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achievement,” Mondal 
added.

“Access to clean, 
affordable, and secure 
energy is crucial for 
sustainable development. 
Even though the world has 
made significant progress 
towards sustainable energy 
for all, about 4 billion 
people still lack clean and 
modern cooking fuels 
and technologies,” said 
Edwin Koekkoek, team 
leader at Green Inclusive 
Development and Social 
Protection, EU.

“We are starting a 
project on regional energy 
connectivity in South 
Asia,” he added.

Shawkat A Begum, 
Bangladesh country 
director at Practical Action, 
highlighted the health 
risks faced by women who 
use traditional cooking 

methods, and emphasised 
the necessity of transitioning 
to clean cooking for their 
well-being and for the overall 
environment.

A presentation on the 
SEE-CC project and its 
components was made by 
the project team of Practical 
Action and SNV at the event.

Dr Bianca van der Kroon, 
programme manager of 
SEE-Clean Cooking at the 
Department of International 
Development, Netherlands 
Enterprise Agency; Prof 
M Rezwan Khan from 
the Department of EEE 
at United International 
University; and Ishrat 
Shabnam, programme 
manager for private sector-
social protection and green 
energy transition, EU, also 
spoke among others.

Rupayan Group
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involvement of land owner 
SMHI Faruque and seven 
others in the incident 
that killed 26 people and 
injured some 70 on March 
28, 2019.

Based on the probe 
report submitted on 
January 30, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Md Rashidul Alam 
accepted the charges 
against Faruque and seven 
other accused in the case.

Of the accused, Faruque, 

Tasvir Ul Islam, one of the 
owners of FR Tower, and 
Syed Aminur Rahman, 
treasurer of FR Tower, 
all now out on bail, were 
present at the court.

The court issued arrest 
warrants against five 
others as they were shown 
fugitives in the charge 
sheet. It also directed the 
officer-in-charge of Banani 
Police Station to submit 
by March 12 the progress 
report on execution of the 
arrest warrants.

Govt has no plan
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couple Sagar-Runi murder 
case, Anisul Huq said, 
“I will not say that Rab 
has failed. But if it is felt 
necessary to bring about 
change in the agencies for 
the investigation, that will 
be done. It is difficult for 
any agency to complete 
the investigation into this 
incident due to how it took 
place.”

“I want to say confidently 
that the killers will be 
caught and the trial over... 
this murder will not be 
lost,” he said.

“I want to give an 
example here; even we had 
similar disappointment 

after the murder of Father 
of the Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 
Our disappointment 
was even deeper, as an 
indemnity ordinance was 
passed on September 26, 
1975,” he added. 

“When Sheikh Hasina 
came into power, this trial 
started, and the indemnity 
ordinance was repealed. 
The trial subsequently 
concluded, and after that, 
we tried the war criminals 
and the people who 
committed crimes against 
humanity. The culture 
of impunity doesn’t exist 
anymore,” the minister 
said.

39 more 
Covid cases in 
last 24 hrs
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh reported 39 
more Covid cases in the 
last 24 hours till yesterday 
morning. 

The covid infection rate 
also dropped to 6.17 percent 
yesterday, compared to the 
previous day’s 7.35 percent. 
No Covid-related death was 
reported in the country 
within this time.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services, the total 
number of confirmed cases 
is now 20,47,297. 

So far, DGHS has reported 
five Covid-related deaths 
this year. The total number 
of fatalities stands at 29,482, 
resulting in overall fatality 
rate of 1.44 percent.

Due to a sudden rise 
in infection rate from the 
beginning January, the 
government has decided 
to administer Covid-19 
vaccines again.

Metro goes offline
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first phase of Biswa Ijtema, 
he noted.

He said the gates were 
closed intermittently from 
9:30am to 12:30pm.

The two disruptions 
in the service on the 
first day of the work 
week hit commuters 
hard. Many had to deal 
with overcrowding on 
concourses and platforms 
in the morning, while 
those affected by the 
suspension had to find 
alternative modes of 
transport to get to their 
destinations on the busy 
weekday. 

Rokshana Yeasmin, 
who works at a private 
firm, said, “I arrived 
at Farmgate station at 
3:30pm, and I had to go 

to Paltan [Secretariat 
station] for urgent 
business. I found a huge 
number of people in 
front of the entrance, 
but there were no trains 
passing overhead. So, I 
was compelled to go to 
Paltan on a CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw, which cost 
me Tk 200, instead of the 
Tk 30 I would have had to 
pay on the metro rail.”

Dipon Pandey, another 
private service holder, 
waited for over 30 minutes 
from 3:30pm outside the 
Secretariat station. He 
gave up when he saw there 
were no signs of the station 
opening. 

“I could not even find 
an auto-rickshaw, and had 
to board a bus to come to 
Farmgate.”

Hasina all set to begin ministry
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according to secretariat 
sources.

The newly-formed 
government is in an 
uncomfortable position 
due to the skyrocketing 
prices of essentials, and 
despite various measures, 
there have been no fruitful 
results.

With the month of 
Ramadan ahead, the 
government’s main 
concern is to keep the 
prices at a tolerable level, 
which is why Hasina has 
prioritised the commerce 
ministry, according to 
sources.

A secretary, wishing 
anonymity, said whenever 
the PM plans to visit a 
ministry or division, its 
officials and employees 

fast-track regular work.
Hasina initiated 

ministry-wise inspections 
in 2019 during her third 
consecutive term as PM. 

Officials of the 
commerce and agriculture 
ministry are preparing 
to inform the PM about 
ongoing projects, progress 
in implementing the 
annual development 
programme, and their 
achievements over the last 
15 years, plans, and overall 
issues.

When a new government 
is formed, ministries 
take up programmes 
in compliance with the 
election manifesto. 

The Awami League’s 
election manifesto pledged 
special priority to 11 
issues, and the PM aims 

to encourage officials and 
employees by visiting each 
ministry.
MEETING WITH 

SECRETARIES TODAY 

A meeting with all 
secretaries is scheduled 
today at the Prime 
Minister’s Office at 
10:30am.

Cabinet Secretary 
Mahbub Hossain will 
chair the meeting, and 
secretaries of 12 ministries 
and divisions are expected 
to brief the premier on 
important contemporary 
affairs. 

Secretaries to commerce, 
food, agriculture, home, 
education, energy, and 
finance ministries, along 
with two divisions, have 
been asked to make 
necessary preparations.
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Anwar 
Hossain’s 
death anniv
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The first 
d e a t h 
anniversary 
of Md Anwar 
H o s s a i n , 
f o r m e r 
m a n a g i n g 
director of Khulna 
Newsprint Mills, was 
observed yesterday at Purba 
Darillah village in Nandail 
upazila, Mymensigh.

Anwar Hossain, who 
also served as managing 
director of Pakshi Paper 
Mills, Khulna Hardboard 
Mills and Karnaphuli Rayon 
and Chemicals Limited, 
passed away on February 4 
last year, aged 78.

More than 1,000 rural 
people received free 
treatment and medicine at a 
medical camp held marking 
the death anniversary, said 
a press release.

More than 20 specialist 
physicians from Dhaka took 
part at the daylong camp.    
Later, a milad mahfil was 
held at Hossain’s ancestral 
residence at the village.

Death anniv 
of Haisya Bala 
Malakar
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
29th death 
anniversary 
of Haisya 
B a l a 
M a l a k a r , 
said a press 
release. 

She passed away in 1995.
She is the mother of 

former secretary Dhiraj 
Malakar. Her relatives, 
friends and well-wishers are 
requested to pray for the 
salvation of the departed 
soul.

Love, loss and a cruel
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DMCH burn institute on 
February 2 after 28 days of 
treatment. 

“His body has barely 
started to heal, but he is 
emotionally shattered,” 
said Natasha’s elder sister 
Nasreen.

Last week, Natasha’s 
family went to the CID 
office to inquire about 
the delayed DNA results, 
but were given no clear 
answers.

“We just want the DNA 
results completed as soon 
as possible. But there 
are no updates,” added 
Nasreen.

Elina Yasmin is among 
the four missing. Her 
husband Sajjad Hossain 
Chapol has kept close 
contact with DMCH and 
railway police about her 
DNA report, but to no 
avail.

Contacted, AKM 
Nahidul Islam, DIG 
(Forensic) of Criminal 
Investigation Department 
(CID), said preparing 
DNA profiles from 
bodies burned beyond 
recognition is a 
complicated process 
and can cause delays in 
extremely severe cases.

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

For eight years, an eight-metre-
long bridge over the Dhulia canal 
remains inaccessible due to the 
absence of approach roads. 

As a result, residents of 
Kadamtara village at Bhagulipara 
in Habiganj continue to suffer.

Constructed at a cost of Tk 23.83 
lakh and funded by the Disaster 
Management Department in the 
fiscal year 2015-16, the bridge 
was intended to ease the lives of 
hundreds, including school and 
college students, according to the 
Upazila Project Implementation 

Office.
However, the reality remains the 

opposite.
The dire situation affects 

students commuting to educational 
institutions and villagers travelling 
to the upazila headquarters and 
district towns for medical services 
and other tasks, said local resident 
Shadikur Rahman.

Shibpasha Union Parishad 
member Muhibur Hasan Dulu 
echoed him.

Babul Mia, an elderly resident, 
said, “In winter, one can at least 
manage to cross the bridge, but in the 
monsoons, we have to wade through 

the water to go to the main road. The 
elderly, women and school-going 
children are particularly vulnerable.”

Contacted, Naliur Rahman 
Talukder, chairman of Shibpasha 
Union Parishad, said, “The 
construction of the approach road 
has not been possible as the land is 
privately owned.”

In response, upazila project 
implementation officer Subodh 
Mondal said, “I found out that 
due to some complications, the 
construction of the approach road 
got delayed. Necessary measures 
will be taken in this regard after on-
site inspection.”

NO APPROACH ROADS

Eight years on, 
bridge lies useless

For over eight years, residents of Kadamtara at Habiganj’s Bhagulipara continue to suffer as an eight-metre-
long bridge over the Dhulia canal remains inaccessible due to the absence of approach roads.
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51 arrested
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Organised under 
the guidance of self-
proclaimed leaders known 
as Izaradars, they operated 
in groups stationed across 
different areas of the city at 
night, Moin said.

Using laser lights, sticks, 
and signals, they intercepted 
vehicles entering the capital, 
unlawfully collecting 
extortion fees from drivers. 

Each truck and cargo 
vehicle was charged Tk 
200-300. This illicit 
activity was particularly 
rampant during the late-
night entry of goods trucks 
into Dhaka, he said.


