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lawyers, the international 
lawyers, they all agreed 
that there is no basis for 
these cases at all,” he said 
in an interview with CNN’s 
Christiane Amanpour 
yesterday.

There is no precedence for 
the charges he is facing and 
the department of labour

“So, this is a kind of 
harassment. This is to make 
sure that I get the message or 
we get the message that we 
are not welcome.”

When Amanpour asked 
if the harassment might be 
due to Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina being worried that he 
was challenging for political 
power, Yunus said: “I am not 
in the political field -- there 
is no evidence that I am 
involved in politics. I am not 
interested in joining politics 
and I said it repeatedly so 
that there is no confusion.”

Yunus said his friends 
abroad have offered to 
provide all the facilities 
needed to continue with his 
social business initiatives 
around the world.

“The young people want to 
see a different kind of world. 
And we are talking about 
creating a new civilisation. 
This civilisation is based on 
wrong premises -- it is a self-
destructive civilisation.”

When Amanpour pointed 
out the backlash the practice 
of microcredit is facing 
in various academic and 
economic circles, Yunus said 
that was due to some people 
misinterpreting the idea of 
microcredit.

“We created microcredit 
as a social business where we 
didn’t want to make money 
out of the microcredit. 
We wanted to help the 
poor people, create their 
businesses, move on with 
their lives and so on.”

But some took the 
loan shark path and used 

microcredit to make money 
out of the poor.

“So, there is the right 
microcredit and there is 
the wrong microcredit. 
The right microcredit is a 
social business -- you don’t 
want to make money out 
of microcredit. You want to 
make the interest as low as 
possible just to cover the cost 
of your operation. That’s all 
and you don’t want to make it 
kind of a charity programme.”

Charity programmes 
rarely continue for long and 
Yunus wants his initiatives to 
be sustainable.

“We get very good warm 
response globally. But 
somehow, things don’t go 
right in my own country,” he 
said, adding that Grameen 
America gave out $4 billion 
in microcredit.

Yunus also spoke about 
the incident on February 12 
that saw 35 people, claiming 
to be affiliated with Grameen 
Bank, barge into the 
Grameen Telecom Bhaban 
and take over eight entities 
under the Grameen banner.

“If you have any claim, 
if you have any issue -- and 
these are legal issues -- you 
have to go to the court, find 
out the settlement of all 
those issues. You cannot 
just suddenly storm into a 
building and say we will take 
it over.”

For now, the control of 
the building in the capital’s 
Mirpur is back with Grameen 
Telecom.

But that brings no solace 
to the 83-year-old Yunus.

“There is a new case 
beginning on March 3 -- 
this is the Anti-Corruption 
Commission case. We are 
accused of corruption, 
money laundering and many 
other issues. Those cases will 
have longer prison sentences 
if they go through the whole 
process. We don’t know 
when that will end.”

Japan’s Moon 
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touchdown on January 
19 made Japan the third 
country this century — and 
the fifth ever — to land on 
the moon.

During descent, however, 
the spacecraft experienced 
an anomaly and landed on 
its nose, which meant its 
solar panels were facing west 
rather than upright and not 
receiving necessary sunlight 

to generate power.
After just a couple of 

hours operating on limited 
battery power, the lander 
sent back a mosaic image 
of its landing site before 
shutting down. Japan’s 
space agency had hoped 
light might reach the 
spacecraft’s solar cells as 
the sun’s angle on the moon 
shifted, allowing the vehicle 
to reawaken.

Russia bans petrol
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Russia’s vast energy sector.
RBC, citing an 

unidentified source, said 
Prime Minister Mikhail 
Mishustin had approved the 
ban after Novak proposed it 
in a letter dated February 21. 
A second source told Reuters 
that the decision had been 
made but the decree had not 
yet been issued.

“In order to offset 
excessive demand for 
petroleum products, it is 
necessary to take measures 
to help stabilize prices in the 
domestic market,” Novak 
was quoted as saying in his 

proposal by RBC.
Domestic petrol prices 

are sensitive for motorists 
and farmers in the world’s 
biggest wheat exporter ahead 
of a March 15-17 presidential 
election, while some Russian 
refineries have been hit by 
Ukrainian drone attacks in 
recent months.

