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Iran denies
selling
ballistic
missiles to
Russia

REUTERS, Dubai

Iran denied on Friday that
it had provided ballistic
missiles to Russia, after
the United States said
there would be a severe
international response to
any such move.

Earlier this week Reuters
reported that
provided Russia with a
large number of powerful
ballistic weapons.

“Despite no
restrictions
missile sales, Iran is morally
obligated to refrain from
weapon
during the Russia-Ukraine
conflict to prevent fueling
the war,” Iran’s mission to
the United Nations said on
the X platform.

Iran had

legal
on ballistic

transactions

“(That) is rooted in Iran’s

adherence to international
law and the UN Charter.”

yesterday.

Security deals Ukraine
discussing with allies

Local women stand next to their house heavily damaged by a Russian drone strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Odesa, February

15 killed in east
China residential
building fire

AFP, Beijing

At least 15 people have been killed and 44 injured
in a fire at a residential building in eastern China’s
Nanjing, local authorities said yesterday. The fire
broke out early Friday morning, officials said at a

press conference, with a preliminary investigation
suggesting the blaze started on the building’s first
floor, where electric bikes had been placed. The
buildingislocatedin the Yuhuataidistrict of Nanjing,
a city of more than eight million that lies about 260
kilometres (162 miles) northwest of Shanghai. By
6:00am (2200 GMT Thursday), the fire had been
extinguished, and a search and rescue operation
ended around 02:00pm Friday, authorities said.
Twenty-five fire trucks were mobilised to fight the
blaze, emergency services said. Footage circulating
on Chinese social networks showed a skyscraper
on fire in the middle of the night, with black smoke
pouring from it. Other images show gigantic
flames consuming several floors of the building,
the flashing lights of emergency vehicles visible
nearby in the dark. Additional footage, apparently
taken later, shows white smoke pouring from
several points in the building. The 44 injured people
were sent to hospital for treatment, officials said,
adding one was in “critical condition” while another
was seriously injured. At a press conference, city
mayor Chen Zhichang offered his condolences and
apologies to the victims’ families.
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KERALA ANIMAL ATTACKS

India to build
‘elephant-

REUTERS, Kyiv

Denmark became the latest Nato member
to sign a 10-year agreement on security
cooperation with Ukraine on Friday, the
eve of the second anniversary of Russia’s
full-scale invasion.

Italy and the Netherlands said they
were planning to sign soon.

WHAT ARE THESE
ARRANGEMENTS?
The Group of Seven wealthy nations
signed a joint declaration at the
Nato summit in Vilnius in July last
year committing to establish “long-
term  security commitments and
arrangements” with Ukraine that would
be negotiated bilaterally.

The deals would promise continued
provision of military and security aid,
support to develop Ukraine’s defence

SECURITY

defence.

The sides would also immediately hold
consultations with Kyiv to determine
“appropriate next steps” in the event of a
“future Russian armed attack”.

More than 30 countries have since
signed the declaration.

WOULD THIS BE A SUBSTITUTE FOR
NATO MEMBERSHIP?
Kyiv says the arrangements should
contain important and concrete security
commitments, but that the agreements
would in no way to replace its strategic
goal of joining Nato. The Western alliance
regards any attack launched on one of its
31 members as an attack on all under its
Article Five clause.

“There has been speculation that by
concluding enough of these agreements,
we do not need membership. False.

WHO HAS SIGNED DEALS SO FAR?

Germany and France signed agreements
on security commitments with Ukraine
when President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
visited Berlin and Paris earlier this month.

Britain in January became the first
country to sign one of the security
agreements with Ukraine for a term of
10 years, by which time Kyiv hopes to be
inside Nato.

London said the deal formalised a
range of support that it “has been and will
continue to provide for Ukraine’s security,
including intelligence-sharing, cyber
security, medical and military training,
and defence industrial cooperation”.

WHICH OTHER COUNTRIES ARE SET
TO SIGN DEALS?
Ukraine has held at least two rounds of
talks on the agreements with all the G7
countries, Zhovkva said.

More than 10 countries are in the active

Romania, Poland and the Netherlands.

The Netherlands said on Friday it
would soon sign a 10-year security deal
with Ukraine for continued military
support, help in reconstruction and the
improvement of its cyberdefences.

“Without Western support, Ukraine
as we know it will cease to exist,” Foreign
Minister Hanke Bruins Slot said. “The
Russian threat will move closer, putting
pressure on the stability and safety of our
continent.”

WHAT DOES UKRAINE WANT FROM
THE DEALS?
Ukraine’s Zhovkva singled out as “very
important” the provision in the British
deal under which consultations could be
held within 24 hours to provide swift and
sustained aid.

“We do not want to repeat the infamous
experience of the Budapest declaration,

prool” walls

INDEPENDENT ONLINE

India’s federal government has announced plans
to construct elephant-proof barriers in Kerala in
response (o attacks by the animals, which have
led to protests by residents in the southern state.
Federal environment minister Bhupender Yadav,
during his visit to the region, announced plans to
construct elephant-proof walls even as he criticised
the state government for neglecting the issue. To
avoid more elephant attacks, residents of Wayanad
in Kerala are demanding solar-powered fencing,
elephant-proof trenches, early warning systems,
radio-collaring of wild elephants, and the creation
of wildlife corridors. Earlier this month, a man was
trampled to death by a radio-collared wild elephant.
This marked the second such death in the district
in three weeks. Six days after the first incident, a
50-year-old worker at a state-owned eco-tourism

industrial base, training Ukrainian
soldiers, intelligence-sharing and Zhovkva, the
cooperation, and support for cyber

We need Nato membership,” said Thor
Ukrainian president’s
foreign affairs adviser.

stage of talks or potentially starting soon,
headded. The additional countriesinclude

which remained just a declaration,” he
said. Zhovkva said there was no need for
Ukraine to rush to agree deals.

project was killed by another wild elephant while
on duty in Pulpally. Residents have since then
demonstrated against these animal attacks.
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Motice is hereby given that the 25th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of RAK Ceramics (Bangladesh) Limited will be held on Tuesday, March 19, Aol 2
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