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12 extended wards 
can turn tides
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

The voters from 12 extended wards under the 
Mymensingh City Corporation can be a decisive factor in 
the upcoming MCC polls which is scheduled to be held 
on March 9.

There are a total 3,36,490 voters in 33 wards under 
MCC, of which 1,35,563 voters are in these12 wards, which 
were included in MCC after it was upgraded to a city 
corporation in 2018. 

The extended wards include three from shoal areas 
within Old Brahmaputra river, with a total 46,146 voters, 
said sources.

Since Mymensingh city is a stronghold of Awami 
League for years, most voters from city areas are expected 
to vote in favour of the party’s candidates. 

However, the scenario could be different in the 12 
extended wards, which are mostly rural areas.

“With some 40 percent voters belonging to the 
extended areas, their votes could be a decisive factor as 
they will mostly cast their votes based on their personal 
choices,” opined Nurul Amin Kalam, secretary of 
Mymensingh Nagorik Andolon.

Candidates who can build personal contact with the 
voters of these areas will be benefitted, he added.

“The residents of these extended areas had cast their 
votes in the last city polls but they did not see their 
desired development. So, there is no reason for them 
to rally behind any particular candidate. It is likely that 
they would vote for the candidates who maintained 
good contact with them and worked for them,” said 
Advocate Nazrul Islam Chunnu, convener of Jonouddog, 
Mymensingh.

Arif Hasan, a voter of Char Gobindapur under Ward-
31, said they will vote for the candidates based on their 
pledges and past contributions. 

Admitting that votes in the 12 extended wards will be 
crucial, Mohammad Al Amin, president of Mymensingh 
district unit of Bangladesh Chhatra League, said all the 
mayoral candidates conducted elaborate campaigns in 
these wards.

Meanwhile, the candidates are going from door to door 
in the last stage of the polls campaigns. 
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CUMILLA CITY CORPORATION BY-ELECTION

No enthusiasm among voters
ASHIK ABDULLAH APU and KHALID 
BIN NAZRUL

Despite 13-day-long vigorous 
campaigning by mayoral candidates 
in Cumilla City Corporation by-polls 
that ended last night, there is no 
apparent enthusiasm among voters.

Also, apprehension and 
concern prevail among many 
voters regarding the electoral 
environment, raising concerns over 
voter turnout.

All mayoral candidates, 
except Tahsin Bahar Suchona -- 
daughter of Cumilla-6 lawmaker 

AKM Bahauddin Bahar -- have 
alleged that a certain quarter is 
intimidating voters not to go to 
polling centres.

They also expressed their 
concerns over the poll’s fairness.

According to locals, councillor 
candidates usually play a major role 
in bringing voters to the centre in 
local government elections.

Since Cumilla city by-polls will 
be held for the mayoral post only, 
the electoral field is a bit mundane 
compared to previous elections, 
they said.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Kazi 

Mahbubur Rahman, councillor 
of ward-21 of Cumilla, said, 
“Councillor candidates usually 
take the initiative to bring voters in 
these elections. In my opinion, not 
more than 40-45 percent of voters 
will show up.”

Meanwhile, tension is mounting 
among voters owing to incidents of 
attacks on supporters of Monirul 
Islam Sakku.

On Monday, some unidentified 
miscreants blasted crude bombs 
and attacked a meeting of Sakku 
supporters.
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A worker operates at an aluminium factory in Khulna city’s Zero Point area, without any safety gear. The photo 
was taken recently.  PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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Wrong treatment
FROM PAGE 3

“My husband was 
undergoing treatment 
under the supervision of 
Prof MU Kabir Chowdhury 
of Samorita Hospital over 
the last one and a half years. 
Nine days after taking a 
new medicine, according to 
Prof Kabir’s advice, he was 
hospitalised,” she said.

During the treatment 
at the hospital, Rajib’s 
condition deteriorated. 

Sarawat said his husband 
was moved to Square 
Hospitals on February 8 
as they failed to get any 
acceptable explanations 
for his deteriorating 
condition from the doctors 
at Samorita Hospital.

At Square Hospitals, 
Rajib’s condition worsened 
and he was moved to the 
intensive care unit on 
February 11, said his wife. 

“There was 
mismanagement during 
Rajib’s treatment at both 
the hospitals and the 
treatment was delayed. 
Doctors did not inform 
us about his condition at 
that time, rather they hid it 
from us,” alleged the wife.

At the briefing, Arif 
Uddin, a relative of Rajib, 
who is also a radiologist 
and former assistant 
professor at the Dinajpur 
Medical College, said 
Rajib was given two new 
medicines as per Prof 
Kabir’s advice and it 
caused his liver to fail. 

The two medicines 
-- Methotrexate and 

Acitretin -- cannot be given 
together as per the clinical 
guidelines of US Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) and British National 
Formulary, he said.

Prof MU Kabir, principal 
of MH Samorita Hospital 
& Medical College, did not 
respond to phone calls and 
text messages from this 
newspaper.

Arif Uddin said, “Rajib’s 
liver got damaged slowly 
after the two drugs were 
given together. Even 
after he was taken to 
Square Hospitals, his 
liver complications were 
ignored, he was not seen 
by doctors on time. Rajib’s 
diagnosis was delayed.’’

Contacted, Esam Ebne 
Yousuf Siddique, chief 
operating officer of Square 
Hospitals, said they were 
not aware of the allegations. 

He questioned as to why 
family members did not 
complain when Rajib was 
undergoing treatment at 
the hospital. 

He said, “Our hospital 
keeps specialised 
physicians round the clock. 
The complaint is not true. 
We will take action if any 
complaint is lodged.’’

Speaking at the press 
conference, Mahmudul 
Islam Jaglul, a colleague 
of Rajib and vice-president 
of Institute of Architects 
Bangladesh, said, “We 
want justice for the death 
of Rajib. If we don’t get 
justice, we will take to the 
streets.”


