGENCIES

After India yesterday announced 
the implementation of the 
Citizenship Amendment Act, 
reactions started to pour in from 
the opposition leaders, who 
accused the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP)-led Centre of resorting 
to ‘deviation’ and ‘publicity’ ahead 
of the 2024 Lok Sabha polls, 
reports Times of India.

West Bengal chief minister 
Mamata Banerjee, who has 
opposed the CAA tooth and nail, 
has said that she would fight 
against the rules if it “deprives” 
people of their rights.

“Let me see the rules first. The 
notification has not been issued 
yet. If people are deprived of their 
rights under the rules, then we 
will fight against it. This is BJP’s 
publicity for elections, it is nothing 
else,” the Trinamool Congress 
(TMC) chief Mamata Banerjee said 
at a press conference in Kolkata.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan yesterday described the 
CAA as a law that creates division 
along communal lines and 
affirmed that it will not be put 
into effect in the southern state.

“The government has 
repeatedly stated that the 
Citizenship Amendment Act, 
which treats Muslim minorities 
as second-class citizens, will not 
be implemented in Kerala. That 
remains the position. All of Kerala 
will stand united in opposing this 
communally divisive law,” Vijayan 
said in a statement.

Congress leader Jairam 
Ramesh meanwhile said that the 
time taken by the government 
to notify the rules for the CAA 
is “another demonstration of the 
Prime Minister’s blatant lies”.

“It has taken four years and 
three months for the Modi 

Government to notify the rules 
for the Citizenship Amendment 
Act that was passed by the 
Parliament in December 2019. 
The Prime Minister claims that 
his Government works in a 
business-like and time-bound 
manner. The time taken to 
notify the rules for the CAA is 
yet another demonstration of 
the Prime Minister’s blatant lies,” 
Jairam Ramesh said, added Times 
of India.

“After seeking nine extensions 
for the notification of the rules, 
the timing right before the 
elections is evidently designed to 
polarise the elections, especially 
in West Bengal and Assam. It 
also appears to be an attempt to 
manage the headlines after the 
Supreme Court’s severe strictures 
on the Electoral Bonds Scandal,” 

he added.
Samajwadi Party chief 

Akhilesh Yadav has called the 
implementation of CAA rules 
BJPs’ game of distraction. He also 
said that the government at the 
centre should also explain why 
lakhs of citizens gave up their 
citizenship of the country during 
their 10-year rule.

“When the citizens of the 
country are forced to go out for 
livelihood, then what will happen 
by bringing ‘citizenship law’ 
for others? The public has now 
understood the BJP’s game of 
politics of distraction,” Yadav said 
in a post on X.

“The BJP government should 
explain why lakhs of citizens 
gave up their citizenship of the 
country during their 10 years of 
rule. No matter what happens 
tomorrow you have to give an 

account of ‘Electoral Bond’ and 
then also of the ‘care fund’,” 
Yadav added.

All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Muslimeen chief and MP 
Asaduddin Owaisi said “CAA is 
divisive and based on Godse’s 
thought that it wanted to 
reduce Muslims to second-class 
citizens”. 

“Aap chronology samajhiye, 
pehle election season aayega, 
phir CAA rules aayenge (First 
the election season will come 
and then will come CAA) . Our 
objections to CAA remain the 
same. CAA is divisive and based on 
Godse’s thought that it wanted to 
reduce Muslims to second-class 
citizens. Give asylum to anyone 
who is persecuted but citizenship 
must not be based on religion or 
nationality,” Asaduddin Owaisi 
posted on X.

Activists of All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) set alight copies of Indian government’s Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) during a protest in Guwahati yesterday. PHOTO: AFP
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