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the Jamaica Performing Arts Center in New
York City.

“As Many Books, As Many Lives” is
the theme for this fair, organised by
Muktadhara Foundation.

The fair has been held regularly for
the past 32 years, since 1992, said the
foundation’s chairperson Nuran Nabi.

He said about 40 publishing houses from
Bangladesh, Kolkata, and the United States
will participate in the fair, while over 100
writers from the US, Canada, Germany, the
UK, Australia, Sweden, and Japan will also
participate.

The main attraction of this vyear’s
fair is the celebration of the 125th birth
anniversary of Kazi Nazrul Islam, said
Rokeya Haider, the foundation’s advisor.

The Muktadhara-GBF Literary Award
2024 will be presented at the fair.

The book fair will also feature the
Shaheed Kaderi Book Award 2024 and the
Chittaranjan Saha Best Publishing House
Award 2024, according to the organisers.

He left behind his wife Shamima Faruque,
two sons Faruq Hasan and Faruque Imam,
daughter-in-law Peya Jannatul and only
grandson Ares Faruq Hasan.

His doa mahfil will be held on March
1 after Asar prayers at Gulshan Society
Mosque.

The High Court has directed the
authorities concerned to properly
follow the guidelines formulated by the
Directorate General of Health Services
that discouraged disclosure of the
sex of unborn babies for non-medical
reasons.

The court also ordered the health
ministry to preserve the database of the
test reports of the unborn children.

The HC bench of Justice Naima
Haider and Justice Kazi Zinat Hoque
delivered the verdict following a
four-year old petition that sought
prohibition of prenatal sex detection
to ensure protection of the babies and
expecting mothers.

DGHS lawyer Tirtha Salil Pal told The
Daily Star that the hospitals, clinics,
laboratories and diagnostic centres
have been discouraged to disclose the
sex of unborn children for non-medical
or social reasons, but they can detect
and disclose the sex for the treatment

Citing the guideline, he said the
medical centres that have capacity
to detect and disclose prenatal sex
will not indicate and will not run any
advertisement that they can do it.

Doctors and nurses will be trained
in such a manner so that they are
discouraged to disclose the prenatal
sex, he said. The details of the HC
verdict will be known when its full text
will be released.

Meanwhile, writ petitioner Advocate
Ishrat Hasan told The Daily Star that
the disclosure of unborn children has
been banned in Bangladesh by the HC.

Ishrat Hasan, a Supreme Court
lawyer, filed the petition as a public
interest litigation with the HC on
January 26, 2020, seeking necessary
orders on the authorities concerned to
prohibit the sex detection of unborn
babies and to stop selling, transferring
or handling any machine used for
gender detection of unborn babies.

CITY DESK

The seventh Convocation of United International
University was held at its campus in United City,
Madani Avenue, Dhaka on February 25.

Education Miniter Mohibul Hassan Chowdhoury
presided over the ceremony.

Prof Dr Muhammed Alamgir, chairman (addl
charge), University Grants Commission, was
present as a special guest.

Prof Dr Ainun Nishat, professor emeritus, BRAC
University, was the convocation speaker. The
ceremony was also addressed by Hasan Mahmood
Raja, chairman, board of trustees, UIU, and Prof
Dr Md Abul Kashem Mia, vice chancellor, UIU.

A total of 3,954 students from different
disciplines were conferred undergraduate and
graduate degrees while four meritorious students
received gold medals for their excellent results.

Deans, department heads, teachers, staffers,
journalists, educationists and vice-chancellors of
different universities attended the convocation.

Police week
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discipline and heroic work from December
1, 2022 t0 10 January 2024.

However, a number of sources at the
police department said most of the awardees
have been selected for the medals for their
roles centring the last national election.

Of the awardees, 35 will be awarded
Bangladesh Police Medal (BPM) and 60
will be given President Police Medal (PPM).
Meanwhile, 95 law enforcers will receive
BPM (service) and 210 will receive PPM
(service) awards.

Will carboluran usage finally  Resolving clashes

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
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campaigns urging traders
to destroy any carbofuran

health and environmental
hazards posed by the toxic
insecticide.

There were around 3,285
tonnes of carbofuran stock
as of June 2023, according
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