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Conference on 
environment 
starts at KU
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The two-day Second International 
Conference on Environment started at 
Khulna University yesterday.

Land Minister Narayon Chandra 
Chand addressed the opening ceremony 
as the chief guest.

The Environmental Science Discipline 
of KU organised the programme themed 
“Time for Nature and Natural Resource 
Management” at the Journalist Liaquat 
Ali Auditorium of the Acharya Jagdish 
Chandra Bose Academic Building.

BRAC University Emeritus Professor 
Ainun Nishat discussed a research article 
titled “Challenges and Opportunities of 
Nature-Based Solutions in Bangladesh” 
as a plenary speaker.

KU Vice-Chancellor Dr Mahmood 
Hossain presided over the opening 
ceremony.  A total of 245 local and foreign 
experts and scientists from Bangladesh, 
India, Bhutan, Nepal, UAE, Poland, Italy, and 
Germany participated in the conference.

Two killed, ten 
injured in road 
accidents
STAR REPORT

Two people were killed and 10 others 
injured in road accidents in two districts 
yesterday, according to reports from our 
correspondents.

In Brahmanbaria, two people were 
killed and three others injured after a 
truck hit a CNG-run auto-rickshaw parked 
on Cumilla-Sylhet highway at Suhilpur.

Abdul Hai, 65, from the town’s Medda 
Noapara, who was in the auto-rickshaw, 
died on the spot, said Khantihata 
Highway Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Akul Chandra Biswas.

Another passenger Md Junaid, 23, from 
Behair village in Sadar upazila, succumbed 
to his injuries at Brahmanbaria General 
Hospital, said the OC. The injured were 
undergoing treatment at the hospital.

In Moulvibazar, seven tourists were 
injured when their car overturned 
on Sreemangal-Bhanugach road in 
Lawachhara National Park in Kamalganj 
upazila.

The injured -- Sanchita Roy, 40, Milan 
Sarkar, 40, Deepika Banik, 40, Mita Saha, 
42, Tofail Ahmed, 25, Ridita Saha, 13, 
Uma Rani, 46 -- are artistes of a dance 
group in Cumilla.

After first aid at Sreemangal Upazila 
Health Complex, they were sent to 
Moulvibazar Sadar Hospital.

54 patients with 
kidney issues 
die every day

Shows Kidney 
Foundation data

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 54 patients with kidney-related 
complications die in the country every day, 
according to data of the Kidney Foundation, 
Bangladesh.

At present, approximately 20 million individuals 
in Bangladesh are grappling with kidney-related 
ailments, including nearly 80,000 with end-stage 
kidney failure, while around 40,000 die every year 
due to complications associated with dialysis or 
organ transplant, it also revealed.

Highlighting the pressing issue of donor 
scarcity in the country, nephrology experts from 
home and abroad said although kidney transplant 
is the best form of treatment for patients with 
end-stage kidney disease, the number of organs 
for transplant cannot be increased due to small 
number of donors. 

They made the remarks yesterday during 
inauguration of the 4th Bangladesh-Korea 
conference on Live and Deceased Donor Kidney 
Transplantation, 2024, at Kidney Foundation, 
Bangladesh in Dhaka’s Mirpur.

The two-day conference was jointly organised 
by Kidney Foundation and Society of Organ 
Transplantation, Bangladesh, in cooperation with 
Korea University Anam Hospital, Korean Society 
of Transplantation, VITALLINK Korea and Raphael 
International.

Speakers at the event highlighted recent 
knowledge and achievement in the field of kidney 
transplant and dialysis and covered important 
aspects of relevant recent development.

Professor Harun Ur Rashid, founder and 
president of Kidney Foundation, said organ 
transplants could work well in Bangladesh if there 
were enough donors and recipients available.

Speaking at the chief guest, National Professor 
AK Azad Khan, also president of the Bangladesh 
Diabetic Association and chairman of Bangladesh 

At present, approximately 20 
million individuals in Bangladesh 
are grappling with kidney-related 
ailments, including nearly 80,000 

with end-stage kidney failure, while 
around 40,000 die every year due 
to complications associated with 

dialysis or organ transplant.
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While talking to many city dwellers, they 
said they were compelled to spend Tk 300-

350 every month to buy mosquito coils. 

Mosquito menace beyond 
control in Khulna

Residents blame lack of proper initiatives by city corporation
DIPANKAR ROY

After winter ended, mosquitoes took 
control of Khulna, making life difficult 
for many city dwellers. Locals claim that 
the situation has been ongoing for a long 
time, with the authorities continuing to 
turn a blind eye.

Swarms of mosquitoes from nearby 
ponds, bushes, waterbodies, and drains 
invade houses shortly after sunset, 
disrupting students’ studies, residents’ 
sleep, and other household activities.

This makes them vulnerable to serious 
diseases, including malaria, dengue, 
yellow fever, and even the zika virus, 
according to physicians.

According to the conservancy 
department of Khulna City Corporation, 
from mid-February to the third week of 

March is the mosquito breeding season.
Sirajul Alom, a resident of ward-4 

who lives near Minaxmi Cinema Hall, 
said he did not see any mosquito control 
efforts by the city corporation in his 
neighbourhood.

Tanvir Hassan, a vegetable vendor in 
Gallamary area, echoed him.

While talking to many city dwellers, 
they said they were compelled to 
spend Tk 300-350 every month to buy 
mosquito coils. They also said if coils are 
not lit at homes or shops after evening, 
the situation becomes unbearable.

Asaduzzaman Rahul, a resident of 
Khalishpur, said, “It’s quite hard to 
concentrate on my studies at night due 
to mosquitoes. I have to use a net and 
stay inside it to protect myself.”

Advocate Kudrat E Khuda, president 
of Sachetan Nagorik Committee (Sanak) 
in Khulna, said even at the end of winter, 
mosquito infestation is not decreasing 
as the department concerned of the city 
corporation is not doing its job properly.

In 2021-2022, KCC spent Tk 3.18 
crore, and in 2022-2023, Tk 3.25 crore 
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Mosquito menace continues to haunt Khulna city residents. Swarms of mosquitoes from nearby ponds, bushes, waterbodies, 
and drains invade houses shortly after sunset, disrupting students’ studies, residents’ sleep, and other household activities.
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