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consideration, but she 
was yet to receive any 
application.

Liton, who was admitted 
to JU under the dependent 
quota, has been staying at 
Bangabandhu hall illegally 
for years.

“I didn’t stay at the 
hall regularly. Once I was 
given the leadership [of 
Chhatra League], I started 
residing there to carry out 
organisational activities,” 
he said.

About the syndicate’s 
decision, he said they 
will cooperate with the 
university.

Esrafil Ahmed, provost 
of Bangabandhu hall, said, 
“Like Liton, many students 
under dependent quota 
reside at halls illegally. 
They also have to leave the 
dormitories.”

History Prof Mohammad 
Golam Rabbani, a protester, 
said, “The administration 
failed to evict illegal 
occupants. They have to 
take the responsibility for 
this.”

“About 2,500 students 
and non-students are now 
residing at halls illegally. 
If they can be removed, 
the overcrowding problem 
would ease.

“We want to create an 
environment for freshers 
so they won’t have to stay 
at ‘Gonorooms’ or face 
torture [ragging]. We will 
continue our protests 
until that is achieved,” he 
said.

Prof Nigar Sultana, 
president of the provost 
committee, said they do 
not have the number of 
non-students in halls. If 
necessary, the proctorial 
team and security 
department will visit the 
halls, along with the VC, 
and vacate the seats, she 
said.

For their smiles only
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50,000 to Tk 1 lakh. 
The mission offered the 
surgeries for free to people 
in dire need,” said mission 
coordinator Dr Monzurul 
Hoque Choudhury.

“The true heroes 
are the volunteers who 
travelled to a country they 
have never been to before 
and offered life-changing 
surgeries to children 
they might not meet in 
future. Also, thanks to 
the sponsor and others 

for supporting the great 
cause,” said Kenneth J 
Funk, mission director.

Muhammad Imrul 
Kabir, director (corporate 
affairs), Chevron 
Bangladesh, said, “These 
reconstructive surgeries 
are truly life-changing, 
providing the patients an 
opportunity to lead normal 
lives and reach their full 
potential. We are proud to 
support this cause through 
our social investment 
initiatives.”

Conduct fair probe
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Citizens in the statement 
also said the incident has 
made people extremely 
angry. 

“We demand the 
authorities look into and 
investigate this heinous 
crime as soon as possible,” 
the statement added.

They also expressed 
hope that no other woman 
in Bangladesh would 
become a victim of sexual 
assault.

The statement was 
signed by 18 eminent 
citizens, including Hassan 
Imam, Anupam Sen, 
Sarwar Ali, Ramendu 
Mazumdar, Abed Khan, 
Ferdousi Mazumdar, and 
Mamunur Rashid. 

Civil society 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , 
Shushashoner Jonno 
Nagorik (Shujan), also 
expressed deep concern 
over the incident and 
demanded an immediate 
and impartial probe, with 
exemplary punishment for 
the accused.

“The frequency of such 
crimes, including rape 
allegations on university 
campuses, especially 
JU, due to a culture of 
impunity, is another reason 
for our concern,” Shujan 
said in their statement. 

Shujan also demanded full 
security for women, children 
and all citizens across the 
country, particularly on 
university campuses.

One generation
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who has over a hundred 
of his books. “Josna O 
Janani’r Golpo”, “Badsha 
Namdar”, “Madhyahna”, 
and “Matal Hawa” are best-
sellers from Anya Prakash.

Touhidul Islam, in 
charge of the publication 
house, said, “It feels 
Humayun is still alive 
through his iconic works.”

In addition, Kakoli 
Prakashoni also has 40 
books by the writer, while 
some more are published 
by Samay, Anupam, Pearl 
Publishing and Abosar 
Prakashani.

Humayun’s stories 
endure, passed down 

through generations like 
cherished heirlooms, they 
said.

Tousif, a reader, was 
buying books for his 
younger brother. “His 
writing shaped my 
childhood, now I’m passing 
it on,” he said.

Rehana Khatun, a 
school teacher from 
Manikganj, said, “I saw 
many of my students 
loving Humayun Ahmed’s 
books in the early days of 
my career. The scenario is 
still the same.”

