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The catalyst for tomorrow’s Bangladesh
ALVI SAKIB

Bangladesh’s economic miracle is 
undeniable. Since independence in 
1971, the nation’s GDP has grown a 
staggering 7.5% per year on average, 
lifting millions out of poverty and 
propelling the country towards 
middle-income status. Bangladesh 
went from a nation grappling 
with poverty and infrastructural 
challenges to one of the fastest-
growing economies in the world. 

This remarkable transformation 
is attributed to a combination 
of factors, including strong 
demographic dividends, robust 
ready-made garment (RMG) exports, 
resilient remittance inflows, and 
macroeconomic stability. The 
country’s GDP growth rate soared 
to 7.2% in the fiscal year 2021–2022, 
post-pandemic, further cementing 
its status as one of the fastest 
growing economies globally. 

Despite its impressive growth, 
Bangladesh faces challenges such 
as rising inflation, energy shortages, 
and a balance-of-payments deficit. 
The nation is also grappling with 
a large amount of non-performing 
loans in the banking sector. These 

challenges underscore the need 
for continued policy reforms and 
strategic investments to maintain 
economic stability and growth. 

Hence, a crucial question lingers: 
how can Bangladeshi youth, the 
demographic driving this growth, 
secure their own financial futures 
and contribute to the nation’s steady 
prosperity? 

While the allure of fixed-income 
instruments like government bonds 
persists, they offer limited growth 
potential, often failing to outpace 
inflation. For young investors seeking 
long-term wealth creation, a more 
dynamic approach is necessary. The 
answer lies not just in traditional 
investments, but in embracing a 

smarter, more diversified approach 
that includes land, property, 
agriculture and businesses. 

Considering land investments. 
Bangladesh’s urbanisation rate 
is skyrocketing, with the urban 
population projected to reach 
50% by 2050. This surge presents 
a unique opportunity. Investing 
in land, particularly in developing 
infrastructure projects, offers the 
potential for significant capital 
appreciation as demand outstrips 
supply. Government initiatives such 
as, setting up 100 Economic Zones 
in the country, building multiple 
highways, bridges, etc., improving 
airport facilities and increasing 
railway connectivity is all poised to SEE PAGE 29 

A successful 
investment in a local 

tech startup could 
translate to not only 

outsized financial 
rewards for the 

investor, but also the 
creation of new jobs, 

the development of 
innovative solutions 

to tackle society’s 
problems.

turbo-charge the country’s real estate 
market. 

With the introduction of startups 
such as Jomee Jomaa, the average 
Bangladeshi citizen can now claim a 
share of this pie by securely investing 
in lucrative high return generating land 
plots from the comfort of their homes, 
using nothing but the smartphone 
in their hands. The best part, Jomee 
Jomaa users can invest in fractionalized 
units of land starting from 1,000 taka.

Considering agriculture investments. 
Increase in the country’s population 
is far outpacing the country’s food 
production numbers. This imminent 
and fast approaching food crisis poses 
an existential threat to the country. 
Innovative agri-tech startups such 
as iFarmer, Wegro, etc. are working 
towards solving this problem by 
making it easier for farmers to secure 
financing, educating farmers on 
increasing crop yield, securing the 
farmers via insurance, and last but not 
the least making the agricultural supply 
chain more efficient by eliminating 
middlemen. These startups provide an 
excellent platform for users to diversify 
and invest in the agriculture sector, 
while generating lucrative profits, all 
from the comfort of their home and 
using only their smartphones.

Considering business investments. In 
addition to large conglomerates whose 
stocks are traded in the public stock 
market, small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs), and startups alike are now 
available to the general population for 
investing. Startups like biniyog.io are 
making it possible for people to invest 
in SMEs where the SME owners share 
profits generated by the business with 
the investors. 

While the allure of fixed-income 
instruments like government bonds 

persists, they offer limited growth 
potential, often failing to outpace 

inflation. For young investors seeking 
long-term wealth creation, a more 

dynamic approach is necessary. 
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INNOVATE, EDUCATE, 
ELEVATE


