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‘Won’t allow 
democracy to be 
murdered like this’
India SC slams defacing of 
ballot papers in Chandigarh 
mayoral polls

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court yesterday 
called the defacing of ballot papers 
by a returning officer in the recently 
concluded mayoral polls in Chandigarh a 
mockery of democracy.

Taking note of a plea of an Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) councillor alleging 
wrongdoing in polls, the top court also 
issued notices to Chandigarh authorities, 
including the civic body to preserve the 
ballots and the video of the incident.

A bench of Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud and Justices J B Pardiwala 
and Manoj Misra expressed their 
displeasure after watching the video of 
the electoral proceedings and said that, 
prima facie, the returning officer, was 
“defacing” the ballot papers.

“This is a mockery of democracy. We 
are appalled by what has happened. We 
will not allow democracy to be murdered 
like this,” the Chief Justice said.

“It is clear that he (returning officer) 
has defaced the ballot paper. Why is 
he looking at the camera? Why is he 
looking like a fugitive? This man has to 
be prosecuted. Is this the way a returning 
officer behaves?” Justice Chandrachud 
observed.

The observation comes after one of 
the AAP councillors had moved the top 
court challenging a Punjab and Haryana 
High Court order that refused to grant 
any interim relief to the party seeking 
fresh mayoral polls in Chandigarh.

BJP had on January 30 swept the 
Chandigarh mayoral polls against the 
Congress-AAP alliance.

Canada extends 
ban on foreign 
ownership of 
housing by 2 yrs
REUTERS

Canada on Sunday announced a two-year 
extension to a ban on foreign ownership of 
Canadian housing, saying the step was aimed at 
addressing worries about Canadians being priced 
out of housing markets in cities and towns across 
the country.

Canada is facing a housing affordability 
crisis, which has been blamed on an increase in 
migrants and international students, fuelling 
demand for homes just as rising costs have slowed 
construction.

“As part of using all possible tools to make 
housing more affordable for Canadians, the ban 
on foreign ownership of Canadian housing, which 
is currently set to expire on January 1, 2025, 
will be extended to January 1, 2027,” Canadian 
Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland said in a 
statement.

The Canadian government has said foreign 
ownership also has fuelled worries about 
Canadians being priced out of housing markets in 
cities and towns across the country.

Last month, Canada announced an immediate, 
two-year cap on international student permits 
and said it would also stop giving work permits to 
some students after graduation as it seeks to rein 
in record numbers of newcomers seen aggravating 
a housing crisis.

Welcoming the announcement, the University 
of Toronto said it would work with all levels of 
government on the allocation of study permits. 

Rapid population growth fuelled by 
immigration has put pressure on services such as 
healthcare and education, and has helped drive 
up housing costs. These issues have weighed on 
Liberal Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s support, 
with opinion polls showing he would lose an 
election if one were held now.

“When I speak of turnover, I have in mind something 
serious that does not concern a single person, but 

the direction of the country’s leadership. It is a 
question of the people who are to lead Ukraine. 

A reset is necessary, I am talking about a replacement of a 
number of state leaders, not only in the army sector. I am 
reflecting on this replacement. Is a question for the entire 

leadership of the country.” 

Ukrainian President VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY on replacing several senior officials 

‘Will not hesitate’ to 
respond to US attack

Tehran warns as White House refuses to rule out possibility of 
hitting targets inside Iran

AFP, Tehran

Iran said yesterday it “will not hesitate” to 
respond in the event of US attacks on its 
territory after the White House declined 
to say whether strikes on Iran were ruled 
out.

White House National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan said Sunday the US 
will press on with its retaliation against 
Iran-backed groups in Iraq and Syria.

Asked whether the United States 
would rule out the possibility of striking 
Iran directly, Sullivan told NBC, “it would 
not be wise for me to talk about what 
we’re ruling in and ruling out.”

“If (Iran) chose to respond directly to 
the United States, they would be met with 
a swift and forceful response from us,” he 
said.

Iran’s foreign ministry spokesman 
Nasser Kanani hit back yesterday, saying: 
“The Islamic Republic has shown that 
it has always reacted decisively to any 
threat to its security, territorial integrity 
and sovereignty.”

Iran “will not hesitate to use its 
capabilities” to respond to any attacks 
on its soil, said Kanani during his weekly 
press briefing.

He nonetheless reiterated that Iran 
“does not seek to aggravate tensions and 
crises in the region”.

Regional tensions have soared since 
the October 7 outbreak of the Israel’s 
offensive in Gaza, drawing in Iran-
backed groups in Iraq, Syria, Yemen and 
Lebanon.

The US military said it carried out 
airstrikes against five missiles in Yemen 
later on Sunday.

The strikes came a day after US and 
UK forces launched a wave of air raids 
against Yemen’s Iran-backed Houthis -- 

their third round of joint military action 
in response to the rebels’ persistent 
attacks on shipping.

The Houthis say their attacks in the 
Red Sea are in solidarity with Palestinians 
in war-battered Gaza.

The US military struck targets in Syria 
and Iraq overnight on Friday to Saturday, 
in retaliation for a January 28 drone 
attack on a base in Jordan that killed 
three US soldiers.

The Islamic republic condemned the 
strikes in Yemen, Syria and Iraq.

President Joe Biden has blamed 
“radical Iran-backed militant groups” for 
the attack in Jordan, but said the United 
States does not seek a wider conflict in 
the Middle East.

“If (Iran) chose to respond 
directly to the United 

States, they would be met 
with a swift and forceful 

response from us.” 

US National Security Advisor 
JAKE SULLIVAN


