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POST-POLLS PAKISTAN
New coalition
echoes same
old problems

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s newly declared coalition
government echoes the 2022 alliance
that ousted Imran Khan, analysts say,
demonstrating the military’s enduring
influence, but also Khan’s unspent
opposition power.

Last  week’s split-verdict national
election delivered a surprise boon for
independent candidates loyal to jailed ex-
premier Khan, defying an army-backed
crackdown with a combined showing
larger than any other party.

But late Tuesday the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), favoured by the
top brass, said it would partner with the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and some
smaller parties to form next government.

“The more things change, the more they
remain the same,” political analyst Hafsa
Khawaja told AFP. “This is the same set-up,
but just with the stamp of these elections.”

A WEAK REPEAT

The groundswell of support for Khan
loyalists means a broad coalition is again
needed to form the parliamentary majority
required to mint a new government. But
there are indications this version will be
weaker than the last.

PPP leader Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
foreign  minister in the 2022-23
government, said this time his party won’t
take ministerial roles and will back the
prime minister “on an issue-to-issue basis”.

There is still a lot of negotiating to go,
however, including a likely return to the
presidency for his father, Asif Ali Zardari.

If PPP doesn’t take any ministries, that
would make the administration effectively
a minority government - a copy of the
previous alliance but on a “weaker footing”,
said analyst Amber Rahim Shamsi.

ARMY STILL PRESENT

Pakistan’s military has governed the
nation for much of its history. PML-N
say their candidate for prime minister is
Shehbaz Sharif - who helmed the alliance
that ousted Khan and is regarded as
amenable to military influence.

Likewise, analysts say a fragile coalition
arrangement will suit the military
establishment, as it remains keen to
choreograph civilian affairs after Khan’s
crusade of defiance.
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Police fire teargas to disperse farmers marching towards New Delhi during a protest demanding minimum crop prices, at the
Haryana-Punjab state border in Shambhu near Ambala about 200 kilometres (125 miles) north of the Indian capital yesterday.

PROTEST FOR ‘GUARANTEED CROP PRICES’ IN INDIA

Police fire tear gas as
farmers march on Delhi

AFP, Shambhu

Indian riot police fired tear gas yesterday
at columns of farmers on tractors
seeking to breach heavily guarded
roadblocks and march on the capital to
demand guaranteed crop prices.

Farmers in India this week launched
the “Delhi Chalo”, or “March to Delhi”,
in an echo of January 2021, when they
broke through barriers and rolled into
New Delhi on Republic Day during a then
year-long protest.

But this time around, hundreds of
tractors have been stalled by fearsome
barricades of concrete blocks and rolls of
razor wire.

The farmers are demanding a law to
fix a minimum price for their crops, in
addition to other concessions including
the waiving of loans.

Barrages of tear gas were fired at

Shambhu, about 200 kilometres (125

Two-thirds of India’s 1.4 billion people

miles) north of Delhi between Punjab
and Haryana states where the main
group of farmers has been stopped, AFP
reporters at the scene said.

“The police are treating us as if we
have come from an enemy country,” said
Mohan Singh, a 65-year-old farmer from
Punjab’s Kapurthala district, around 415
kilometres from the capital.

“All we want to do is go to Delhi and
ask for our rights, but more than 150 of
us have been injured.”

Haryana state police said in a
statement Tuesday night that “heavy
stones” were hurled at police and 24
officers had been hurt.

Farmers in India have political
influence due to their sheer numbers,
and the renewed protests come ahead of
national elections likely to begin in April.

draw their livelihood from agriculture,
accounting for nearly a fifth of the
country’s GDP, according to government
figures.

After first deploying tear gas on
Tuesday, police fired fresh barrages
yesterday, including dropping canisters
from the air by drone as tractor-driving
farmers tried to open the road by
dragging barricades away.

“We are just waiting for the green
signal from our leaders,” said Santokh
Singh, 65, from Ludhiana in Punjab.
“Once that comes, we will break all the
barriers.”

Police have ringed the capital on three
sides, blocking highways with metal
spikes, blocks and steel barricades, while
mobile internet services have been cut in
parts of Haryana.

