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12 extended wards 
can turn tides
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The voters from 12 extended wards under the 
Mymensingh City Corporation can be a decisive factor in 
the upcoming MCC polls which is scheduled to be held 
on March 9.

There are a total 3,36,490 voters in 33 wards under 
MCC, of which 1,35,563 voters are in these12 wards, which 
were included in MCC after it was upgraded to a city 
corporation in 2018. 

The extended wards include three from shoal areas 
within Old Brahmaputra river, with a total 46,146 voters, 
said sources.

Since Mymensingh city is a stronghold of Awami 
League for years, most voters from city areas are expected 
to vote in favour of the party’s candidates. 

However, the scenario could be different in the 12 
extended wards, which are mostly rural areas.

“With some 40 percent voters belonging to the 
extended areas, their votes could be a decisive factor as 
they will mostly cast their votes based on their personal 
choices,” opined Nurul Amin Kalam, secretary of 
Mymensingh Nagorik Andolon.

Candidates who can build personal contact with the 
voters of these areas will be benefitted, he added.

“The residents of these extended areas had cast their 
votes in the last city polls but they did not see their 
desired development. So, there is no reason for them 
to rally behind any particular candidate. It is likely that 
they would vote for the candidates who maintained 
good contact with them and worked for them,” said 
Advocate Nazrul Islam Chunnu, convener of Jonouddog, 
Mymensingh.

Arif Hasan, a voter of Char Gobindapur under Ward-
31, said they will vote for the candidates based on their 
pledges and past contributions. 

Admitting that votes in the 12 extended wards will be 
crucial, Mohammad Al Amin, president of Mymensingh 
district unit of Bangladesh Chhatra League, said all the 
mayoral candidates conducted elaborate campaigns in 
these wards.

Meanwhile, the candidates are going from door to door 
in the last stage of the polls campaigns. 
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UP chairman 
suspended for 
embezzling rice
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

The government has suspended Abu Sufian, 
chairman of Aliat Union Parishad under 
Dinajpur’s Hakimpur upazila, on charge of 
embezzling 1.8 tonnes rice allocated to Vulnerable 
Women Benefit (VWB) programme.

A notice, signed by AKM Anisuzzaman, senior 
assistant secretary to Ministry of Local Government, 
Rural Development, and Co-operatives, was released 
on Wednesday, said Amit Roy, UNO of Hakimpur.

It also asked Sufian, also general secretary of 
Awami League’s Alihat unit, to show cause why he 
will not be permanently dismissed within the next 
10 working days.

The investigation began after Abu Musa, general 
secretary of AL in Ward-6 of Alihat, lodged a 
written complaint last year. Abu Sufian could not 
be reached for comment despite repeated attempts.

Madrasa teacher 
hacked to death
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

A madrasa teacher was hacked to death allegedly 
by a neighbour in Cumilla’s Sadar Dakshin upazila 
on Wednesday evening.

Liton Mozumder, 45, was a teacher of Nolkuri 
Furkania Madrasa and a resident of Nolkuri 
village, said police. 

During the attack, Liton was teaching at his 
coaching centre at his home. His mother Aklima 
Begum was also injured while trying to save him.

According to locals, Liton was attacked 
allegedly by his neighbour Safayet Ali, 35, a 
returned expatriate. 

Sadar Dakshin Police Station OC Alamgir 
Hossain Bhuiyan said, “The attacker was arrested 
last night (Wednesday).” 

CUMILLA CITY CORPORATION BY-POLLS

No enthusiasm among voters
ASHIK ABDULLAH APU and KHALID 
BIN NAZRUL

Despite 13-day-long vigorous 
campaigning by mayoral candidates 
in Cumilla City Corporation by-polls 
that ended last night, there is no 
apparent enthusiasm among voters.

Also, apprehension and 
concern prevail among many 
voters regarding the electoral 
environment, raising concerns over 
voter turnout.

All mayoral candidates, 
except Tahsin Bahar Suchona -- 
daughter of Cumilla-6 lawmaker 

AKM Bahauddin Bahar -- have 
alleged that a certain quarter is 
intimidating voters not to go to 
polling centres.

They also expressed their 
concerns over the poll’s fairness.

According to locals, councillor 
candidates usually play a major role 
in bringing voters to the centre in 
local government elections.

Since Cumilla city by-polls will 
be held for the mayoral post only, 
the electoral field is a bit mundane 
compared to previous elections, 
they said.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Kazi 

Mahbubur Rahman, councillor 
of ward-21 of Cumilla, said, 
“Councillor candidates usually 
take the initiative to bring voters in 
these elections. In my opinion, not 
more than 40-45 percent of voters 
will show up.”

Meanwhile, tension is mounting 
among voters owing to incidents of 
attacks on supporters of Monirul 
Islam Sakku.

On Monday, some unidentified 
miscreants blasted crude bombs 
and attacked a meeting of Sakku 
supporters.
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A worker operates at an aluminum factory in Zero Point area in Khulna city, without any safety gear. The photo 
was taken recently.  PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN


