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DENGUE FEVER

Brazil
launches
mass
vaccination

AFP, Brasilia

Brazil launched a dengue
fever immunisation
campaign Friday,
becoming the first country
in the world to provide the
vaccine through its public
health system as it deals
with a surge in cases.

Health authorities
registered more  than
395,000 likely cases of the
mosquito-borne disease in
the first five weeks of the
year. At least 53 people
have died in the current
outbreak.

“Even  without  the
current  epidemic  we
would have started this
vaccination campaign,
because dengue is a long-
standing health problem,”
health  minister  Nisia
Trindade told journalists.

The vaccine, known as
Qdenga, is produced by
Japanese pharmaceutical
firm Takeda.

Palestinians mourn after identifying the bodies of relatives killed in overnight Israeli bombardment on the southern Gaza Strip, at Al-Najjar
hospital in Rafah yesterday.
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An anti-terrorism court (ATC)
yesterday granted bail to jailed former Pakistan
premier Imran Khan in 12 cases linked to the May

Imran Khan
oranted bail

in 12 cases

AGENCIES

of Pakistan

9 attacks on military installations.
ATC Judge Malik Fjaz Asif
granted the bail after fulfilling
a surety bond of Rs 1 lakh
in all 12 cases, including
the General Headquarters
(Pakistan Army) and Army
Museum attack, reports
the Indian Express quoting
The  Express  Tribune
Pakistan. The court said
there was no justification to
keep Khan, 71, under arrest

as all accused in May 9 cases

were on bail. But Khan will remain in jail

as he is convicted in many other cases, adds the
Indian Express. The court’s order came a day
after independents backed by Khan’s party won
nearly 100 seats in the National Assembly. Former
foreign minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi was also
granted bail in 13 cases in the same case. Khan was
convicted last week of treason, graft and having
an un-Islamic marriage in three separate trials
— among nearly 200 cases brought against him
since being ousted.

Can Pakistan form govt on split election results?

AGENCIES

Two days after Pakistan’s general elections
were held, a split mandate has emerged
among the big three parties and there is
litde clarity about who will be able to form a
government.

According to the latest tally by the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) last
night, results from 253 National Assembly
constituencies had been announced as of
Saturday afternoon, out of a total of 266,
reports Al Jazeera.

In a shock result, the largest number of
seats have gone to independent candidates,
of which at least 93 are backed by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

In December last year, the party was
stripped of its electoral symbol, the cricket
bat, accused of violating laws about holding
internal party elections, forcing it to field its
candidates as independents.

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PMLN), which entered the election as the
expected frontrunner, has emerged with the
second-largest mandate, with only 71 seats.

In third place is the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), which managed to secure 54 seats, 11
more than it gained in the 2018 elections.
HOW IS A MAJORITY DETERMINED?
With 266 seats up for grabs in the general

elections, a simple majority of 134 is required
for any one political party to be able to form

a government.

Theoretically, however, members of
parliament can form a government regardless
of their party affiliation.

In the PTT’s case, their affiliated candidates
can choose to avoid joining other parties and,
instead, band together as independents. This
would allow them to form a government if
they collectively cross the required threshold
of 134 seats.

However, doing this could result in a weak
government, perpetually vulnerable to the
whims of individuals who can choose (o
desert the governing coalition — something
which is much harder when tied to a formally
organised political party.

If PTI-backed candidates do decide to join
other parties to form a government, they must
announce their decision within three days
of the oflicial notification issued by the ECP
after the completion of the vote counting,
expected by late yesterday.

HOW HAVE OTHER PARTIES
REACTED?
Leaders of the other two parties with the
largest number of votes - the PMLN and
the PPP - held a meeting late on Friday
night in Lahore, after PMLN leader Nawaz
Sharil declared his party “victors” in the
parliamentary election.

Sharif’s claim that his PMLN had emerged
as the party with the largest mandate is
technically correct since the PTI-backed

legislators are independent.

However, he also acknowledged that his
party had failed in its objective to achieve a
simple majority, and is therefore now reaching
out to other parties to discuss forming a
coalition to be able to form a government.

WHAT WILL PTI CANDIDATES DO
NOW?

The PTI, unwilling to enter into any formal
alliance with another party, is considering
joining the opposition benches “under the
banner” of another party to gain access Lo
the government. In the meantime, it will
also pursue legal avenues to overturn seats it
alleges have been stolen from its candidates.

“We’ll be merging with a small party so
that we go into parliament under a symbol,
and that means our candidates will not
be independents any more. We will join a
political party of the choice of our leader,
Imran Khan,” Syed Zulfikar Bukhari, a senior
PTI member, told Al Jazeera.

However, another prominent PTI member,
Gohar Khan, the chairman of Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-Insaf (PTI) party who also acts as the
former prime minister’s lawyer, called on “all
institutions” in Pakistan to respect his party’s
mandate, reports Reuters.

At a press conference, he said if complete
results of the polls were not released by
last night, the party would hold peaceful
protests today outside government offices
returning election results around the
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country, Reuters added.

“We will not be aligning with any major
party to set up a hodgepodge government
in the centre. We have learned from our
previous tenure that having a compromised
government with allies means being
blackmailed daily,” he said.

He further added that he does not believe
a government formed via an alliance of other
parties would last long.

“We intend to merge with a party for the
sake of putting all our candidates under
one banner, and we will be the strongest
opposition this country has ever seen,”
Bukhari said.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN NEXT?

Amid so much uncertainty, analysts believe
that the split result means that no party will
be able to form a government on its own - two
out of the three big parties will be forced to
form an alliance.

Basit of S Rajaratnam School told Al
Jazeera he foresees a return of the ruling
alliance that governed the country after
April 2022, when Khan'’s PTI government was
removed following a vote of no confidence.

“From the fact that PPP and PMLN have
already held a meeting and Sharil in his
speech said he wants to reach out to other
political parties, it appears we are going to
see the emergence of Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) version 2.0 from this result,”
he said, referring to the ruling alliance that

chief

managed to remove Khan.

Political analyst Arifa Noor, however, said
the PTT must focus on forming a government
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, where it has swept
the provincial assembly, winning 90 out of 115
seats.

“Forming government there should be
their focus right now. They should be aware
of the ground realities that the military
establishment is not going to give PTI any
space, so it would make sense to settle on
their stronghold there,” she told Al Jazeera.

Basit, though, said the results have shown
that the election did not deliver the required
stability that the country “desperately” needs.

“The objective of these elections was to
secure some stability in the country that is
mired in crises, such as the political instability,
weak economy or the security concerns. But
with these results, only a messy set-up will
come up, and stability will continue to remain
clusive,” he said.

Noor added that, considering the sorts
of allegations the PTI is making regarding
results tampering, many of its legislators may
now end up spending precious resources,
time and energy on fighting out these battles
in court.

“It requires time and effort, and while some
are definitely going to pursue that, many other
politicians seem to question if it is worth doing
this. However, I do think there is going to be
a legal battle ahead of the results,” she added.

We recognise
serious concerns
raised about the
fairness and lack

of inclusivity of the
elections. We regret
that not all parties
were formally
permitted to contest
the elections.
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UH&FPO
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Rajoir, Madaripur.

Moody’s also lowered
its outlook for Israel’s
debt to “negative” due to
“therisk of an escalation”
with Hezbollah.
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