Ayesha Ayman, a 
fourth-year student at a 
private university, said, 
“I remember reading 

‘Shonkhonil Karagar’ 
as a teenager.” Her eyes 
twinkled with nostalgia.

“I was deeply moved by 
it. The characters stayed 
with me till this day. 
His stories have a way of 
capturing the essence 
of life, both its joys and 
sorrows,” she added.

Manager of Abosar 
Prakashani Masud Rana 
said, “Currently we 
have around 50 books 
by Humayun Ahmed. 
Whatever you say, he is the 
number one. He’s still the 
best seller.”

Publisher of Annesha 
Prokashon Shahadat 
Hossain echoed him.

Form policies
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improved by turning 
100km of riverbanks and 
waterbodies around the 
capital into social spaces, 
Akter added.

Prof Dr Shayer Ghafur 
of Buet’s architecture 
department stressed 
political wills to protect the 
playgrounds.

“Children and 
adolescents are 
major stakeholders in 
playground planning 
and implementation. 
Their opinion should 
also be given importance. 

Playground is a civic 
demand of the people. 
If crores of taka can be 
allocated for implementing 
big projects in the city, 
then why is it impossible 
to allocate these citizens’ 
needs?” he asked.

Dr Mohammad Ariful 
Islam, executive director 
of IPD, said, “As per 
2021 statistics, at least 
10,740 schools have 
no playground. So how 
will opportunities for 
socialisation and mental 
development of students 
be created? Because of this, 

drug use and crime trends 
are increasing. In times 
of emergency, such as fire 
or earthquake, there is no 
place for people to take 
shelter.” 

Considering the 
current situation, no 
school should be allowed 
without a playground, he 
added.

WBB Trust director 
Gaous Pearee said urban 
planning in Bangladesh 
does not take into account 
the needs of children, 
people with disabilities or 
women.

Final nail in Taltala
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but much of its lands have 
been grabbed by locals on 
both banks.

Locals, civil 
society members, and 
environmentalists alleged 
that instead of taking steps 
against encroachers and 
saving the canal, the KCC is 
rather validating the illegal 
occupations of the canal’s 
lands by constructing roads 
and turning it to a drain.

They also alleged 
that the KCC authorities 
went on to implement 
the project despite being 
repeatedly urged to refrain 
from doing so.

“The area gets 
waterlogged during 
monsoon as rainwater 
cannot be drained through 
the canal adequately in its 
present condition. Now 
instead of digging it to 
restore the flow, it is being 
turned to a drain,” said 
Uttam Das, a local.

Nazmul Azom, a 
resident of Doctor Para 
area, said it seems the KCC 
is celebrating the death of 
the canal with this project.

Visiting the canal 
in Karimnagar area 
recently, it was seen 
that the construction 
work was going on, with 
more than 30 workers 
engaged in dumping 
construction materials 
while two supervisors were 
monitoring the work.

Hossain Traders, a 
contractor firm, has been 
tasked with implementing 
the project.

Md Abul Hossain, a 

sub-contractor who is 
supervising the work, said 
they are now constructing 
the drain for a 1,300-metre 
stretch from Karimnagar 
area.

“The drain will be, on 
average, 17-18 feet wide and 
7.5 feet deep. The work will 
be completed within six 
months,” he added.

Kudrat-E Khuda, 
Khulna unit president of 
SANAK (Sacheton Nagorik 
Committee), said the city 
authorities should have 
researched more before 
reducing a canal to a 
concrete drain.

Natural drain and 
concrete drain are not 
the same. Constructing 
a concrete drain means 
the canal will be killed 
permanently. A few years 
later, when the temper of 
the concrete will reduce 
and break down, the 
whole canal will vanish, 
he said.

Seeking anonymity, a 
supervisor of KCC said it 
is unfair and punishable to 
kill a canal. High officials 
who are involved in design 
and supervising should 
know the difference 
between open canals and 
concrete drains.

