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Almost all 3,000 families in Dahagram are involved 
in cattle rearing. A provision limits them to selling 
only 60 cattle each week. An alleged syndicate has 
a stronghold over this system, which forces poor 
farmers to sell their cattle for lower prices to other 
locals.

DAHAGRAM UNION PARISHAD

Cattle farmers stuck 
between rule, bribery

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Dahagram, which used to be a 
Bangladeshi enclave inside Indian 
territory, was turned into a union 
parishad after exchange of enclaves 
between the two countries in 2015.

The union is home to around 
18,000 residents and almost all 
3,000 families there are involved in 
cattle rearing.

However, selling their cattle, 
especially in urgent situations, 
is a difficult task for Dahagram 
residents.

Since the exchange of enclaves, 
the Border Guard Bangladesh 
and Indian Border Security Force 
jointly enforced a provision that 
Bangladeshi cattle farmers must 

take permission from local union 
parishad authorities to take their 
cattle to market inside Bangladeshi 
territory through Tinbigha 
Corridor.

Dahagram Union Parishad is 
authorised to issue tokens for 
taking 60 cattle to markets inside 
Bangladesh territory per week, 
according to the rule.

The farmers alleged that the 
union parishad chairman and 
members issue tokens to their 
preferred people in exchange for 
bribes, depriving farmers.

As a result, when they urgently 
need money, they are compelled 
to sell their cattle to others in the 
locality, albeit at a much lower price 
compared to the markets.

Amir Hossain, 60, faced such a 
situation when he needed money 
for his treatment and decided to sell 
a cow around three months ago.

“As per market price, I could 
sell the cow for at least Tk 60,000. 
But I did not get permission to take 
my cow to the cattle market inside 
Bangladesh territory. So, I had to 
sell my cow at Tk 25,000 to a fellow 
villager,” he said.

This was also the case for 
Hamidul, 65, of the same village.

“I applied for a token to sell three 
of my cows, but did not get it. I 
needed money urgently, so I ended 
up selling the three cows for only 
Tk 1 lakh, while I could have fetched 
Tk 2 lakh in the market,” he said.
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Misappropriation 
of govt land?
Pvt company starts project 
without approval, everyone 
except CCC mayor unaware
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

Miracle Miles International, a private company, has taken 
it upon itself to start a project to beautify a prime location 
beside Chawkbazar-Muradpur Road in Panchlaish area of 
the port city. 

It was all well and good till then. But the real “miracle” 
is the fact that the venture has kicked off without signing 
any agreements with Chattogram City Corporation or 
obtaining necessary permissions from the Chattogram 
Development Authority.

The land is owned by the Public Works Department. 
Needless to say, their permission was not taken either.

The only person within CCC that this reporter spoke 
to who was aware of the development was Mayor Rezaul 
Karim Chowdhury himself.

Sources inside CCC and CDA hint at the involvement 
of influential CCC officials in what they are calling an 
“eyebrow-raising” act of “misappropriation of government 
land”.

Visiting the area recently, by the side of a busy road 
opposite to Katalganj Petrol Pump, it was seen that some 
of the structures were already put up while construction 
work was ongoing

Omar Faruk, the company’s head of operations, 
said they would build walkways, passenger shed, public 
toilet, gymnasium, kids’ zone, game zone, Bangabandhu 
Corner, library, and murals of former mayors, among 
other establishments.

The works started in October and will be completed in 
six months, he said, adding that the company would be in 
charge of the constructed sites.

The library, kids’ zone, and gymnasium will have free 
access, while a nominal payment will be needed for the 
gaming zone and public toilet, said Faruk.

However, CCC sources say a restaurant and pharmacy 
are also being built there.

Sheikh Mohammad Tauhidul Islam, chief executive 
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sent back on another boat 
in the evening.

BGB Director 
General Maj Gen Md 
Ashrafuzzaman Siddiqui at 
the event expressed his firm 
stance against infiltration.

“No matter the situation, 
we will never go on the 
back foot to protect the 
sovereignty, integrity and 
security of the country.”

The BGB DG added that 
the weapons brought by 
the Myanmar nationals 
will be sent back through a 
separate process later.

On this occasion, 
Myanmar’s ambassador 
to Bangladesh, U Aung 
Kyaw Moe, thanked the 
Bangladesh government, 
BGB, coast guard, and navy 
for providing safe shelter 
to the BGP members and 
the successful repatriation 
process.

Earlier at 9:50am, a five-
member BGP delegation led 
by Myanmar’s BGP Colonel 
Myo Thura Naung arrived 
at Inani Naval Jetty in Cox’s 
Bazar by a Bangladesh 
Coast Guard ship.

Under the leadership 
of Colonel Mehdi 
Hossain Kabir, the sector 
commander of the 
Ramu sector of BGB, a 
repatriation committee 
was formed consisting of 
representatives from the 
home ministry, foreign 
ministry, Cox’s Bazar 
district administration, 
and police.

The committee quickly 
communicated and 
coordinated with the 
authorities concerned of 
Myanmar and completed 
all the processes of 
repatriation of BGP and 
other members who took 
refuge in Bangladesh.

The Myanmar nationals 
started fleeing to 
Bangladesh on February 

4 as the ongoing fighting 
between the Myanmar 
junta and the Arakan Army 
escalated across the border 
at Bandarban and Cox’s 
Bazar.

The BGB members 
disarmed them and took 
them into their custody.

At least 68 of them -- of 
which 15 were bullet-hit -- 
took refuge in Bandarban 
on February 4, and the rest 
entered on different dates 
until February 7. 

The injured were given 
treatment under the BGB 
and were among those sent 
back yesterday.

Amid the ongoing 
fighting, a Bangladeshi 
woman and a Rohingya 
man were killed when a 
mortar shell fired from 
Myanmar exploded in 
Bandarban’s Ghumdhum 
union.

Meanwhile, since early 
yesterday morning, there 
have been fresh sounds of 
gunfire and mortar shell 
explosions coming from 
the Myanmar side across 
from St Martin’s Island and 
Shahporir Dwip in Teknaf, 
Cox’s Bazar.

Abdus Salam, a member 
of Sabrang Union Parishad, 
said although they were 
hearing fresh sounds of 
gunshots and explosions 
from the Myanmar side the 
locals were not frightened 
as there is the Naf River 
between the two countries.

On the other hand, 
the situation along 
the Myanmar border 
stretching from 
Tumbru in Ghumdhum 
union of Bandarban’s 
Naikhongchari to 
Balukhali under Whykong 
union in Cox’s Bazar’s 
Teknaf was peaceful in 
comparison, according to 
public representatives and 
locals.


