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CONSTRUCTING TOILETS ON 240-YEAR-OLD TEMPLE LAND

Kuakata mayor’s
move draws Hak

Stop setting
1t up on
temple land

Say 44 eminent citizens
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Forty-four eminent citizens
in a joint statement
yesterday expressed anger
over thelocalmunicipality’s
construction of  public
toilets on the land of
Kuakata Buddhist Vihara.

They also called for a
thorough investigation
into the demolition of the
monastery wall and the
attempted construction of
public toilets in violation of
the High Court’s stay order.

Despite protests from the
local Rakhine community,
Kuakata municipal
authorities in Patuakhali
have initiated construction
works for public toilets,
allegedly encroaching upon
the land of a 240-year-old
Buddhist temple.

Although there is a
court-issued injunction
in February 2021 barring
the construction of any
structure on the contested
land, the municipal
authorities proceeded with
the construction of public
toilets on Saturday night.

“When the monastery
objected to the
construction by displaying
a copy of the order earlier,
the municipal authorities
stopped the work. However,
on February 24, during the
night, the construction
of the roof of the public
toilet was completed,” the
statement read.

Setting up toilets on a
temple is a ploy to evict the
indigenous local community
of their land in Kuakata, the

statement added.

The signatories include
Sultana Kamal, rights
activist; Khushi  Kabir,

coordinator of Nijera Kori;
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali
A public toiletin a tourist destination
is always a good idea. But not when
it comes at the cost of a 240-year-
old ancient Buddhist temple of an
indigenous community.

Despite protests from the local
Rakhine community, Kuakata
municipal authorities in Patuakhali
have initiated construction
works for public toilets, allegedly
encroaching upon the lands of the
revered temple.

However, the municipal mayor
has said the land belongs to the
municipality, and the toilets are
intended for the welfare of tourists
visiting the area. But temple
authorities  have  vehemently
opposed this move and have filed
an official application with the
Patuakhali deputy commissioner,
urging immediate intervention to

The construction

work must be stopped
immediately. Otherwise,
the temple authorities will
face irreparable losses,
said the application signed
by Indra Bansh Bante,
principle of the temple.

halt the construction.

The 240-year-old Srimangal
Buddha Bihar, near the Rakhine
Women’s Market and frequented
by tourists visiting the Kuakata
sea beach, finds itself embroiled in
a legal battle over land ownership.
This dispute has been ongoing
between the temple’s authorities
and the Bangladesh  Water
Development Board, with a case
lingering in court.

Despite a court-issued injunction
in February 2021 barring the
construction of any structure on
the contested land, the municipal
authorities proceeded with the

Despite protests, work to construct a public toilet allegedly encroaching

upon the land of a Buddhist temple continues.

construction of public toilets on
Saturday night, sparking further
controversy and outrage within the
indigenous community.

Kuakata municipal authorities
started construction of public
toilets on Saturday night at
around 8:00pm, according to the
application filed with the DC.

“The move to construct public
toilets on the land of a religious
institution is motivated,” it said.

“The construction work must be
stopped immediately. Otherwise,
the temple authorities will face
irreparable losses,” said the
application signed by Indra Bansh
Bante, principal of the temple.

“We have all legal documents of
ownership of the land. The land is
a holy place for us. Some ancient
Buddhist idols have been buried
there. But the municipal authorities
are constructing toilets in our holy
place,” said Indra Bansh Bante, also
the general secretary of the temple
committee.

A local woman, Luma Rakhine,
said, “Some influential people
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are trying to grab our land on the
pretext of constructing toilets. It is
not acceptable.”

Dipayan Barua, a member of
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum, said,
“Many places are lying idle where
toilets can be constructed. But they
[municipal authorities| have chosen
the temple’s land. It is a repressive
and communal attitude.”

Dhaka University Prof Robaet
Ferdous, who works for the welfare
of the Rakhine community, said,
“Any development activity in
that area should be undertaken
following discussions with the
Rakhine people.”

