
CITY  

Negative reports 
often contribute 
to price hike
Says Justice M 
Enayetur Rahim
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Price of essential commodities sometimes 
increases due to the role of  media, said 
Justice M Enayetur Rahim yesterday.

Enayetur, a senior judge of the Appellate 
Division, urged media practitioners to 
publish reports  positively and carefully.

He said this while speaking at a 
workshop at the Supreme Court.

“It has been observed that if a television 
channel publishes reports on the shortage 
of products like onions at 8:00am in 
Khatunganj, the price of the product 
shoots up by 30 percent in Karwan Bazar by 
10:00am. Then if you reach Shyambazar in 
the afternoon, you will see the price of the 
same product has been hiked by 40 percent.”

“If eight to 10 channels keep reporting 
on the price hike of essentials, then  
demand and crisis are created. So, 
the media should present the reports 
positively,” he said.

BNP will pay for not 
joining polls: Quader
UNB, Dhaka

BNP will soon realise how much they have lost by 
not participating in the last parliamentary polls, 
said Awami League General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader yesterday.

“They (BNP) will have to pay for a long time for 
not participating in the election,” he said.

Quaders, also road transport and bridges 
minister, made the remarks while exchanging 
views with reporters at Daganbhuiyan in Feni.

Quader said the fact that Fakhrul went to visit 
the US delegation instead of meeting the people 
after being freed from jail surprised him.

Gunfire, shelling 
again on Myanmar 
side of border
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Sounds of gunshots and mortar shells 
were heard again from bordering areas of 
Naikhongchhari in Bandarban, alongside 
Ukhiya and Teknaf in Cox’s Bazar, since 
Sunday night, causing panic among locals.

The firing persisted till 9:00am yesterday.
According to BGB and police sources, 

since February 2, the clash between Border 
Guard Police (BGP) and the Myanmar 
insurgent group Arakan Army across the 
Naikhongchhari border has intensified.

People living near the border and local 
representatives said there was a massive 
shelling at Tumbru Right Camp in Rakhine, 
south of Tumbru Bazar in Naikhongchhari, 
around 6:30am yesterday.

Four mortar shells were fired at a hill 
check post in Rakhine, located opposite 
Jamchari village in Naikhongchhari Sadar.

“I have left my house previously due 
to the shelling, but how long can we live 
outside the house?” asked Harun Amini, a 
resident of the Tombru area.

Jahangir Aziz, chairman of Ghumdhum 
Union Parishad, said locals are afraid, even 
though no mortar shells reached this side.

Gafur Uddin Chowdhury, chairman of 
Palangkhali UP, said, “There is no way to 
know when the war will end in Rakhine. But 
half a million people on the Ukhia-Teknaf 
border are spending sleepless nights in fear.”

Teknaf 2nd BGB Battalion Commander 
Lt Col Mohiuddin Ahmed said, “Besides 
monitoring the situation in Myanmar, 
BGB members have remained alert in 
preventing Rohingya infiltration.”
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BNP behind BDR 
mutiny: Mahmud
UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud yesterday said 
BNP was behind the BDR mutiny.

He said this while speaking to reporters at his 
residence. Hasan said many of those killed in the 
mutiny belonged to Awami League family.

He said BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia came out 
from her cantonment residence well ahead of the 
mutiny. “Why did she leave so early that day? That 
means she knew about the mutiny beforehand.” 

Referring to BNP leader Moeen Khan, Hasan 
said he might have forgotten that Bangladesh 
was the champion in corruption five times during 
BNP-Jamaat tenure. On his discussion with the 
US delegation, Hasan said they had a very open 
discussion to take the relationship to a new height.

Country on right 
track: Anisul Huq
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Huq has said the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina-led government is on the 
right track to reach the goal of turning Bangladesh 
into a happy, enriched, and smart country by 2041.

He made the remarks while speaking as chief 
guest during the inauguration of the eight-storey 
building for Pirojpur’s chief judicial magistrate 
court through video conference on Sunday. 

People from all walks of life have once again 
voted for the PM and given her the responsibility 
to govern the country to keep the path to 
development smooth and speedy, he said. 

I planted Boro paddy on my three bighas 
of land this season, but my saplings 

are dying as there is no water for 
irrigation. Bishkhali river is our only 

source of fresh water, but the dams and 
embankments built in Badhal area have 

barred water from entering the canals.

SHEIKH SAMSUR RAHAMAN 

A FARMER OF BILKUL VILLAGE.

‘My union is turning  
into a desert’

20,000 people of 18 villages suffer as dams on Bishkhali  
river drying up canals, croplands

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The Bangladesh Water Development 
Board recently dredged a 23-kilometre 
stretch of Bishkhali river at Badhal in 
Bagerhat’s Kachua upazila.

The project is aimed at benefiting the 
farmers by enhancing flow of fresh water 
in the river for irrigation.

However, it is doing exactly the 
opposite. 

For carrying out the dredging work, 
the contractor built several dams and 
embankments on the river, thereby 
stopping the flow of water to different 
canals connecting 18 villages in Badhal 
union.

Acres after acres of Boro paddy 
plantations, canals, irrigation channels, 
and fish enclosures in the vicinity have 
been dried up due to unplanned works.

Earlier, embankments were 
constructed on Daratana river to prevent 
saline water from entering the canals, 
which had reduced the canals’ water 
flow considerably.

Now, due to the dams and 
embankments on Bishkhali river, the 
canals have dried up completely, thereby 
resulting in an acute shortage of water 
for irrigation and fish enclosures.

The situation has severely impacted 
20,000 residents of the 18 villages, 
numerous fish enclosures, and 5,220 

acres of agricultural lands including 
1,239 hectares of Boro paddy fields.

“I planted Boro paddy on my three 
bighas of land this season, but my 
saplings are dying as there is no water 
for irrigation,” said Sheikh Samsur 
Rahaman of Bilkul village.

‘‘Bishkhali river is our only source 
of fresh water, but the dams and 
embankments built in Badhal area have 
barred water from entering the canals,’’ 
he added.

Akkas Sheikh and Bareak Sheikh, two 
other paddy farmers from the union, 
echoed the same.

“About 1,239 hectares of Boro paddy 

BWDB recently dredged a 23-kilometre stretch of Bishkhali river in Bagerhat, aiming to improve irrigation in the area. 
However, it is doing exactly the opposite as many acres of croplands, canals and irrigation channels have been dried up as a 
result. PHOTO: STAR
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