Russia and Ukraine have 
targeted each other’s energy 
infrastructure in a bid to 
disrupt supply lines and 
logistics and demoralise 
their opponents, as they seek 
the edge in a nearly two-
year-old conflict that shows 
no sign of ending.
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of private clinics and 
diagnostic centres in the port 
city and found irregularities 
in many of them. 

In Chattogram 
Metropolitan Hospital, the 
team found lab assistants 
collecting blood samples of 
patients, which, according 
to the standard guideline, is 
supposed to be done by lab 
technicians. Also, the rate 
charts for diagnostic tests 
were not on display in the 
hospital.  

In Sensiv Diagnostic 
Centre, the lab technicians 
did not have certificates. 

“We’ve found irregularities 
in some hospitals and 
diagnostic centres,” Dr 
Ilias said, adding, “We have 
warned them and asked them 
to fix those immediately.

“We’ll also visit the other 
private clinics and diagnostic 
centres in the city and 
upazilas.”

In Pabna, three hospitals 
were padlocked after a team 
of health officials, led by the 
district’s civil surgeon Dr Md 
Shahidullah Dewan, found 
them using expired drugs. 

A team from the 
Directorate of National 
Consumer Rights Protection 
(DNCRP), along with DGHS 
officials, fined the hospitals 
and burned the expired 
drugs. 

Md Mahmud Hasan 
Ronny, an assistant director 
of the district DNCRP, said 
they raided Sujanagar Care 
Diagnostic Centre and 
Hospital and found it was 
stocking expired reagents and 
drugs. “We also found that 
students were conducting 
electrocardiograms.” 

The centre was fined Tk 
70 thousand and then shut 
down. 

At Sheba Diagnostic 
Centre in Pabna’s Santhia 
upazila, the team found 
anomalies in operation 
theatre management. 

The owner of the clinic, Dr 
Pavel Rana, was fined Tk 50 
thousand and the centre was 
padlocked. 

In the same upazila, they 
raided Shotota Dental Care 
and found it to be run by 
frauds. They too were fined 
Tk 50 thousand and their 
chamber was shut down. 

In Rajshahi city, a mobile 
court raided three diagnostic 
centers – North Bengal, 
Renaissance and Life Guard 
-- on last afternoon and all 

of them were found to have 
been using expired reagents 
for laboratory tests.

The use of such reagents 
would provide faulty reports 
of medical tests, said Fazle 
Elahi, an assistant director 
of the Rajshahi divisional 
DNCRP office, who led the 
team of physicians and police 
for the raids.  

Each of the centres was 
fined Tk 5,000, he said.

In another raid in 
Chapainawabganj, the 
DNCRP mobile court seized 
blank pathology reports that 
were pre-signed by a doctor 
at Bashundhara Diagnostic 
Center and Clinic in the 
district town’s Puraton Bazar.

“The reports were signed 
before any pathology tests,” 
said Md Masum Ali, assistant 
director of Rajshahi district 
DNCRP.

The organisation was fined 
Tk 20,000.

The mobile court also 
raided Chapainawabganj 
Blood Bank where flowers 
were found being preserved 
in the fridge with blood bags.

The DNCRP team also 
found expired reagents.

The blood bank was 
slapped with a fine of Tk 
20,000.

The directives issued last 
Thursday set new guidelines 
to increase transparency in 
the health sector after recent 
reports of hospital negligence 
have come to the fore. 

Diagnostic centres cannot 
be called hospitals unless 
they are licensed as such, 
and all licenses must be 
hung at the entrance of the 
establishment, the directives 
said. 

It added that diagnostic 
centres can only conduct the 
category of laboratory tests 
they are licensed for, and 
must have trained personnel 
for the purpose. 

No procedure requiring 
intervention can be done in 
diagnostic centres anymore, 
according to the directives. 

It also said that all surgeons 
must be accompanied by a 
registered physician during 
surgery and that anaesthesia 
cannot be used in any place 
other than a licensed clinic or 
hospital. 

“All anaesthetists must 
hold an accreditation from 
Bangladesh Medical and 
Dental council.” 

The guidelines also said 
surgery rooms must maintain 
operation theater etiquette. 
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