DHAKA SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4, 2024

MAGH 21, 1430 BS
The Baily Star
sayvigiani o Pipeline damage
cons’piracies halts gas Supply
omeomemomns L0 Netrakona

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

BNP-Jamaat is patronising
militant organisations,
and people of the country
should remain alert to
any conspiracies they may
hatch, said Law Minister
Anisul Huq yesterday.

The minister was
talking to journalists after
inaugurating a 97-meter-
long bridge constructed at
a cost of Tk 5.77 crore over
a canal at Bongaj village in
Brahmanbaria’s Akhaura
upazila.

Later, he spoke as the
chief guest at a public
meeting organised at the
Fidgah ground.

The law minister
claimed there is a threat of
terrorist attacks on critical
projects and installations,
including Padma Bridge,
Bangabandhu Tunnel,
Elevated Expressway, and
television channels.

The minister said BNP-
Jamaat is good at creating
situations where people
would suffer.

“If you (BNP-Jamaat)
want to do terrorism, want
todestroy the achievements
of Bangladesh, then I want
to tell you, the law will run
its course. The law will be
strictly implemented to
deal with it,” the minister
said.

Gas supply to the Netrakona district remained
suspended after a Titas gas line was damaged during a
river excavation work on Friday.

According o Titas Gas Authority and Water
Development Board, the gas line was damaged during
the excavation on the Kangsa river at Char Moilakanda
village in Purbadhala upazila around 4:00pm, halting
gas supply to all nearly 5,500 subscribers of the district.

Unable to cook, locals are mostly depending on dry
foods. CNG-run vehicles were also seen waiting at the
station.

A group of engineers from Titas Gas in Dhaka are
working to restore the supply, said Md Sarwar Jahan,
executive engineer of Netrakona Water Development
Board.

Sumangal Golder, manager of Netrakona Titas Gas,
told this correspondent around 10:00pm that the
supply may resume from early today.

DHAKA AIRPORT
Man arrested
with 3.49kg gold

UNB, Dhaka

Customs Intelligence and Investigation Directorate
(CIID) detained a man along with 3.498kg of gold from
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport on Friday night.

The detainee was identified as M Masud Imam.

Farhana Begum, assistant director of CIID, said a
flight of Emirates Airlines landed at the airport from
Dubai around 10:46pm.

Tipped off, a team of CIID challenged Imam and
seized 28 gold bars and gold coins worth Tk 3.14 crore
from his two bags.

Dead raintrees beside the Satkhira-Ashashuni road. With their frail trunks that can collapse at any minute, the tress that once shaded the
locals and left commuters with a serene memory now pose a serious risk of accidents.
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Dead trees a safety
hazard on Satkhira roads

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Curled up leafless twigs rattling
with every breeze and decaying
tree trunks crowd the roads of
Satkhira.

With little or no care, hundreds
of dead raintrees, locally known as
Shirish, lay abandoned across nine
roads in the district.

Planted about three decades
ago, their dried-up frail carcasses
now pose a serious risk of accident
for commuters.

However, there was a time when
these trees use to flaunt their
green leaves with the rhythm of
winds as locals enjoyed their cool
shade.

“The trees started to dry-
out about 5-6 years ago. Over a

the Satkhira-Ashashuni road.
According to Satkhira Zilla
Parishad, 307 big trees on both
sides of Satkhira-Chandpur road,
227 on Kadamtala-Baikari road,
200 on Kulya-Romnagar road, 147
on Patkelghata-Doluya road, 27 on
Jhowdanga-Baliadanga road, 450
on Nazimganj-Nurnagar road, 250
on Shyamnagar-Kashimari road,
200 on Shyamnagar-Nawabeki
road, and 270 trees on Satkhira-
Kaliganj road are dead.
THE REASON
Prof Dr Md Kamruzzaman of
Khulna University’s forestry and
wood technology stream told this
newspaper that he had inspected
some of the dead raintrees near
the Khanjahan Ali Bridge on the
request of the Roads and Highways

This meant the trees were
unable to make any food.
All of them died eventually.
Failing to identify the pests, he
had recommended in-depth
pathological research, he said.

But it took vyears for the
authorities concerned to respond.
In 2022, some researchers from
the Forest Research Institute
in Chattogram came to collect
samples from the dead trees, said
GM Maruf Billah, officer-in-charge
of Social Forest Department,
Satkhira.

“They found the trees under the
attack of “Lac insects” and these
parasites were taking away the
trees’ natural ability to produce
food,” he added

Terming the condition of the

more likely to be infested.

A SAFETY CONCERN

Visiting the Satkhira- Ashashuni
and  Satkhira-Kaliganj  roads
recently, this correspondent saw
hundreds of dead trees on both
sides of the roads.

Multiple partially-broken
branches were still seen hanging
from the shrunken trunks,
waiting to collapse any minute on
the pedestrians using the roads.

“The risk multiplies during
storms and on windy days. A
cyclist was injured last month
after a branch fell on him while
he was riding his bicycle on the
Satkhira-Kaliganj road,” said
Moniruzzaman, a teacher.

Nazrul Islam, chairman of the
Zilla Parishad, said, “The forest
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