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One dies of Covid
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh reported one Covid-19 death in the  24 
hours till 8:00am yesterday. 

So far, the Directorate General of Health Services 
has reported six Covid-related deaths this year.

The number of Covid deaths now stands at 
29,483, taking the overall fatality rate to 1.44 
percent. According to DGHS, 34 new cases have 
been reported in the 24-hour period. The total 
positivity rate currently stands at 13.09 percent.
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Man sentenced 
to 6yrs in prison 
in DSA case
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The Cyber Tribunal in Rajshahi yesterday sentenced 
a man to six years imprisonment in a case filed 
under Digital Security Act-2018. 

Mizan Ali Tuhin, 25, of Shibganj in Chapainawabganj 
was given three years imprisonment under section 
25 (1), two years in prison under 26 (1) and one year 
jail under 29 (1) of the DSA, said Ismat Ara, public 
prosecutor of the tribunal.

Judge Md Ziaur Rahman gave the verdict.
According to the case statement, a victim filed 

a case against Mizan with a Chapainawabganj 
court, accusing him of taking her photographs on 
February 3 last year, while they were studying at 
Rajshahi New Degree College in 2022.

Later, when she got married in November 2022, 
the man published edited copies of the images on 
social media and sent those to her husband. 

Man’s throat-
slit body 
found at office
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Savar

A man was found dead at 
his farm in Savar yesterday.

Police recovered the 
throat-slit body of Kazim 
Uddin, 50, from the cattle 
farm adjacent to his house 
at Dendabar Uttarpara in   
Ashulia.

Criminals might have 
killed him sometime 
between early morning and 
10:00am yesterday, said OC 
AFM Syed of Ashulia Police 
Station.

According to police and 
the victim’s family, Kazim, 
a contractor of Dhaka Palli 
Bidyut Samity, stayed in the 
office room of his farm at 
night as he did so often.

On information from 
a farm employee that the 
office door was locked from 
outside, his wife rushed 
to the spot and found the 
bloodstained body inside.

Stop construction 
on Karnaphuli bank
Demand port city residents
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A section of residents of Chattogram city at a human 
chain yesterday demanded that the authorities 
concerned take effective measures to stop construction 
of structures on the bank of Karnaphuli river.

The event, held on the premises of Chattogram 
Port Authority’s office, was organised by Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers Association, Bangladesh 
Environment Forum, Chattogram Nodi O Khal 
Rokkha Andolon and Rezaul Karim Shikder 
Foundation.

Speakers said a new ghat is being constructed on 
the foreshore of Karnaphuli in the port city’s Fishery 
Ghat area with the land being illegally leased by CPA. 

“While the High Court directed CPA to demolish 
all illegal structures constructed by encroaching the 
Karnaphuli riverbank several years ago, the state 
agency took no visible action against the grabbers,” 
said Aliur Rahman, secretary of the Chattogram Nodi 
O Khal Rokkha Andolon.

The platform’s president Chowdhury Farid said they 
will file a petition with the HC. 

Chattogram district administration earlier 
demarcated the Karnaphuli and identified 2,187 illegal 
structures on both its banks as per the HC orders in 
2015.
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Destroying croplands 
for brick kilns

Local influentials stealing topsoil from fields near Arial Kha, other rivers
SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Agricultural land along the Arial Kha river 
is scarred by huge holes, 8-12 feet deep, from 
illegal topsoil extraction for brick kilns. This 
not only destroys the land’s fertility and reduces 
crop yields, but also weakens riverbanks, 
making them vulnerable to erosion. Despite 
farmers’ protests, authorities are yet to take 
action, leaving many losing their arable lands.

The situation is particularly worse in 
Commissioner Char (shoal) in Barishal’s 
Muladi upazila. The status quo is more or less 
the same in shoals under Hijla, Mehendiganj, 
Babuganj and Bakerganj upazilas of the 
district.

A section of influential people, including 
Moshiur Rahman, owner of NRB Bricks at 
Auliapur village in Bakerganj, is behind these 
illegal activities, according to farmers and 
authorities concerned.

On January 23, Moshiur was fined Tk 
20,000 on the charge of stealing topsoil and 
using it in his brick kiln.

Contacted, Moshiur denied the allegations. 
When asked as to why he was fined, he evaded 
the question.

Altaf Payada, a resident of Commissioner 
Char, said the culprits are using excavators to 
extract the soil late at night and transporting it 
using trawlers to brick kilns.

“The topsoil from around 10 percent land 
of the shoal, around three square kilometres 
area, has already been extracted. Due to the 
rampant soil extraction, farmlands are turning 
into ponds in many places,” he added.

Mohammad Ali, a resident of Janpur village, 
said, “People are losing their agricultural 

lands along the Meghna river, while many are 
becoming homeless due to erosion. At least 10 
brick kilns are operating with soil extracted 
from the riverbanks in Hijla upazila alone.”

Md Shawkat Osman, deputy director of 
Department of Agricultural Extension in 
Barishal, said, “Extraction of topsoil causes 
removal of gypsum and zinc from it. Due to 
this, the organisms present in the soil become 

less functional and reduce the soil’s fertility.”
Locals in Kalaskathi union under Bakerganj 

upazila formed a human chain in August last 
year, protesting the illegal soil extraction from 
riverbanks. Many of the affected shared their 
ordeal there.

“Every day, around 30-35 trawlers transport 
soil extracted from the banks of Pandab river 

Topsoil being extracted illegally along the banks of Arial Kha in Barishal. The soil, being sold to 
brick kilns, not only loses its fertility but such actions also make the banks more vulnerable to 
erosion. PHOTO: STAR
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