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Rabiul, 40, a former 
garment worker and 
now homeless, tries 
to learn alphabets 
on the pavement 
near the Curzon 
Hall of Dhaka 
University. Some 
DU students often 
help him to write. 
He said he cannot 
work anymore due 
to illness. The photo 
was taken recently.
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Bogura’s very own IPL!
MOSTAFA SHABUJ

A big hall, team officials seated 
in separate tables, an auctioneer 
calling out names of players one by 
one, interested teams raising their 
paddle and finally the auctioneer 
slamming the gavel into the table 
to confirm the player’s newest team 
- this may seem like a scene of a 
typical auction of the Indian Premier 
League (IPL), but it’s not.

On February 3, inside a humble 
auditorium in Bogura’s Sariakandi 
upazila, six local teams gathered 
for the auction of the fourth Bir 
Muktizodda Abdul Mannan MP 
Premier League, a tournament that 
can very well be called Bogura’s very 
own version of the IPL.

It all started in 2020, when 
Bir Muktijodda Abdul Mannan 
MP Memorial Club and Sports 
Academy held the first edition of the 
tournament with hopes of giving 
local players a platform to play and 
find cricketers who can make it to 

the top.
“Ritu Moni [Bangladesh women’s 

team player] is the only cricketer 
from our upazila who plays for the 
national team. Our aim is to find 
more cricketers from the upazila 
who can contribute at the national 
level,” said Razia Sultana, general 

secretary of the academy.
Razia, who conducts the auction 

as the auctioneer, also explained 
the thinking behind the auction, 
saying, “We have a limited number 
of good players. Therefore, we have 
the auction so that every team has 

Organisers and players participate in an auction for the Bir Muktijoddha 
Abdul Mannan MP Premier League in Sariakandi upazila of Bogura recently.
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RAPE IN JU

Key accused 
among 2 held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rab yesterday arrested two people, including a key 
accused and a BCL leader, from Dhaka and Naogaon 
over the rape of a 19-year-old woman on Jahangirnagar 
University campus on Saturday night.

The arrestees are -- Mamunur Rashid Mamun, 
44, an outsider and acquaintance of JU BCL leader 
Mostafizur Rahman, and an abettor, Murad Hossain, 
22, an assistant secretary of JU unit Chhatra League.

Mamun was arrested in Dhaka’s Farmgate, while 
Murad was arrested in Naogaon, said Rab’s Legal and 
Media Wing Director Commander Khandaker Al Moin.
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TWO RAPED IN SUBARNACHAR 

AL leader tried 
to make it look 
like a burglary

Says victim; two of the  
three accused sent to jail

ANWARUL HAIDER and NILIMA JAHAN

Two people, including a local AL leader, were sent to jail 
yesterday in a case filed over the rape of a woman and 
her minor daughter in Char Wapda union of Noakhali’s 
Subarnachar upazila early Tuesday.

They are prime accused Abul Khair alias Munshi, 
president of Char Wapda union AL and a former union 
parishad member, and one of his accomplices, Mehraj 
Uddin, 48, a seasonal cattle trader.

The other 
accused, Harun, 
also a cattle 
trader, is currently 
absconding, police 
said.

Noakhali Court 
Inspector-1 Md Shah 
Alam yesterday 
told The Daily 
Star that Mehraj 
confessed before 
Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Tania 
Islam of Noakhali 
Chief Judicial Magistrate’s Court in the afternoon.

Following his statement, the court ordered him to be 
sent to jail.

Charjabbar Police Inspector Md Zainal Abedin, also the 
investigating officer of the case, told The Daily Star that 
yesterday Abul Khair was produced before the same court, 
which sent him to jail.

He added that a seven-day remand was sought from the 
court for further interrogation.

“The court has scheduled the hearing for Thursday.”
Speaking to one of the correspondents yesterday, the 

victim said Abul Khair Munshi had staged a burglary to 

The 29-year-old 
mother of three 

said he was angry at 
her for blocking his 
phone number after 

he made repeated 
inappropriate 

sexual proposals.
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Exiting the stage 
much too soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Noted film, television 
and theatre actor Ahmed 
Reza Rubel passed away 
yesterday after suffering 
a heart attack on his way 
to a premiere of his latest 
film – “Peyarar Shubash” 
– yesterday in the capital’s 
Bashundhara City 
shopping complex.

He was 56.
The actor was taken 

to a private hospital after 
falling ill and was declared dead there, said filmmaker 
and director of Peyarar Shubash Nurul Alam Atique.

Born on May 3, 1968 in Chapainawabganj, Rubel 
began his career in acting after joining Selim Al 
Deen’s theatre troupe – Dhaka Theatre, debuting with 
“Haathodai”. He remained a part of the troupe for 
around three decades and was a part of many notable 
productions, including “Kittan Khola”, “Keramat 
Mangal”, “Ekatturer Pala”, “Joubati Konnyar Mon”, 

AHMED RUBEL 
(1968-2024)
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