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No specific threat 
centring Feb 21
Says DMP chief
UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commissioner Md Habibur 
Rahman yesterday said there is no specific security 
threat centring the observance of International Mother 
Language Day on February 21, but police have taken all 
necessary measures.

He said this while talking to reporters after visiting 
security measures at Central Shaheed Minar in Dhaka in 
the morning.

The entire area will be kept under CCTV camera 
surveillance while bomb disposal, SWAT, fire service, medical 
and other teams will remain on standby, Habibur said .

Security measures have been taken in the Shaheed 
Minar area, he said.

About the security measures for the month-long 
Ekushey Boi Mela, he said a control room has been set up 
and security units are working there. 

He said movement of vehicles will remain restricted 
on some roads and vehicles will be able to enter and exit 
through some designated roads.

BNP chalks out 
two-day event 
to mark Feb 21
UNB, Dhaka

BNP has announced a two-day programme to 
observe Amar Ekushey and International Mother 
Language Day on February 21.

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul 
Kabir Rizvi announced the programmes at a press 
conference at the party’s Nayapaltan central office.

He said they will keep their party and national 
flags at half-mast and hoist black flags at the party 
office at 6:00am on Wednesday (February 21).

The leaders and activists of the party will also 
gather in front of Balaka Cinema Hall at Nilkhet at 
6:00m wearing black badges the same day.

Later, they will first offer prayers at the graves 
of Language Movement martyrs at Azimpur 
Graveyard and then go to the Central Shaheed 
Minar to pay tributes to the martyrs. 

Besides, BNP’s different units across the 
country will also observe the day through various 
programmes.

Rizvi said the nation is going to observe the day 
at a time when they are deprived of their rights.

He said the sacrifices of the martyrs of February 
21, 1952, will encourage the country’s people to 
continue their struggle to restore their rights, 
bring back democracy. 

Patuakhali 
to get a new 
Shaheed Minar
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Patuakhali municipality has constructed a 
Shaheed Minar, resembling the central one. 

It will host not only special event 
commemorating International Mother Language 
Day, but also other events. Additionally, a museum 
will be established on its premises. 

The authorities concerned hope to complete 
the project, worth Tk 4.16 crore and covering 10 
acres, by this June.

The construction works began on February 2, 
near the Circuit House in Patuakhali city.

Jasim Uddin Arju, executive engineer of 
Patuakhali municipality, said the area will also 
have a lake, open stage, food stalls, flower gardens, 
and decorative walls. 

Fariduzzaman Khan, general secretary of 
Patuakhali Shaheed Smriti Pathagar, said cultural 
organisations will get benefitted if such a Shaheed 
Minar is built as there is a shortage of venue to 
host events.

No Shaheed Minar 
in 90pc Barishal 
primary schools 
SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

The nation will observe International Mother Language 
Day tomorrow. Educational institutions across the 
country will hold special programmes with students 
laying wreaths at Shaheed Minars to pay respect to the 
heroes who died for our mother tongue, Bangla, in 1952.

However, 90 percent of primary schools in Barishal do 
not have any monuments to commemorate the martyrs of 
the Language Movement.

This absence is particularly evident in Mehendiganj 
upazila, where there are no Shaheed Minars.

Only 153 out of 1,592 primary schools in Barishal have 
Shaheed Minars.

Two schools in Agailjhara upazila have Shaheed Minars, 
while there are five in Banaripara and eight in Hijla upazilas.

Meanwhile, 12 primary schools in Gournadi have 
shaheed minars on their premises, 13 in Sadar upazila, 16 
in Bakerganj, and 19 in Muladi.

Nagerkathi Government Primary School in Bakerganj, 
established in 1970, doesn’t have a Shahid Minar, said its 
headteacher Newaz Mallik.

He said 140 students of the school cannot pay respects 
to martyrs due to the absence of a Shaheed Minar. The 
repeated calls to set up a monument on school premises 
have repeatedly fallen on deaf ears of authorities concerned.

Barisal District Primary Education Officer SM 
Aktaruzzaman said, “As a newcomer, I cannot comment 
on the number of Shaheed Minars without observation. 
However, the funding is allocated at the government level. 
But individuals have the opportunity to construct one on 
their own if they want.”

Rumpa Sikder, additional deputy commissioner 
(education and ICT) in Barishal, said each school should 
have a Shaheed Minar, and the district administration 
should ensure full support in this regard.

Educationist Dasgupta Ashish Kumar said, “Every 
education institution lacking a Shaheed Minar should 
build one to honour the martyrs of the 1952 Language 
Movement and educate the present generation about the 
significance of the day.”

Children of Bakhorkathi village in Barishal’s Bakerganj set up banana trunks to make the structure for a 
Shaheed Minar yesterday. They plan to place floral wreaths on this makeshift memorial monument to pay 
homage to the language martyrs on International Mother Language Day tomorrow. PHOTO: TITU DAS

Makeshift monuments 
their only resort
No Shaheed Minar in 1,039 govt 

primary schools in Jashore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Benapole

In Jashore district, 
1,039 out of 1,289 
government primary 
schools do not have 
a Shaheed Minar, 
depriving students 
of opportunity to 
pay respects to the 
martyrs of Language 
Movement.

However, students 
make makeshift 
monuments made of 
banana trees, wood, or 
clay to pay respect to 
the fallen heroes.

M e a n w h i l e , 
education officials said government 
primary schools can construct 
Shaheed Minars’ by using local 
donations. However, teachers find it 
challenging to raise funds locally, as 
it requires a substantial amount that 
cannot be easily collected.

According to data from the 
District Primary Education Office, 
out of 250 primary schools in Sadar 
Upazila, 24 have Shaheed Minars, 
with almost similar numbers in other 

upazilas such as 8 out 
of 139 in Chougacha, 
19 out of 131 in 
Jhikargacha, 17 out 
of 158 in Keshavpur, 
24 out of 125 in 
Sharsha, 53 out of 117 
in Abhaynagar, 85 out 
of 267 in Manirampur, 
and 20 out of 102 in 
Bagharpara.

Professor Amirul 
Alam Khan, former 
chairman of the 
Jashore Education 
Board, said as 
primary schools are 
government-funded, 
it is the government’s 

responsibility to ensure every school 
has a Shaheed Minar.

District Primary Education Officer 
Ashraful Alam acknowledged the 
need for official allocation, expressing 
concern over the absence of Shaheed 
Minars despite significant government 
funding for primary schools.

Many educationists expressed 
concerned over the fact that even 
after 53 years of independence, there 
are still schools without Shaheed 
Minars.

As primary 
schools are 
government-

funded, it is the 
government’s 
responsibility 
to ensure every 
school has a 

Shaheed Minar.

PROFESSOR AMIRUL 
ALAM KHAN

Former chairman of 
Jashore Education Board
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PRAYER 
TIMING 
FEBRUARY 20

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-30

6-05

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-15

4-30

Maghrib

5-52

5-56

Esha

7-15

7-45

Three-day lit 
conference for 
expatriates 
starts Thursday
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the aim of connecting 
Bangladeshi expatriates 
living across the globe to 
their roots, Center for NRB 
Foundation (CNF) will hold 
a three-day literature and 
culture conference in the 
capital, which will begin on 
Thursday.

The first “NRB/PBO 
Literature and Culture 
Conference Dhaka 2024,” 
to be held at Abdul 
Karim Sahitya Bisharad 
Auditorium of Bangla 
Academy, is expected to 
feature more than 200 
non-resident Bangladeshis 
(NRBs) and people of 
Bangladeshi origin (PBO), 
said organisers.
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