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AL govt behind BDR mutiny
FROM PAGE 3

“Secret information 
leaked by WikiLeaks 
published on August 30, 
2011, testimonies of those 
involved in the incident, 
their trial process, partial 
report of the investigation 
committee, investigative 

reports of local and 
foreign newspapers and 
media, clearly prove that 
57 army officers and many 
of their family members 
were brutally killed in 
the name of BDR mutiny 
in cold blood under the 
patronage of the Awami 

League government. And 
behind them were this 
government’s foreign 
lords,” he alleged.

Hasan Mahmud on 
Monday said it is clear as 
daylight that BNP was behind 
the BDR mutiny and killed 
the country’s smart officers.

SC must 
represent
FROM PAGE 3

Borhanuddin also said 
independence of judiciary 
is synonymous with good 
governance and the rule of 
law.

Supreme Court Bar 
Association President 
Md Momtaz Uddin Fakir, 
Secretary Abdun Noor 
Dulal, and Attorney 
General AM Amin Uddin, 
along with Chief Justice 
Obaidul Hasan, Appellate 
Division judges, lawyers, 
and law officers of the  
SC attended the 
reception.

Chunnu criticises
FROM PAGE 3

Electricity prices will go 
up by 34 paisa per unit, 
said Nasrul Hamid while 
responding to reporters at 
secretariat.

Chunnu, in his speech, 
said, “People are leading 
unbearable lives. There is 
no control over the price of 
goods. Amid the situation, the 
government has increased the 
price of electricity. Gas prices 
have also increased.”

“The government used 
to say thousands of crores 
of taka were being spent on 
paying subsidies. But how 
can you reduce subsidies 
when people are already 

crushing due to price hike 
of essentials? An increase 
in the price of electricity 
means that the price of 
many goods will increase 
with it,” he said.

“People elected a 
government with high 
hopes just a month ago, 
and that government is now 
raising electricity and gas 
prices ahead of Ramadan. 
This is unfair,” said Chunnu.

“I request the 
government not to increase 
the price of gas and 
electricity right now. You 
can think about this when 
the economy returns to a 
normal state,” he added.

BNP didn’t get
FROM PAGE 3

relationship with 
Bangladesh forward.

“BNP has nothing to be 
optimistic about regarding 
what they said. They didn’t 
say anything about the 
government’s downfall, 
their failures, or the action 
against the government. 
That’s why they are silent 
now,” he said.

BNP didn’t get what 
they wanted from the 
US, said Quader, adding, 
“They wanted to hear that 
the government would 
be sanctioned, but the US 
delegation expressed their 
commitment to advance 
relations with Bangladesh.”

Regarding the price 
hike of commodities, 
Quader said, “People 
understand that it is not 
the government’s fault. 
The hike in commodity 
prices is not a problem in 
Bangladesh alone. Prices 
are rising all over the 
world.”

“But our people still have 
purchasing power. We hope 
that there will be enough 
supply of products in the 
coming Ramadan,” he 
added. “There is definitely 
an issue of extortion. The 
prime minister herself gave 
strong statements against 
this,” he added.

Showcasing
FROM PAGE 3

at Chattogram Rail Station, 
Hasan Mahmud said the 
event’s goal is to help 
foreign diplomats better 
learn about Bangladesh 
and its developmental 
progress.

“The ability of the nation 
and the development 
activities that are going 
on under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina should be seen by 
all,” he said.

The diplomats visited the 
Karnaphuli Tunnel, which 
is the first underwater 
tunnel in South Asia. Such 
development were not 
there 15 years back, but it 
is a reality now, the foreign 
minster added.
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Stop setting
FROM PAGE 5

ZI Khan Panna, senior 
Supreme Court lawyer; 
Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
former advisor to a 
caretaker government; 
Rana Dasgupta, general 
secretary of Hindu 
Buddhist Christian Oikya 
Parishad; Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive at 
BELA; Iftekharuzzaman, 
executive director at TIB; 
Sharmeen Murshid, chief 
executive officer of Brotee; 
Barrister Sara Hossain, 
honorary executive 
director at BLAST; Sanjeeb 
Drong, general secretary 
at Bangladesh Adivasi 
Forum; and Shamsul Huda, 
executive director at ALRD.

Child dies
FROM PAGE 5

Talking to this 
correspondent, Kaiyum 
said Parveen made a drink 
with saline and the drink 
mix on Monday and drank 
it to break her fast. Later, 
the children also had it, he 
said.

Soon, they began 
vomiting, he added. 

Belkuchi Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Anisur 
Rahman said they are 
examining the packets of 
saline and the powdered 
drink mix. 

The dates mentioned 
on the packets are not 
clear. “We detained the 
shopkeeper, salesman, and 
two other individuals...,” 
said the OC.

To save a lifeline
FROM PAGE 5

“To save the river, we have 
taken the initiative to clean 
it up and help bring back 
its natural flow,” he said.

“In the first phase of the 
drive, around 200 residents 
as well as our volunteers 
worked together to clean 
up the river by removing 
water hyacinths and other 
waste,” Johurul also said. 

“We will expand our 
clean-up drive across more 
areas in the river soon,” he 
added.

Md Hosen Ali Bagchi, 
chairman of Koromja 
Union Parishad, said, 
“We tried to clean up the 
river through government 
projects but could not get 
fund allocation.”

This clean-up effort has 
brought new hope for the 
river, he said. “If the people 
work together, we will 
be able to save the river,” 
Hosen added.

PRESERVING AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE

Local seed for 
local need

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Seated on a rug in front of a closed 
shop on the west side of Badamtala 
Bazar, 61-year-old Nomita Sarkar was 
sorting out various local seeds.

While she put some of them in 
bottles, the others were wrapped in 
paper or small polythene bags.

Failing to display all the 423 
vegetable and fruit seed varieties, she 
stacked half of the seeds in a narrow 
spot beside her.

Nomita was setting up the stall for 
her peers, eagerly waiting for them to 
consider getting her seeds of small 
berries, custard apple, pumpkin, 
bottle gourd, okra, eggplant, radish, 
and spinach, alongside local paddy 
varieties Balam, Rani Salut, and 
Banshful.

She has been doing this for years 
at this annual seed fair, organised 
by farmers’ associations and 
developmental organisation LoCos, 
for female farmers at Badamtala Bazar 
in Khulna’s Batiaghata upazila. 

The fair has been taking place at 
this place for the past 15 years. 

In yesterday’s edition, female 
farmers displayed, exchanged, and 
distributed over 400 varieties of seeds 
across 68 stalls.

Nomita, a resident of Sukdara, a 
coastal village in the upazila, won the 
first prize for seed preservation.

“Over 350 women like me are 
invested in this practice. So far, I 
preserved 423 seed varieties,” she said, 
stressing the need to preserve local 
seeds resistant to salinity for better 
agricultural yield in the region.

Like Nomita, Karuna Mondal of 
the same village became self-reliant 
through this practice, preserving 
about 250 varieties of seeds. She 
secured the second position at the 
fair, while Lazmi Rani of Jharbhanga 
won the third prize for preserving 248 
varieties.

According to fair coordinator 
Palash Kumar Das, this initiative 
serves as a beacon of hope for 
sustainable agriculture.

Batiaghata DAE Officer Abu Bokor 
Siddique said, “Seed preservation 
is a local tradition here. Besides, it 
also has an economic value as these 
varieties need fewer fertilisers and 
insecticides.”

The women are preserving over 
400 local crop varieties, which would 
gradually go extinct otherwise. 
Through this fair, they foster a network 
of preservers determined to safeguard 
their agricultural heritage, he added.
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