KCC Mayor Talukder 
Abdul Khaleque said, 
“The canal is already dead 
due to encroachment and 
pollution by locals. Now it 
is practically a drain and is 
beyond saving by digging 
it up. So, we will construct 
concrete walkways on 
both sides to serve public 
needs.”
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Meftah Ur 
Rahman 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Mohammed 
Meftah Ur 
R a h m a n , 
f o r m e r 
s e c r e t a r y 
of the 
Bangladesh 
Steel and Engineering 
Corporation, passed away 
on February 5. 

He was 82, said a press 
release.

He was laid to rest at his 
family graveyard in Cumilla. 
Meftah Ur Rahman was 
the youngest son of Khan 
Bahadur Siddiqur Rahman 
of Cumilla. 

A doa mahfil will be held 
at his residence, Swarno 
Kutir, 5 Goal Nagar Lane, 
English Road, Dhaka, on 
February 9 after the Asr 
prayers.

All relatives and well-
wishers are invited to join 
the programme and pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER 
TIMING 

FEBRUARY 7

AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-30

6-05

Zohr

12-45

1-15

Asr

4-15

4-30

Maghrib

5-52

5-56

Esha

7-15

7-45

AL earns Tk 4.05 crore
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According to AL insiders, 
the MPs are already going 
to the houses and offices 
of responsible leaders of 
the party and trying to 
lobby for their favourite 
candidates.

Meanwhile, the Election 
Commission (EC) has 
announced the election 
schedule for 50 reserved 
seats for women in the 
Jatiya Sangsad.

According to the 
schedule, the election 
will be held on March 14. 
However, in reserved seats 
for women, parties or 

alliances usually nominate 
a single candidate in the 
seats they deserve. This 
means it doesn’t come 
down to voting.

EC Secretary Jahangir 
Alam announced the 
schedule after a meeting 
with CEC Kazi Habibul 
Awal yesterday.

He said nomination 
papers can be submitted 
from 9:00am to 4:00pm on 
February 18 for the election 
while nomination papers will 
be scrutinised on February 19 
and 20. Nomination papers 
can be withdrawn until 
February 25.

Khairul 
Kabir’s death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
27th death 
anniversary 
of Khairul 
Kabir, the 
f o u n d e r 
editor of 
the daily 
Sangbad and a banker, said 
a press release.

Kabir was one of the 
authors of the Historic 
6-point movement, 
which was the basis of the 
demand for autonomy for 
East Pakistan. He was a 
close associate and friend 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman and 
many other illustrious sons 
of Bengal. 

Kabir, who was the first 
chairman and managing 
director of Janata Bank, 
was a fellow of the American 
Bankers Association and 
the first lifetime member of 
Jatiya Press Club.

On the occasion, a milad 
mahfil has been organised 
at his ancestral home in 
Ghorasal to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.

Will discuss Myanmar situation
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situation as Myanmar is 
the neighbour of both our 
countries,” he added.

The visit comes 
following an unannounced 
visit by Doval to Dhaka last 
week when he met Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
and other senior officials.

Hasan Mahmud did not 
respond to media questions 
about the visit of Ajit Doval 
or the discussions he held 
here.

According to a 
statement of India’s 
Ministry of External 
Affairs, this visit reflects 
the high importance and 
priority both countries 
attach to their bilateral 
relationship.

Hasan Mahmud and S 
Jaishankar during their 
meeting at the Hyderabad 
House will review the 
progress in wide-ranging 
areas of bilateral relations 
and chart out the agenda 

for future engagement, it 
said.

“They will also exchange 
views on sub-regional, 
regional and multilateral 
issues of common interest,” 
the statement said.

Hasan Mahmud will 
also deliver a lecture at 
Vivekananda International 
Foundation, a New Delhi-
based think tank. 

He is likely to call on 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Helpline
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Posts, Telecommunications 
and Information 
Technology, said from 
now on, citizens will call 
333 and then press 4 to 
get information about 
environmental clearance, 
laboratories, forest 
conservation, etc.

“You can complain about 
pollution, biodiversity 
loss and razing forest or 
hills. Later, the complaint 
will be forwarded to the 
dashboard of an officer 
concerned. The officer will 
then take necessary action 
on the complaint and 
the beneficiaries will get 
updates through SMS or 
call,” said Palak.
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