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Mother,
daughter
hacked to
death

9,370 Bangladeshis
in foreign prisons

Foreign minister tells

UNB, Gopalganj parllament

A woman and her SSC STAFF CORRESPONDENT

examinee daughter T . e .
were hacked to death A total of 9,370 Bangladeshi expatriates are detained
in Durgapur village of in prisons in 26 countries, Foreign Minister Hasan
Gopalganj on Sunday. Mahmud told parliament yesterday.

The deceased are Beauty
Begum, 40, and Lamia, 16.

Police said there was
a land-related dispute
between Lamia’s father
Tuku and her uncle Harun.

Around 7:30am  on
Sunday, as Lamia entered
Harun’s yard he hurled
abusive words at her, leading
to an altercation between
Lamia’s mother and him.

At one stage, Harun
hacked them with a
machete. Locals rescued and
took them to a hospital in
Sadar upazila where doctors
declared them dead.

Of them, the highest 5,746 Bangladeshis are
detained in prisons in Saudi Arabia, followed by 508 in
Turkey, he added.

Hasan Mahmud also said 1,226 Bangladeshis
have been repatriated since July 2023, while 51 have
returned from prisons in France and other Furopean
countries.

Also, around 1,950 expats have been brought
back from different prisons in India, Myanmar, and
countries in Middle East, he added.

The foreign ministry, expatriates’ welfare ministry,
Bangladesh embassies abroad, and the International
Organization for Migration are playing an integral role
in the release of imprisoned expatriate Bangladeshis,
said the minister.

Liaison is always maintained with police stations
and public prosecution offices concerned for speedy
and fair investigation of complaints brought against

69pc land cases associated
with small farmers

Says ALRD study
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between September

At least 69 percent cases ﬁled over
land related conlflicts in the country
are associated with small farmers
while 25 percent are related to
indigenous communities, a study

revealed.

Poor and marginalised people,

study found.

including indigenous communities,
are victims of injustice for their

inability to avail land rights amid an
extremely formal, complex, urban-
time-consuming
financially draining legal system of

centric,

the country, it observed.
The  study,

capital’'s  CIRDAP

yesterday.

Local influentials often grab

conducted by
Association for Land Reform and
Development was presented at a
views-exchange meeting at the
auditorium

and

January 2024, said ALDR deputy
manager AKM Bulbul Ahmed.

Such conflicts,
continued for over 20 years, have
affected 50,603 households within
a total 10,587-hectare area,

marginalised people,
including indigenous
communities, are

formal, complex,
urban-centric, time-
consuming and

2023 and “In2023,atotal of110landrelated
complaints were filed with National
Human  Rights  Commission.
Proceedings, including hearing,
of these cases are going on every

day. When there is any specific

some having

the complaint regarding land issues,
we recommend the government to
take action,” said NHRC chairman
Kamal Uddin Ahmed.
Poor and

Prof Dr Robayet Ferdous of
Dhaka University said, “We have
seen influential groups grabbing
lands of minority and indigenous

victims of iniustice communities, often launching
. o o attacks on their homes and

for their inmability . ..
to avail land rights ALRD  executive  director
amid an extremely Shamsul Huda said, “While land

conflicts were supposed to decrease
after independence of country, it
increased on the contrary. Many
lives are lost in such conflicts. When

Sadar Police Station OC
Harun-Or-Rashid said they
arrested Harun.
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continuing its effort

migrants held over criminal offences abroad, he said.
The government also communicates at the highest
levels of countries concerned for special and general
amnesty for detained expatriate workers, he added.
Bangladesh at present has 81 embassies abroad,
through which the government also maintains
diplomatic relations with other countries where
Bangladesh does not have an embassy, he informed.
Hasan Mahmud also said the government is
international

to maintain

attention on the Rohingya issue.
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lands of poor and marginalised
people by various means, including
making threats, forging documents,
filing false cases, and inciting
conflict issues, said the study titled
“Bangladesh Land Conflict CSO
Monitoring Report 2023”.

ALRD collected data of 34 cases
of structured land contflicts from 21
districts in the country and analysed
those in the study conducted

DEATH BY ‘UNKNOWN’ VIRUS

IEDCR probe team
now in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

financially draining
legal system.

The scenario is largely a
consequence of one-dimensional
development projects, including
eco-park, reserved forest, dams,
social forestry, special economic
zones, among other driving factors,
it observed.

someone protests and demand land
rights, numerous cases are filed
against the victim.”

