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BCL factional clash 
leaves 15 hurt in CU
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least 15 people were injured as two factions of 
Chittagong University Chhatra League clashed on 
the campus over a trivial matter yesterday.

The clash took place in front of the Suhrawardy 
dormitory between shuttle train compartment-
based BCL factions “Sixty-Nine” and “Bijoy Group”, 
said BCL insiders.

The supporters of Sixty-Nine introduced 
themselves as followers of former Chattogram City 
Corporation Mayor AJM Nasir Uddin’s while the 
other group as Education Minister Chowdhury 
Mohibul Hassan’s followers.

Campus sources said previous enmity following 
a dispute over changing group of a BCL activist led 
to the clash.

The groups locked into a chase and counter-
chase throwing brickbats. Later, proctorial body 
and police brought the situation under control.

Proctor Nurul Azim Sikdar said, “We will take 
action in this regard.”

CU Medical Center’s In-Charge Mohammed 
Abu Tayeb said, “Fifteen Chhatra League activists 
were given primary treatment.”
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Almost all 3,000 families in Dahagram are involved 
in cattle rearing. A provision limits them to selling 
only 60 cattle each week. An alleged syndicate has 
a stronghold over this system, which forces poor 
farmers to sell their cattle for lower prices to other 
locals.

DAHAGRAM UNION PARISHAD

Cattle farmers stuck 
between rule, bribery

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Dahagram, which used to be a 
Bangladeshi enclave inside Indian 
territory, was turned into a union 
parishad after exchange of enclaves 
between the two countries in 2015.

The union is home to around 
18,000 residents and almost all 
3,000 families there are involved in 
cattle rearing.

However, selling their cattle, 
especially in urgent situations, 
is a difficult task for Dahagram 
residents.

Since the exchange of enclaves, 
the Border Guard Bangladesh 
and Indian Border Security Force 
jointly enforced a provision that 
Bangladeshi cattle farmers must 

take permission from local union 
parishad authorities to take their 
cattle to market inside Bangladeshi 
territory through Tinbigha 
Corridor.

Dahagram Union Parishad is 
authorised to issue tokens for 
taking 60 cattle to markets inside 
Bangladesh territory per week, 
according to the rule.

The farmers alleged that the 
union parishad chairman and 
members issue tokens to their 
preferred people in exchange for 
bribes, depriving farmers.

As a result, when they urgently 
need money, they are compelled 
to sell their cattle to others in the 
locality, albeit at a much lower price 
compared to the markets.

Amir Hossain, 60, faced such a 
situation when he needed money 
for his treatment and decided to sell 
a cow around three months ago.

“As per market price, I could 
sell the cow for at least Tk 60,000. 
But I did not get permission to take 
my cow to the cattle market inside 
Bangladesh territory. So, I had to 
sell my cow at Tk 25,000 to a fellow 
villager,” he said.

This was also the case for 
Hamidul, 65, of the same village.

“I applied for a token to sell three 
of my cows, but did not get it. I 
needed money urgently, so I ended 
up selling the three cows for only 
Tk 1 lakh, while I could have fetched 
Tk 2 lakh in the market,” he said.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Misappropriation 
of govt land?
Pvt company starts project 
without approval, everyone 
except CCC mayor unaware
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

Miracle Miles International, a private company, has taken 
it upon itself to start a project to beautify a prime location 
beside Chawkbazar-Muradpur Road in Panchlaish area of 
the port city. 

It was all well and good till then. But the real “miracle” 
is the fact that the venture has kicked off without signing 
any agreements with Chattogram City Corporation or 
obtaining necessary permissions from the Chattogram 
Development Authority.

The land is owned by the Public Works Department. 
Needless to say, their permission was not taken either.

The only person within CCC that this reporter spoke 
to who was aware of the development was Mayor Rezaul 
Karim Chowdhury himself.

Sources inside CCC and CDA hint at the involvement 
of influential CCC officials in what they are calling an 
“eyebrow-raising” act of “misappropriation of government 
land”.

Visiting the area recently, by the side of a busy road 
opposite to Katalganj Petrol Pump, it was seen that some 
of the structures were already put up while construction 
work was ongoing

Omar Faruk, the company’s head of operations, 
said they would build walkways, passenger shed, public 
toilet, gymnasium, kids’ zone, game zone, Bangabandhu 
Corner, library, and murals of former mayors, among 
other establishments.

The works started in October and will be completed in 
six months, he said, adding that the company would be in 
charge of the constructed sites.

The library, kids’ zone, and gymnasium will have free 
access, while a nominal payment will be needed for the 
gaming zone and public toilet, said Faruk.

However, CCC sources say a restaurant and pharmacy 
are also being built there.

Sheikh Mohammad Tauhidul Islam, chief executive 
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Three killed as lorry 
hits auto-rickshaw
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three people were 
killed and three 
others suffered 
injuries in a 
collision between 
a lorry and a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw 
on the Rangamati-
C h a t t o g r a m 
highway in 
Rangamati Sadar 
upazila yesterday.

The accident 
took place 
around 9:35am at 
Shalbagan area under Sadar upazila.

Among the three deceased, two were identified 
as Nabir Hossain and Md Hafiz.

Quoting witnesses, police said a Chattogram-
bound lorry, involved in road repair, rammed a 
CNG-run auto-rickshaw coming from the opposite 
direction, causing both vehicles to plunge into a 
roadside ditch, leaving one dead on the spot and 
five others critically injured.

The injured were taken to Rangamati Sadar 
Hospital where physicians declared two of them 
dead, said Additional Police Superintendent of 
Police in Rangamati Md Maruf Ahmed.