Contacted, Kuakata Municipality
Mayor Anwar Hossain Hawlader
said, “We have taken the initiative
to construct a two-room public
toilet for tourists. This is not the
temple’s land. Rather, the land is
owned by the municipality.”

Patuakhali's DC Md Nur
Kutubul Alam said, “We will take
necessary  measures following
discussion with the municipal
authorities and local UNO.”

Woman, grandson
killed in fire

OUR CORRESPONDENT, M’singh

A former union parishad member and her grandson
were burned to death in a fire at their house in
Sherpur’s Sadar upazila early yesterday.

The deceased are Firoza Begum, 70, former
member of Kamarer Char Union Parishad, and her
grandson Sharif Mia, 7, son of Habibur Rahman.

Student

stabbed
to death

Child dies after
drinking sherbet

4 more family members
hospitalised

A college student was
stabbed to death in the
port city’s Bayazid Bostami
area yesterday.

The deceased is Shawon
Barua of Satkania upazila.
He used towork asawedding
photographer, said police
quoting family members.

Police recovered his blood
stained body in the Ananya
CDA residential area.

Sub-inspector  Riadus
Salehin of Panchlaish Police
Station, who recovered the
body, said, “His camera was
missing, but his mobile and
wallet were found in his
pockets. He was stabbed
in the back and chest.” An
investigation is underway,
with efforts to collect
CCTV footage from the
vicinity, he said.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

A two-and-a-half-year-old child died, and four of he
family members -- including her mother -- have been
hospitalised after consuming a drink made with saline
and powdered drink mix in Sirajganj.

The family claimed that the food items might have
been past their expiration date.

Police are interrogating four people -- including the
seller - in connection with this incident.

Zymbha, daughter of Kaiyum Sheikh of Boilgachhi in
Belkuchi upazila, died on the way to the local upazila
health complex on Monday.

On the other hand, Zymha’s mother, Parveen Aktar,
26, sisters Riamoni, 8, and Nusrat Jahan Nuri, 5, and
cousin Mithila, 8, are undergoing treatment at Bogura
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman Medical College Hospital.

Hospital Deputy Director Abdul Wadud told The
Daily Star yesterday, “Parveen and three children are
admitted here... due to food poisoning.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

To save a lifeline

200 villagers join hands to clean

Kageshwari river
OUR CORRESPONDENT, The  initiative,
Pabna on its first phase
for seven days, saw
Kageshwari removal of water
river, a lifeline to hyacinths and
the residents of garbage from the
Koromja union in river to let it breathe
Pabna’s Santhia again.

upazila, has long
been struggling to
survive.

Over the years, the river lost its natural
flow and became filled with water
hyacinths, alongside getting polluted.

To save their lifeline, around 200
residents teamed up with volunteers
from Punduria Shanti Shangha, a social
organisation, to clean up the river’s two-

“Around 12,000
people live in areas
on the banks of
Kageshwari river. Rampant pollution in
the river left their lives and livelihoods,
alongside the environment, in much
jeopardy. But no steps have been taken
by the authorities concerned to this end,”
said Johurul Islam Pappi, director of the
voluntary organisation.
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e-Tender Notice (OTM) : 98/2023-2024

Memo No: 46.02.0100.000.07,002.24-978
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal {htt

Date: 27-02-2024.
olfwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of stated below:

Tender IDs Package Description & No. Last Dute & Time
of Depositing
Document fees
085689 | Improvement of Daksinamragachia Jakir Memberbari - Dhansagar UP Read Via Rashid Khan 13.03.2024
Bridge Road by BC from Ch: 1000m - 2500m [Road TD: 201774019] [Salvage Cost: | Time: 5:00 PM
9,90,157.00 tk.| [Sharankhola] [Bagerhat] & KDRIDP/Bager/W-187/2023-24 [3rd Calll.
9558708 | Construction of Drain ot Part A) Upezila Auditorium to Gushiskhali Channel B) Raompal 13.03.2024
Dakbangla Back Side- Gushiakhali River C) Upazila Bus Stand to Woman Hostel D) Thanjania | Time - 5:00 PM
Bazar- Perear Major Mosque (Majher Jela Khal), [Total Length=91%m] |Rampal] [Bagerhat]
& UTMIDP-BAGERAMP/WD-217 [2nd Call].