Fauzia Moslem, president of
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad, said,
“Land conlflicts are different for
ethnic minority communities in
plain land and hilly regions. Also,
women are largely deprived of their
land rights due to religious and
traditional issues.”

List unregistered,
registered Gl items

HC asks government

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A threeemember team from

Institute  of

Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research
yesterday started investigating the deaths of two
sisters in Rajshahi, who died in a span of four days
reportedly after contracting an “unidentified” virus.

Two-year-old Muntaha Marisha died en route to
the hospital on February 14, while her sister Muftaul
Mashiya, 5, died on February 17 at RMCH. Both of
them had symptoms like high fever and repeated
vomiting. They also had black spots on their bodies.

Their parents Manjur Hossain, 35, and Poly
Khatun, 30, who were quarantined at RMCH, were
released yesterday.

The team consists of Dr Kyaw Thowai Prue
Prince, a medical officer; Dr Md Mainul Hasan, an
FETP-B fellow; and Mohammad Ali Zinnah, a senior
medical technologist, said RMCH Director Brig Gen
FM Shamim Ahmed.

The High Court yesterday directed the government o
prepare two separate lists -- one regarding products
that have already been registered as goods with
geographical identification (GI), and another of goods
that are still unregistered but fit for the registration.
The lists will have to be submitted before the court by
March 19, it said. The HC bench of Justice Muhammad
Khurshid Alam Sarkar and Justice Sarder Md Rashed
Jahangir issued the order following a petition filed by
Supreme Court lawyer Barrister Shukla Sarwat Siraj.

Fateh Ali
Chowdhury
laid to rest

STAR REPORT

Fateh Ali
Chowdhury,
a freedom
fighter and
one of the
members of
the  Crack
Platoon, was laid to rest at
the Martyred Intellectuals

Graveyard in  Mirpur
yesterday.
Prior to that, his

namaz-e-janaza was held
at Gulshan Azad Mosque
after Asr prayers.

Fateh died from old-
age complications and
pneumonia at a Dhaka
hospital on  Saturday
afternoon. He was 75.He
was also a director of CSL,
which provided logistic
support as an associate to
foreign companies doing
business in Bangladesh.
He was engaged in several
activities of Nirmul
Committee, advocating for
trial of war criminals.

A founding member of
Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee, Fateh
joined the Liberation War
when he was a student of
the English department
at Dhaka University. He
fought the war under
Sector 2.

Crack Platoon shook
the  Pakistani  army’s
confidence in  Dhaka
in 1971 with guerrilla
operations,  representing
growing resistance against
the occupation.

Fateh was part of almost
all the operations carried
out by the Crack Platoon
in Dhaka. His house on

Hatkhola Road during
1971 was used by freedom
fighters.

After independence,
Fateh became a teacher.
He also worked with
Bangladesh Industrial

Development Corporation.
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A day like any other
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None will be spared

FROM PAGE 3
Preeti’s death.

Preeti, 15, from
Moulvibazar, died after she
fell through an opening on
Ashfaqul’s eighth-floor flat.
Police took Ashfaqul and
Tania into custody within
hours of the incident that
happened around 8:00am
on February 6.

On February 13, police
produced the two before
the court with a 10-day
remand petition, but the
court granted four days’
remand in police custody in
a case filed by the victim’s
father, a tea garden worker,
under section 304A of the

o AT 3 5 3 R | (A B S e e
Pengl god% which ddeabls | . o& w7 w3 wiats e o .
Ké;h genii[ caused by 2 | AR FEEA A | SR e T
Preeti’s death came 4o | FENE SRR afis ol 4 By
around six months after Y g = wrdlne 4wl gt el
a seven-year-old house bl Ol I Wbl eto Sl s
help at the same couple’s 3¢ | e sfre mitonot | PABX: +8802477 73335170, Ext-199

residence suffered injuries
as she tried to flee through
an opening of the eighth-
floor flat.

The victim’s family filed
a case over the incident,
but police submitted a final
report before the court
as they did not find any
evidence to bear out the
charges in the case, filed
under the Children Act,
2013.

e L]

Y | |48 (REOH (FRVREE | REEE (AR | SN v s SN e e |

fasi T Fprm

e ot i st e

&

e
[ .::-"'-:*:rq Taty
warrs (Rt 9 EEE)
sjory] s o £y TR
SRR




