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ILLEGAL BRICK KILN

DoE mobile court 
attacked amid drive
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

At least six people including a policeman were 
injured as miscreants allegedly attacked a mobile 
court team of Department of Environment during a 
drive against an illegal brick kiln yesterday.

Police arrested a person in connection with the 
incident that took place in Chirirbandar upazila of 
Dinajpur in the afternoon.

According to the local witnesses and police, 
a mobile court of DoE led by magistrate Sultana 
Saleha Sumi went Purba Saitara village in the 
upazila to conduct drive against MH Bricks.

As the owners failed to show relevant documents, 
the mobile court fined them Tk 4 lakh, and ordered 
to demolish the kiln.

Suddenly, workers of the brick kiln launched an 
attack, hurling brick chips at the DoE team, leaving 
six people injured and also a vehicle.

Additional police force later took the situation 
under control.

AKM Shariful Haq, UNO of Chirirbandar upazila, 
confirmed the matter.

“We conducted drives against three other brick 
kilns before, but never faced such incident,” said 
magistrate Sultana Saleha Sumi.

“Police detained one person in connection with 
the attack. Filing of a case is underway,” said Abul 
Hasnat Khan, officer-in-charge of Chirirbandar 
Police Station.

This was, however, the second such incident in 
Dinajpur within a week.

Md Khairul Islam, beat officer of Nawabganj 
Forest Range under Dinajpur, was injured during 
drive to evict land grabbers inside the forest area in 
Nawabganj upazila on February 28.

He was later admitted at M Abdur Rahim Medical 
College Hospital for treatment.

A case was also filed against 12 people on February 
29. 

2011 VIOLENCE CASE

Hafiz sent to jail
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday sent BNP vice chairman 
Maj (retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmed to jail in a 2011 
political violence case in which he was convicted 
in December last year.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Rajesh 
Chowdhury passed the order after rejecting the 
bail petition of Hafiz, who appeared before the 
court in a wheelchair.

The court also directed the jail authority to 
provide him with first class division in jail custody 
according to the Jail Code.
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5 killed in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Five people including a 3-year-old were killed 
and three others were injured in separate road 
accidents yesterday, according to reports from our 
correspondents and a news agency.

A 3-year-old girl, Tabassum, was killed when a 
vehiclestruck her as she was playing in her home 
yard in Jamalpur’s Madarganj upazila.

Mahmudul Hasan, officer-in-charge of 
Madarganj Police Station, quoting eyewitnesses, 
said, the sudden impact caused serious injuries. 
Rushed to Madarganj Health Complex, the on-
duty doctor declared her dead.

Meanwhile, two motorbike riders were killed 
and two fish traders were injured in a collision 
between a pickup and the bike on Majhkandi-
Bhatiapara regional road at Binnahuri in Boalmari 
upazila, Faridpur, reports UNB.

Imran Sheikh, and Nayeem Sheikh, from 
Hatkholarchar village died on the spot, said 
Boalmari Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Shahidul Islam.
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‘Recruit more 
teachers from 
marginalised 
communities’
Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shortage of teachers in primary schools 
that serve rural ethnic and remote char 
communities is hindering marginalised 
children’s right to education, stressed 
speakers at a discussion yesterday.

They also advocated for the recruitment 
and posting of teachers from ethnic and 
char communities in government primary 
schools.

The discussion, titled “Ensuring Fair 
Education for Marginalized Children,” was 
organised by Shapla Neer Bangladesh at 
the Daily Star Centre in the capital.

The organisation presented the findings 
of its “Odhikar” project at the event, 
which ran for three years, in partnership 
with Papri in Narsingdi and Gram Bikash 
Kendro in Dinajpur.

The teacher-student ratio is 1:67 in nine 
government primary schools of Chandpur 
union in Narsingdi, as there are only 32 
teachers for 2593 regular students, said 
the project report.

The report also said out of 120 teachers 
in 18 government primary schools across 
eight unions in Dinajpur, none belong to 
the ethnic communities they serve.

“There are around 80 thousand children 
in Dinajpur. But only the children living 
in Sadar upazila are getting the facilities 
of the GBK project, as we still can’t reach 
remote areas,” said Moazzem Hossain, 
chief executive of GBK.

“Also, what about the quality of the 
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NATIONAL JUTE DAY

Of broken promises and 
unmet expectations

30,000 workers of nine closed jute mills facing uncertain future

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Citing insurmountable losses, nine jute 
mills in Khulna region including the 
country’s second largest one abruptly 
shut down operation in July 2020.

Overnight, the closure left over 
30,000 jute mill workers unemployed, 
subjecting them to an uncertain future.

Over the past three years, the workers 
have been living in an acute financial 
hardship, grappling to make both ends 
meet.

Nasima Akhtar, 47, is one of them.
After 16 years of service as a shift 

worker, the lay-off came as a hard blow 
to her. To make the matter worse, her 
husband abandoned her and her two 
children.

Her family is now struggling to 
remain afloat.

“I got Tk 1,14,000 when the mill was 
closed. How long it was supposed to last? 
Now I am working in different houses. 
With meagre earnings, even after toiling 
for all day long, it is hard just to manage 
the daily essentials,” Nasima lamented.

“House owners, fearing our financial 
instability, opt to keep houses vacant 
instead of renting to us,” she added.

The jute mill compounds in 
Daulatpur and Khalishpur areas now 
appear deserted, with weeds and shrubs 
growing on crumbling buildings, 
deserted worker colonies.

Many former workers are living 
miserably in slums near the mills, 

clinging to hope that someday they will 
regain their jobs.

Sohrab Hossain, convenor of state-
run jute mills’ workers’ association, said 
not only the authorities failed to keep 
their promises but also failed to settle 
the workers dues.

Kudrat E Khuda, president of 
Sammilito Nagorik Porishad, Patkal 
Rokkha, said the plan to hand over 
state-run jute mills to private sector is 
“unacceptable”.

“Almost 64 jute mills including 
Mohini mill of Kushtia did not function 
after being given to private sector,” he 
said.

The Bangladesh Jute Mills 

Corporation, meanwhile, claimed that 
all jute mills will soon become functional 
after mordernisation.

It had made similar pledges after 
closure of the jute mills, citing it would 
take only around three months to 
reopen the mills.

In April 2021, the government decided 
to lease the mills to the private sector 
for periods ranging from 5 to 30 years. 
However, the process is getting delayed.

Only a couple of mills have been 
reopened since then. 

“Two mills are already in production, 
while commissioning process 
is underway for six more. Legal 
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