ROW WITH NEW DELHI
Maldives deports 43
Indians for illegal
businesses

AGENCIES

Maldives has deported 43 Indians who were
allegedly found to have committed crimes, Male-
based news outlet Adhadhu reported on Tuesday.
The archipelago nation, whose relationship with
New Delhi has deteriorated under President
Mohamed Muizzu, deported 186 foreigners from
12 nationalities but none from China. Muizzu is
considered pro-China. The highest number of
people were deported to Bangladesh (83) followed
by India (43), Sri Lanka (25), and Nepal (8). It is,
however, not known when they were deported.
Maldivian Home Ministry on Monday said efforts
were underway to shut down businesses operated
illegally with earnings deposited to bank accounts
held by foreigners. Homeland Security Minister
Ali IThusan said the ministry was working together
with Economic Ministry to take action against
illegal businesses operating under various names.
He said such businesses include those operated by
a foreigner instead of the registered owner. “After
registering under another name, [they include]
places that operate outside of the registry,
especially with the involvement of a foreigner
with Rufiyaa deposited to his personal account,”
the minister said. Thusan said his ministry was
working on shutting down such businesses and
deporting foreigners who operate them.

RAJYA SABHA POLLS
Sonia Gandhi to
contest from Rajasthan

TNN, New Delhi
Former Congress president Sonia Gandhi
yesterday filed her nomination for India’s Rajya

Sabha (RS) polls with Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra by her side. This is will be
the first time that Sonia would not
contest in the Lok Sabha election
since entering politics nearly two-
and-a-half decades ago. According
to a list released by Congress
for the upcoming polls, Sonia
Gandhi will contest from Rajasthan
and Abhishek Manu Singhvi from
Himachal Pradesh. Congress leaders
Akhilesh Pradesh Singh and Chandrakant
Handore will be nominated from Bihar and
Maharahstra respectively. TOI earlier reported
that Sonia considered both Himachal Pradesh
and Rajasthan, but decided in favour of the latter.
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MANIPUR
VIOLENCE

One dead,
3 injured in
gunfights

AGENCIES

At least one person was
killed after security
personnel opened fire
on “village volunteers”
who allegedly attempted
to enter Manipur Police
Training College (MPTC)
in Imphal East district on
Tuesday night, a senior
official said as reported
by news agency P11

The term ‘village
volunteers’ is used for
armed civilian youths
guarding villages along
the periphery of Imphal
Valley and adjoining hills
to ward off attacks from
the rival community.

As per the agency,
it is suspected that the
volunteers tried to barge
into the premises to loot
firearms as they had
earlier posted on social
media that they needed
more weapons o fight
off attackers. However,
no details on the motive
of their attempt has
been revealed.

The one person who
died in the incident has
been identified as Okram
Sanaton. The 24-year-
old succumbed to his
injuries while being taken
to a state-run hospital in
Imphal after sustaining
gunshot wounds.

“The incident took
place on Tuesday night
when a large number
of local youths, mostly
village volunteers,
gathered at the MPTC
gates and tried to barge
into the premises, with
some even succeeding
in their endeavour,” the
official told PTL

The official further
said, “Security personnel
first fired several rounds
of tear gas shells to
disperse the mob, but
later had to fire live
rounds to control the
situation.”

A firefighter works at the site of a residential building destroyed in a Russian missile

attack, in Selydove, Donetsk region, Ukraine yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Apes show joking could be
ancient trait: study

AFP, Paris

A boisterous young chimpanzee slaps
an adult in his family on the back, then
scampers away and looks back to see
the response to his cheekiness.

Nothing yet, so the young chimp
Azibo rolls back and dishes out another
slap, this time provoking a reaction: the
distracted adult waves a half-hearted
swipe in his direction, shooing the
troublesome youth away -- though not
for long.

This scene recorded at Leipzig Zoo in
Germany is just one of many analysed
by scientists to show that great apes
engage in playful teasing in a similar
way to young human children.

Because all four species of great
ape were recorded teasing each other,
the “cognitive prerequisites for joking”

probably evolved in a shared ancestor
millions of years ago, the scientists said
in a new study on Wednesday.

The researchers catalogued a
wide range of classic japery. One ape
would offer another an object, only to
withdraw it at the last second. Or they
would prevent their mark from grabbing
something they want. Other tricksters
simply did the opposite of what they
were told. Some just liked to poke.

Much of this behaviour is common in
human children, starting from around
eight months for the most precocious.

Somewhere  between  normal
play and aggression, playful teasing
involves anticipating the response
of others as well as enjoying
going against their expectations,
according to the study in the journal
Proceedings of the Royal Society B.

CORPORATE BOOKING

Fantasy Kingdom and Water Kingdom will be reserved on
15™ February (Thursday), 2024 for Corporate Booking.

From 16 February (Friday), 2024 Fantasy Kingdom and
Water Kingdom will remain open for all.

Contact: 01969-910100
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