This is an cnline Tender, where only e-Tender shall be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies
shall be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP Portal (htp/'www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender Documents from the National ¢-GP System Portal have to be deposited enline

through any registered Banks branches.
Further information and guidelines are available in- the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk

hitp:/www.eprocure. gov. bd).
#’ i,

(Md. Sharifuzzaman)
Executive Engineer
Phone: 02-477794041
e-mail: xen.bagerhat/alged.pov.bhd

GD-53

According to neighbours, the fire broke out when
Firoza and Sharif were sleeping in a room at their
home.

Quoting locals, Md Emdadul Haque, officer-
in-charge of Sadar Police Station, said the fire
originated at the cattleshed around 3:00am, and
soon the blaze spread to the room where the two
were sleeping.

Sharif was burned alive in his sleep while Firoza
died on the way to Mymensingh Medical College
hospital, the OC said.

SAVING JADUKATA RIVER

Legal notice served
on 13 govt bodies

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (BELA) yesterday issued legal notices on
13 government bodies, including three ministries,
urging them (o cease leasing parts of the Jadukata
river in Sunamganj and take action to safeguard the
transboundary river.

Advocate Jakia Sultana, representing BELA,
issued the notice to officials, including secretary
of the environment ministry, chairman of National
River Conservation Commission, and chairman of
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authority.

BELA said the Jadukata has been leased as
“Balumahal (designated sand quarry)” for years,
violating mandatory hydrographic surveys required
for such leases.

Man beaten to
death in Noakhali

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

A man was beaten to death for allegedly dumping
garbage beside a neighbour’s house in Noakhali’s
Senbagh upazila yesterday morning.

The deceased is Khurshid Alam, 60.

Police arrested three persons -- Md Shahidullah,
65, Md Aliullah alias Shimul, 30, and Forkan Nesa,
33 - over the incident, said Inspector Md Helal
Uddin of Senbag Police Station.

He said Khurshid had an argument with his
neighbour Shahidullah over dumping of garbage
beside the boundary of his property. At one stage,
Shahidullah hit him on the head with a stick.

kilometre stretch. SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
F » Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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Kalaroa Govt. College, Satkhira
Tender Notice (OTM)

Memo. No. kge/2023-24/ca/2743 Date: 27/02/2024
Tender is invited for the procurement of below a goods of Kalarca Govt. College, Satkhira.
1| Description of goods Tender Last Closing Opening
Nao. document selling date and date and
price date and time time
time
I8 a) Type: Continuous Variable 2,000/~ 09/03/2024 | 10/03/2024 | 10/03/2024
Transmission, SUV 2WD Car, {non- n’r_ff -’r_.l: -f'z_.l'
Manufacturing year 2023, Brand new refundable) 12:00pm 12:00pm 12:01pm
b) Engine: Gamma 1.5 MP1, 4 Cylinder In-line
c) Power: 115 Ps/6,300; 113.2HP / 6,300
d) Fuel: Gasoline
¢) Piston Displacement: up to 1500¢c
NDimension(L*W*H):4315%1790*1630
) Wheelbase: 2610
h) Ground Clearance: 200
1) Seat No: 5-Seater
1) Tyre Size and Number: 21560 R17, 04 {four)
For more details and Tender document, please visit al www kalaroage edubd. For any query contact at

02477743268 during office hour except govt. college holidays. The procuring entity reserves the nght to
accept or reject all tenders,
27.2.2024
Principal
Kalaroa Govt, College
Kalaroa, Satkhira
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